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TORONTO, November 21, 2006 – B’nai Brith Canada has characterized the ‘fact-finding’ mission to Gaza and Israel by Louise Arbour, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, as yet another “attempt by the UN body to delegitimize the Jewish State”. 

“This latest trip to the region by Mme. Arbour who has turned a blind eye to the abhorrent Palestinian practice of using civilians as human shields, only reinforces the anti-Israel bias of the UN,” said Frank Dimant, B’nai Brith Canada’s Executive Vice President.

“Today, while visiting the city of Sderot, Mme. Arbour witnessed first hand Palestinian Kassam rockets being fired from Gaza landing in close proximity to her. We can only hope that this dangerous encounter will translate into new insight by the High Commissioner into a day in the life of Israeli citizens in Sderot, and elsewhere in the country, who continue to experience enormous suffering and loss because of ongoing, deadly Palestinian terrorist attacks aimed at them. 

“Mme. Arbour has demonstrated an inherent inconsistency by declaring on the one hand that Israel has a right to defend itself, yet on the other harshly critiquing Israel for its alleged human rights violations when it seeks to protect its civilians from terrorists hiding behind women and children.

According to this faulty logic, Israel has the right to defend itself, but must never exercise that right.”
