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November 23-24, 2015, UN Headquarters, New York
General Assembly: 62nd Meeting: Question of Palestine (Agenda Item 38); Situation in the Middle East (Agenda Item 37)

GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT: (Mogens Lykketoft)  The 62nd Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly is called to order.  The General Assembly will consider Agenda Item 38, entitled "Question of Palestine."  Under this item, the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People has been circulated in Document A/70/35, and the Report of the Secretary-General on the Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine has been circulated in Document A/70/354.
In connection with this item, the General Assembly has before it four draft resolutions issued as documents A/70/L.10, entitled "Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People"; A/70/L.11, entitled "Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat" -- "Division of Palestinian Rights for the Secretariat"; and A/70/L.12, entitled "Special Information Programme on the Question of Palestine of the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat," and A/70/L.13, entitled "Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine."

We meet today, ladies and gentlemen, in a mist of turmoil in the Middle East.  Conflicts in Syria and Yemen and a major refugee crisis, violent extermination, all are contributing to create growing instability across the region.  In this context, the question of Palestine takes an even greater significance.  Let me therefore reaffirm the General Assembly's resolute position that the United Nations has a permanent responsibility with regard to the question of Palestine until that question is resolved in a satisfy manner in accordance with international law.

Earlier today, I attended the observance of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.  Their event was organized by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, which was established 40 years ago.  It was established because, by then, no progress had been made on key United Nations principles on the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war, on equal rights, and on self-determination of peoples.

Regrettable, these principles continue to be violated to this very day.  The realities reflected by the fact that we have witnessed a new wave of violence across the occupied Palestinian territory in recent months.  The latest escalation in violence in Jerusalem and the West Bank is particularly concerning.  I urge all involved to bring an end to the violence and for strict compliance with international law.  

I also stress the importance of upholding the historic status quo of the holy sites, including the Haram Al Sharif.

Ultimately, the Israeli and Palestinian leaders have  a responsibility to avoid inflammatory actions, prevent escalation and defuse tensions.  The General Assembly has repeatedly affirmed the illegality of the Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including East Jerusalem.  The demolition of Palestinian houses and the construction of new settlements on occupied Palestinian land will not contribute to peace.  On the contrary, they will only increase tension and become a further impediment to peace.

In the Middle East, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, UNRWA, serves as a pillar of stability for some 5 million Palestine refugees.  It is our collective responsibility to ensure that UNRWA's core programs, foreseen by their mandate, education, health, relief and social services, are delivered in the most efficient manner.

Thanks to the support of donors and hosts, UNRWA has made tremendous progress in enhancing the human capital of Palestine refugees.  It has also helped ensure the protection of the Palestine refugees -- refuge community.  In addition, as it has been called upon, it has been called up on to manage crisis of varying intensity in all five fields of operation.  It is a very, very challenging agenda.  The General Assembly is the UN body who wrote UNRWA's mandate, where the mandate originates from.
I therefore see it as my responsibility to ensure that everything possible is done to ensure that UNRWA's mandate is carried out until the very day a political settlement between Israel and Palestine is reached.

Excellencies, on the 30th of September this year, we raised the flag of the State of Palestine here at the United Nations Headquarters in New York.  It was a symbolic acknowledgment of the contribution of the Palestinian people to addressing our common challenges, but it was also a reminder of the urgent need for a peaceful settlement on the ground.

I call on the international community, therefore, to help both parties to return to meaningful negotiations.  We must open the way to fulfill the vision of an independent, sovereign, democratic, contiguous and viable State of Palestine living side by side in peace and security with Israel within mutually recognized borders based on the pre-1967 lines.

