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h 2005. lhe enlie unted Nalions membe.ship, incllding ovd 150 wodd
l€ade6. adoDted lhe wodd summit outcome. And, n that declaElion. as a
€sponse to ourcollectve ta lure to p€venlgeooode and mass atrocty cnmes
the inrenational conmlnry unequivocaliy ag.eed the 'Responsibiilv to
Prolecl' ils scope and ft key elemenls. Given lhat clear nandate this debale
can onlvbeaboullhe impementatio. of Responsibilily to Protect

Above all our discussion musl be deeply respettul ot the millDns who have
died as 5 resull of senocide and mass alocitEs - in Rwanda, srebrenica
cambodia, lhe Holocaus| and so many olhe.s Those vcums sland as silent
wihesses ro of debaie The mo.al burden ol lhose tragedies is not jlsl lhe
€s@nsibililv of individualStatesiils lhal ot d.e enlire internalDnar communry
Th; conceol of Responsrblity lo Prolect s nol new. ll simply gives a name lo
whal we have a ready done and what we conlinue lo do lt is fdly ba*d h
exishng i.lernalional law, including internatonal hlman ights and humanilaian
law lt is why we are heG

Resoonsibilitv to Protect actNites are evidenl in €gonal insaumenls.
erpe"e.e and aclro^ as lrgtl.ghl€d In lte secFlary Geneta|s reporl esions
su(l- as A'ca rve laier 

'nporanr 
sleps F pul rl dae lGmewo \s lor

preve.ting mass atroctes, bul lhe resl ot us have nol alMys sharcd lhal

Ths dialoqle. whch ncludes bolh Membef slates and civi socieiy will build
our lndeatandinq oi h@ to implemenl Responsibililv lo Prolect, and rts wilh
that in mind rhar we conmend the sec6bry-General, and his speclal
Repesenlalive Pofessor Ed Luck, ior an excellent and balanced repon Nee
zearand suppods lhe sedelary-GeneEr's prop@ars

The wdld slmmn agEement on RespoNibilit to Pbtect is cleadv based on
Folr C. mes and Three Pillals lls scope is specif@llv limited to the lour chmes
and violalions - genocide elhnic cleansing. widespread cimes agamsl
huma.iry and war crimes and ils cleaf lial 5ll ihrc€ pillaB - lhe poloclion
Gsponsibilities o{ slal6, inlomalional assistance and capacilv building and
tinery and deisive response - ae equally imporiant lhal alL a€ p6n or a shore,
and all are interdependent we commend ihe Sectetary_General s r€port for |b
enphasis on preventon 6lher lhan inleRenlion - on asslshnce lo slales
beiore the wo6l atrocilies a€ allowedlooccur.

Reseo.s bihtv lo Prolecl is a commonsense concepl h can help stales
reqional insrirulions and the uN selt to undersiand. assisl 6nd organEe o!.
onio'no Gsponse o. tl^$e EsJes Responsb'hly to Prolecl is al abour nalions
d;r'.. hoNdLaly a.o bgelher ' to p'ol*l Deope and wil be m6l
succesrlLr ard wl have -e mosl 
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inclusive exe@se - a vision lhals .etlected in the p.oposals in lhe sedelary
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h 1945, "We fle Peop es of tf€ Uniled Nations" nindlulolthe appalling cvent3
.i in. ir* ,onr *sr. *t".nlv aEeod lhe g.eal @lnctve r€spomibitlY of
o*"nr'no o"no"'0" ,no .""".locrlrss New Zeslano l^as coni'buled in good

fut' ro m;;v efions @rElem ms| lhe ResponsibJiv io Protecl bolh uttin Nr
rcgon and ieyond ahd sll @ntnue stonglv lo suppon all end€avouB lhal
tunher imDlement trtal Gsponebrrrt

Its a comnitnenl so mlch necessilaled by history' a conmilrnent $ cletny
undeDnred bv the uN chaner and nternal'onal law a commitrnenl so
unsJiv@alN ;andalad bv edd leadeG n 2005 dnd . @mmllment we €n
no.a r'*-' ov lakrrg t; n€( steps proposed in lhe Secretary_Ger''6ls


