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In full: US note on Venezuela 

The full text of a US diplomatic note obtained by the BBC outlining Washington's opposition to Venezuela's candidacy for a seat on the UN Security Council later this year: 

Defeating Venezuela in the 2006 Non-Permanent Seat on the Security Council 

Guatemala and Venezuela are competing for the Group of Latin American Countries' (GRULAC) seat in the UN Security Council for 2007 - 2008. Since there is no regional consensus on a candidate, the UN General Assembly will elect one of the two by secret ballot this coming October. 

The decision regarding the election of a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council is a crucial one that affects how well the Council will be able to address threats to international peace and security. 

This election is particularly important given the critical issues that will be facing the Council in the coming years, issues ranging from nuclear non-proliferation in Iran, to peacemaking and peacekeeping in Sudan, to the beginning of the peace building Commission. 

Unfortunately, Venezuela has shown that it is more concerned with disrupting international events than in working constructively to achieve common goals. The Venezuelan representatives disrupted the Community of Democracies meeting in Chile and the Summit of the Americas in Argentina. At the 2005 World Summit in New York, Venezuela was the only nation to reject the Outcome Document. 

We are deeply concerned that Venezuela would seek to disrupt the work of the Security Council and use the Council for ideological grandstanding rather than concrete problem-solving. 

We believe that Guatemala offers a viable alternative and enjoys substantial support in the Latin American region. Guatemala was a beneficiary of UN mediation and peacekeeping assistance, and now contributes its troops to six UN peacekeeping operations in various parts of the world, including the Congo where eight Guatemalan peacekeepers recently lost their lives. Guatemala has never served on the Council. (Venezuela has served four times.) 

We urge you to consider seriously the potentially negative consequences of Venezuela's membership on the UN Security Council and to consider Guatemala's candidacy. 