On this organization's momentous 70th anniversary, let's therefore recall the ideals of peace, unity and human rights, and let us those -- use those ideas to inspire the momentum to find a lasting solution to this longstanding Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

I thank you for listening, and I now give the floor to His Excellency, Desra Percaya of Indonesia in his capacity as Vice-Chair of the Committee for the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, who will introduce Draft Resolution A/70/L.10, A/70/L.11, A/70/L.12 and A/70/L.13.
VICE-CHAIR, CEIRPP: (Desra Percaya) Mr. President, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, at the outset, let me thank all the delegations and you personally, Mr. President, for your active participation in this morning's special meeting of the Committee on the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to observe the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.  The messages and statements of support we heard this morning and received from world leaders speak with one voice of the strong will of the international committee to achieve a just and lasting solution of the question of Palestine that sees two states living side by side in peace and security.
Excellencies, we are meeting at a time when the world is entering a very dangerous phase.  The shadows of war and terrorism are swirling over the region and beyond.  Our sympathies go out to all the innocent victims of the barbaric atrocities that continue to occur in several parts of the world.

As we mourn the victims and coordinate our strategies to confirm expanding threats, it is important to not lose sight of the centrality of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  Violent extremism worldwide has have often used the story of this never-ending and unacceptable occupation as an effective recruitment tool.

70 years ago, the UN was created by countries just emerging from the trauma of World War II to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, reaffirm faith in human rights, in the dignity and worth of human persons, to ensure respect for international law, promote social and economic progress.

However, in the case of the Palestinian people, these lofty statements of the charter ring hollow.  Fast-forward to today, and the Palestinians are still regularly affected by the scourge of war three times in the last eight year.  Their fundamental human rights are trampled upon, and dignity, worth as humans, worth as humans and freedoms are an abstract concept to Palestinians, who endure the daily humiliations of the military occupation with Erez checkpoints, barbed wires, permits, walls, cages, arbitrary arrests, violence and extrajudicial executions.

The UN reports documenting the violations of international law and human rights norms in occupied Palestine could fill the General Assembly hall, most recently, the report on the Gaza War of 2014, still with no accountability for the perpetrators.

This year at the UN Sustainable Development Summit, world leaders inaugurated the agenda for sustainable development, which includes a set of 17 goals to end poverty, fight inequality, as well as injustice.  However, it must be openly acknowledged that occupation and the SDGs are mutually exclusive.  Better standards of living remains elusive goals where most of the land in the West Bank is off-limits to Palestinian development, and Gaza is blockaded and under siege, as the result of which GDP per capita in Palestine barely reached one-tenth that of Israel just over the Green Line.
Mr. President, one of the first orders of business of the newly born UN was peaceful settlements of the Palestine question.  The partition plan adopted on the 29th of November 1947 by this assembly, by the General Assembly, envisaged a Jewish state and an Arab state.  However, the ensuing war sent hundreds of thousands of Palestinians into perpetual exile and seemingly closed the door on the Palestinian state.

Thanks their bold leadership, Palestinians, a marginalized population of refugees scattered around the world, scattered around the region, found their voice on the international stage, and the Palestine issue was put back on the United Nations agenda.

40 years ago, our committee was given a mandate by this Assembly to promote the realization of the inalienable rights of the Palestinians to self-determination, national independence and sovereignty, and the right of Palestinian refugees, who now number over 5 million, to return to their homes.  This is a daunting task indeed, and this responsibility remains with us to this day.
This year, our committee concentrated our program of conferences on key issues.  We dedicated a conference in Vienna with efforts to move the stalled Gaza reconstruction forward.  We then went to Moscow to discuss efforts to find a political solution to this conflict.  Our conference in Brazil concentrated on settlements as an obstacle to peace and the responsibilities of third parties in this regard.  Our next conference in Jakarta will tackle Jerusalem, a key final status issue and a perennial flash point of conflict.

Tonight, we will inaugurate a photo exhibit on Gaza children in the Visitors Lobby, to which you all are invited.
We are grateful to our partners, the Organization for Islamic Cooperation and the League of Arab States, the UN OCHA, UNRWA and UNICEF, civil society and to all of you who took part in our events throughout the year.

I would like to commend the governments of those states that supported the initiative to raise the Palestinian flag at the UN.  This is a true sign of commitment by the international community to support the Palestinian people in exercising its inalienable right to self-determination, but much more needs to be done.

