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Letter dated 18 May 2006 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i. of
the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General


I have the honour to attach herewith the official communiqué issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela concerning the most recent measure taken against Venezuela by the current Administration of the United States of America. The communiqué alerts the international community to this new phase of the strategy of the United States to overthrow the democratic Government of Venezuela and to prepare the political ground for an attack, on the pretext of a lack of “cooperation” in the war on terror (see annex).


I should be grateful if this letter and its annex could be circulated as a document of the General Assembly under agenda item 108, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Imeria Núñez de Odreman
Ambassador
Chargé d’affaires a.i.



Annex to the letter dated 18 May 2006 from the Chargé
d’affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-General



Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela



Ministry of Foreign Affairs



Communiqué


The Government of the United States of America has reached new heights of cynicism and audacity in attempting to yoke Venezuela into its particular vision of international terrorism. It claims that Venezuela is “not fully cooperating” in the fight against terrorism.


If “cooperating” means supporting the virtual genocide being perpetrated against the people of Iraq and not vigorously condemning it in every possible forum, then Venezuela is not prepared to cooperate in any way or under any circumstances. If condemning the attempt to force the people of Iran into renouncing their legitimate right to develop nuclear technology for peaceful purposes under the overt threat of launching military attacks against them means “not cooperating”, then Venezuela will answer with pride that, whatever the pressure brought to bear, it will never be party to making such demands.


The public is aware of how strongly the current Administration headed by President Bush defends the view that “a terrorist is not only a person who commits acts of terrorism, but also any person who harbours terrorists”. Well, according to this thesis, one can say without fear of contradiction that the current United States authorities are terrorists. International public opinion is also well aware of the protection being provided to the most criminal terrorist in the western hemisphere, Luis Posada Carriles, the notorious assassin in the pay of the CIA. The international public is aware of the instructions given by the current United States authorities to release the two individuals, Antonio Colina and Germán Varela, who were charged with terrorism in Venezuelan courts for having planted bombs in the diplomatic representations of Spain and Colombia, countries that have friendly relations with the United States of America. The Administration of President Bush has quite simply not replied to the request made by the Venezuelan courts to the United States Government for the extradition to Venezuela of the criminals in question to answer for their deeds before the courts, in compliance with existing treaties and with international law. On the contrary, they are shielding them behind such baseless accusations as the danger that these criminals might be tortured.


What is it that they are trying to hide with these accusations against Venezuela?


The root of the problem is not the so-called war on terror. At the heart of these despicable accusations is the futile smear campaign against Venezuela that seeks to isolate it, to destabilize its democratic Government and to prepare the political ground for an attack against it. To this end, they wish to, among other things, take away our ability to defend ourselves. Hence the ban on the sale of arms and related services. Hence too the pressures being exerted to prevent Venezuela from acquiring the means to defend itself, including even the means to guard its borders, as was the case with the negotiations to acquire aircraft from Spain and Brazil. Hence too the accusations that Venezuela is engaged in an arms build-up. That is too much childishness to hide behind brazen accusations and actions. They have also sought to isolate Venezuela from very dear fraternal countries on the continent and in the world. They have failed and will continue to fail.


The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela wishes to alert the international community to this new phase in the strategy of the United States to overthrow our democratic Government and to impose an obsequious dictatorship, as that country has so often done in the continent and in the world. It reaffirms that it will not yield to pressures and that it will firmly resist attacks of every kind, and cautions that the cowardly and opportunistic statements being made by some should not be confused with the will of our people. This error has been committed very recently with other peoples who are now paying the price with their dignity, but who are also exacting a price for the aggression being committed against them.


Our country extends an open hand of friendship to the people of the United States, but we will not hesitate to close it into a fist in response to any verbal or material aggression by the immoral Government which now guides the destiny of the people of the United States and which is aggressive by nature. Our people have faith in the good sense of the American people and are confident that they will succeed in imposing their will in the face of those who not only kill other peoples but also call on their own sons and daughters to sacrifice themselves in vain.
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