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In the Name of God, the Co;npossionate, the Merciful

Mr. Pres-.ident, |

‘.When the founders of the United Nations eS'_cainshed this
'Organization With the aim of saving the succeeding generations from
the scourge of war, and reaffirming faith in fundamental human rights,
they had the foresight and W|sdom to realize that these Iofty objectives
could only be achieved through combining all efforts, uniting strength
and rejecting | coercion. They enshrined this cogent realization in
vanous prowsnons of the Charter, in what amounts to articulation of a
duty to cooperate in dealing with aII issues of concern ranging fromr
taking * ‘effective collectlvemeasures for the prevention and removal of
threats to the peace” to achieving “international cooperation . in
promoting and encouraging respect for hurnan rights.”

In spiteOf momentous achievements of the Organization, the
outdated paradigm of exclusion has managed to creep in, turning the

duty to cooperate into propensity to politicize. The impact has
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nOwhere been mt)re dam.agin-g than in ,the field of hum'en righté. The
almost uncontrollable compulsion to subjugate everything to political
considerations Ieft its lndellble mark on mstrtutlons procedures andr
even on -concepts and principles, Ieadln_-g to an a‘cute imbalance in
interprétatibn,'implementatioh an.d enfo-rcement. of human rights. |
‘The prevalence of political manipulations, double standards and
~selectivity in the Commission. on. Human R.ights ‘and its' special
procedures was unlversally acknowledged, albeit for dlfferent reasons
and in different mstances by different . countries and political
persuasions. S_el.ectlwty and double standards are far more
detrimental, when they infect concepts and principles. Take fréedom
.of exp-ression for-"insfca'nce.'WhiIe racism and anti'—Sefnitism are rightly
condemned and even penali-zeld, widespread instances of ISIamophebia
| and blatant disregard forrthe_-valu_es,'_be'lief_s and sanctities of Muslim
eitiiens of many secieties. are 'n.c')t_ only Vt'olerat‘ed,‘ but e\)en' publicly
glorified‘as freedom of-expression. And we all slee'the catastrdphic_
'consequences-. | | | |
| Beyond the i.m’mediate and necessary actio.'n to denoe‘nce' and
condemn acts of verbel or physfcal violence, we all need t'e undertake a
soul-s_earc’hi'ng e>l<erci‘s-e: Why‘quite a sizeable number of i'.ndividulals and
| groups espousing extremist ideologies and engaged in acts of brutal

terror and heinous violence, in Europe and on a much bigger scale in-




Iraq and Syria, happen to be second generation cit'izens_of “Western
demdcracies.” It iS frightening that Da’esh terrdrists, beheading
innocent ciyilians, ‘speak European -Ianguéges with native accént. The
high rate of terrorist recruitments signify a systematic fairlure,‘ which has
led to marginalization, alienation and dfséhfranchisement of individuals
and groups born, raised and edUc_éted in “Western democracies.”

Another related question needs to be raisédand’an-swered. How
did these Organizations of Mass Murder evdlve in t-he'NIiddle East and
North Africa_? One exp<|a'nati0n',which relates directly to the challenges
'faced_by global effo.rts to promote énd protect human rights, is
noteworthy. These groups owe their inception and growth to the
shortsightedly defined security and strategic ,intérests of certain
regional and global players, convenienﬂy.shrouded under the p‘retext of
| human rights; Make no mistake: the"so called /slamic State of today -
which is neit.her Islamic nor a state'bgf the way — is composed of the SO
called freedom fighters of only a couple of years ago. Human rights
were the disguise for a- broad social, political_and strategic engineering
to transform the region and under‘mine governments deemed to be
Unfriénd'ly. |

The remedy to this tormenting sifuation should be of multiple
levels. The most i:mmediate and significant is fhe cog'n.iti\'/e- level. Ou’f

ideas, views, discourses and perspectives matter most.
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We should abandon the exclusionist mentality of the coId war era
and genuinely absorb and accept the principle that all human beings
are equal. We should, IlkeW|se recogmze that all human rlghts deserve

| -to be p_romoted and respected in a balanced manner.

. We must recoghize that in a globalized world, zero-sum

approaches - produce negative-sum situations. A true belief in the

common destiny of human being is the first step in this r'egard.

We should thus join hands to'--con.tain," control and defeat
Islamophobia .as well 'a-s'extremisms of other varieties.

| firmly believe that in spite of all challenges, the United Nations is

the most approprlate global settmg Wlth the capacrty to produce |deas

procedures and space for consensus bwldmg. lrans most _recent'

" contributions to this coI[ecti've-endeavor, which have been endorsed by

the General Assembly, hamel-y the Global Agenda on Dialog.ue Among

Civilizations (A/Res/56/6) “and _the_.World Against Violence and

Extremism (WAVE) (A/Res/68/127), represent our coI.Ie'ct_ive.resoIve to
usher in a paradigm of i'nclulsion; equal footing and cooperation.
- On the .politic'al‘ level, using human .rights as an instrument of

security policies should be shelved and selectivity and double standard

should be a'bandon'ed. We really need this paradigm shift; not to an_

‘unknown paradigm but simply back to the principles of the Charter.

- May be it is too much to expect that the paradigm shift could begin



with 'g.,"lobal security or disarmament, however urgently needed. But we
can cé-'rt'aihly start with human rights by resisting the urge to politicizé. :
everything.. |

Tb this end and for'thé sake of _credibili_ty of global_humén rights,
the grbs's and S\jstematit violations of the human r_igh'ts_ of the
Pales_tihiéh_s by the Istaeli regime should be _termi'na.ted- immediately
- and all resolutions of the Council in this reg'ard shbuld be implemented
vigorously. | | | |

Our multilateral ins’titution.s: .als.o need reform, répair and

adoption to the new realities of our globe. We are approachihg thel first
decade of fhe establishmeht of the. Human R_ights Counéil. This ComeiI
has a m-ixéd record. The Univer_s'al. Peri,odic. Review 'is'i‘ndeed a positive
one. It should be strengthened and its universal nature should be taken
more. sefiously. The Council has also. been ‘ablé tb. deepen our
understanding of the multidimensionality and diversity of human rights.
Studies such as the impact of corrubtion on .hUman rights, or the
negati\?e consequenc'és' pf coercive fneasure-s' are among other positive
achievements, |

- am\ho’peful, Mr. President, that we can move fofwa:rd _-and-builld :
further on these achievements by foregoing our propensity to politicizé |
f’o.r the sake of not only oﬁr duty, but in fact our unavoidable

imperative, to cooperate.