Regrettably, this past year did not bring tangible progress to the Palestinian people.  On the contrary, we are gravely concerned by the latest escalation of violence in Jerusalem and the West Bank.  Leaders have a responsibility to prevent incitement and respect the status of holy sites in word and deed.  We strongly condemn measures of collective punishment and excessive use of deadly force against unarmed protestors.  We equally condemn random attacks against innocent civilians.

I would like all of us to leave this hall with a great sense of urgency and renewed commitment.  The fallout of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict affects every country in this Assembly in very negative ways, and the risk of escalation is very high.

The Palestinians are desperate, and the Israelis are terrorized.  We are one major provocation on Jerusalem away from a descent into a religious war the likes of which the world has not seen.  The trust within the parties has reached a new low, and there are no new peace initiatives on the horizon coming from the -- there was -- there are no new peace initiatives on the horizon coming from the United States for at least a year.
The time for symbolic steps, half-measure and sterile debate is over.  Ours is a small committee with limited resources, and we are doing all we can to raise awareness of the issue and keep it on the front burner in the international arena.  Our committee firmly believes that the UN should continue to maintain its permanent responsibility towards the question of Palestine until it is effectively resolved in accordance with UN resolutions.

The committee also calls on the Security Council, a revitalized Quartet and regional players to take serious steps to salvage what remains of the two-state solution.  The committee, for its part, will continue to fulfill its General Assembly mandate.

Our committee has been a strong supporter of the two-state solution, and we intend to continue playing a consultive role in this regard.  There is no daylight between us and the rest of the General Assembly membership on the substance, as your overwhelming vote for the peaceful settlement resolution attests.  Nevertheless, some members still harbor old reservations about the committee.  Perhaps some of our discussions are seen as lacking balance by some member states.  But our doors are open, and we welcome all views.

By absenting themselves from our discussion, some members of this organization only ensure that their views are not reflected.  Advocating for the two-state solution should be accompanied by supporting the only body set up by the General Assembly within the United Nations devoted to that goal, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

Mr. President, in this context, I would like to introduce to the Assembly the four draft resolutions approved by the committee and circulated under this agenda item, namely, A/70/L.10, A/70/L.11, A/70/L.12, and A/70/L.13.  These drafts have been consulted with regional groups and approved by the committee.
The first three drafts are related to the work of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, the Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat, and the Special Information Programme on the Question of Palestine of the Department of Public Information.  They reaffirm the important mandates entrusted to these entities by the General Assembly.  As in the past, the committee intends to make sure that the resources available to it are employed in a cost-effective manner.
Allow me, Mr. President, to highlight a few elements in these resolutions.  As you will note, the Draft Resolution renewing the mandate of the committee contained in document L.10 notes with appreciation the efforts of UNCTAD to compile a report on the economic costs of the Israeli occupation for the Palestinian people and calls for the exertion of all efforts to expedite the conclusion of the report.

The second Draft Resolution in document L.11 renews the mandate of the Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat and requests the Secretary-General to provide the division with the necessary resources to ensure the implementation of all mandated activities.

The resolution on the Special Information Programme of the Division for Public Information in document L.12 renews the mandate of DPI to continue its initiative that effectively supports an atmosphere conducive to dialogue and peace efforts.

The fourth draft, entitled "Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine," as contained in document L.13, reiterates the position of the General Assembly with regard to the essential elements of such a settlement and includes references to the developments of the past year.  It calls for respect of the historic status quo at the holy places of Jerusalem in word and practice, and for immediate and serious efforts to defuse tensions.

It also recognizes that security measures alone cannot cope with the recent rise in violence, and calls for full respect for human life and establishment of a stable environment conducive to the pursuit of peace.  I hope these and other provisions of the stakes will meet your strong support.  I thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT:  I thank the Vice-Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.  And I now give the floor to His Excellency, Christopher Grima of Malta, Rapporteur of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, to introduce the committee's report.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON INALIENABLE PRACTICES RAPPORTEUR: (Christopher Grima)  Mr. President, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, it is an honor for me in my capacity as Rapporteur of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to present to the General Assembly the annual report of the committee contained in document A/70/35.  Allow me to summarize each section of the report.
After the introduction of the report, Chapters 2 and 3 outline the mandate entrusted to the committee by the General Assembly and the organization of the committee's work during the year.  Under Chapter 4, the report reviews the situation relating to the question of Palestine as monitored by the committee and contains a detailed factual account of developments that have taken place in the reviewed period, which ended on 6th October 2015.  The most recent events will be reflected in the next report.

Chapter 5 contains the action taken by the committee, including the Chairman's participation in General Assembly and Security Council debates, statements issued by the committee and its bureau, and the continued dialogue between the committee and members of intergovernmental organizations.  This chapter also informs about the various international meetings and conferences organized by the committee, as well as other mandated activities carried out by the Division for Palestinian Rights.

Chapter 6 provides an overview of the work done over the year by the Department of Public Information in pursuance of General Assembly Resolution 69/22 of November 2014.
The last chapter of the report contains the conclusions and recommendations of the committee.  In view of the faltered bilateral negotiations, the committee would welcome a comprehensive more regional solution, conceivably with support from a reinvigorated Quartet that includes greater engagement with key Arab states.  The committee also urges the Security Council and the General Assembly to give positive consideration to all proposals that endeavor to present a way out of the current impasse.

Regarding the reconstruction of Gaza after the 2014 War, the committee report calls for immediate steps to solidify the cease-fire and to accelerate reconstruction efforts, focusing on the physical rebuilding and delivery of affordable energy and sufficient water, and the amelioration of dire socioeconomic conditions.

The committee report calls upon the United Nations and donors to secure funding for the long term, including for UNRWA, and acknowledges the need for continued funding for the Gaza reconstruction mechanism.

Welcoming the fact-finding mission established by the Human Rights Council and the report of the United Nations Independent Commission of Inquiry on the 2014 Gaza Conflict as important steps towards bringing accountability for violations of humanitarian and human rights law, the committee report calls on the relevant bodies and authorities to vigorously follow up on the findings and recommendations with a view to ending impunity.

The committee report welcomes the appropriate stance by the European Union on the importation of products from illegal Israeli settlements and encourages other organizations and states to adopt and implement such policies that guarantee the adherence to international conventions in regard of illegal settlements in occupied areas, particularly the Fourth Geneva Convention.

It would welcome further steps taken by governments and private businesses to disassociate themselves from policies which directly or indirectly support settlements.  Expressing its appreciation for the funding in 2015 by the OPEC Fund for International Development of the Annual Training Program for Staff of the Palestinian Government, carried out annually by the Division, the report strongly recommends that this important mandated activity be continued and, where possible, further expanded.
The committee report suggests that its program of international meetings and conferences in 2016 be focused on amplifying international support for the achievement of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, stressing the role and responsibility of the United Nations in this regard and to continue to examine legal aspects of the question of Palestine.

The committee also suggests continuing to utilize the format of roundtable meetings, which has proven particularly useful in generating practical proposals for actions in the United Nations and beyond.

The committee report continues to encourage civil society partners to work with their national governments, parliamentarians and other institutions with a view to gaining their full support for the work of the committee and the United Nations as a whole.  The committee encourages its members and observers to mobilize their respective civil societies at the national level, in particular the youth, and to establish solidarity committees with the state of Palestine.

Finally, the committee report reiterates its view that the Special Information Programme on the Question of Palestine of the Department of Public Information has made an important contribution to informing the media and the public of the relevant issues, and requests the continuation of the program with the necessary flexibility warranted by developments relevant to the question of Palestine.

In closing, I would like to express the hope that the report that I have just presented will be of assistance to this General Assembly in its deliberations on the question of Palestine.  Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT:  I thank the Rapporteur of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.  And I now give the floor to the Observer State of Palestine.
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY: (Riyad Mansour)  Mr. President, I am honored to address the General Assembly in this important debate and on this day of International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, the 38th observance of this solemn day since the Assembly proclaimed it in 1977.

I reaffirm the gratitude of the Palestinian people and government for the support to the just cause of Palestine from every corner of the globe, and for the moving expressions of solidarity for our people today and through the long decades of their plight.  We renew our appreciation to the United Nations Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, which for 40 years has exerted efforts in support of the Palestinian people's rights and national aspirations to live in freedom, peace and security in their homeland.

We thank Ambassador for the sake of Senegal for his skilled chairing of the committee, and also thank Ambassador Desra Percaya for introducing the Draft Resolutions on the question of Palestine.  We also thank the Rapporteur, Ambassador Christopher Grima of Malta, for presenting the annual report, and thank the other bureau members -- Afghanistan, Cuba, Indonesia, Namibia and Nicaragua -- along with all of the committee members and observers for their principled, strong support.  We also thank the Division for Palestinian Rights and DPI, Special Information Programme on Palestine, for their efforts and support to the committee in the past year.

Today I also reiterate our appreciation to Secretary-General Ban-ki Moon for his report on the Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine and his efforts for peace and renew our appreciation for the support of the UN system, including inter alia the efforts of Undersecretary-General for Political Affairs, Jeffrey Feltman, and Special Representative and Coordinator Nikolay Mladenov, their teams and the tireless, extensive efforts of the UN agencies providing vital assistance to the Palestinian people, including UNRWA, UNDP, UNICEF, OCHA, WFP, OCHR, WHO, UN Women, UN Habitat and UNFPA, so generously supported by states, organizations and partners from around the world.

We are grateful for this political, humanitarian, socioeconomic and moral support, which has helped sustain the Palestinian people, including over 5.5 million Palestine refugees, through decades of conflict and crisis, and which remains essential for as long as their inalienable rights are denied, and this injustice persists.

Mr. President, while we fully recognize the importance of this support, we must again urgently appeal for more serious efforts in line with the UN Charter, the relevant resolutions and international law, including human and human rights law, to redress this injustice that our people have endured for far too long, and that has traumatized successive generations, depriving them of their rights and of a life of freedom, stability, prosperity and even hope.

As we mark that UN 70th anniversary, we recall that the question of Palestine is actually older than the organization itself, inherited from the League of Nations, which entrusted its mandate for Palestine to the United Kingdom and considered Palestine to be among the Class A mandates ready for independence.  Indeed, the Subcommittee reporting to the General Assembly, Ad Hoc Committee on the Palestinian Question in 1947 concluded, and I quote, "The people of Palestine are ripe for self-government, and that it has been agreed on all hands that they should be made independent at the earliest possible date.  It also follows from what has been said about -- that the General Assembly is not competent to recommend, still less to enforce, any solution other than the recognition of the independence of Palestine," end of quotation.
Tragically, that recommendation was not heeded, and 68 years ago, on 29 November 1947, the General Assembly adopted Resolution 181, Numeral 2, partitioning Palestine, changing the course of history and creating a wound that remains unhealed as the Palestinian people remain without independence and without their rights, suffering the grave injustice of a Nakba and brutal oppression under Israelis' foreign occupation for nearly a half a century, and the Middle East remains without peace.

History has repeatedly proven that it cannot be disregarded, and is directly relevant to the present.  In this case, a present where the international community continues to struggle with the question of Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli conflict and its far-reaching impact in the region, across the globe and on the viability of international law and the international system itself, a present where peace remains elusive despite the may efforts to realize it.
While countless resolutions, foremost by the Assembly and Security Council, have been adopted over the decades, while a landmark advisory opinion was endured -- rendered by the International Court of Justice, ICJ, in 2004, and while a global consensus exists on the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, the international promise to the Palestinian people remains unfulfilled and is at the heart of the United Nations' responsibility towards the question of Palestine until it is justly resolved in all its aspects.
What is lacking has not been support or solidarity for Palestine, but rather the political courage and will to implement those resolutions in the face of Israelis' total intransigence and disrespect for its league obligations.  Resolution after resolution is ignored as Israel, the same Israel created by General Assembly Resolution 181, arrogantly demands -- demeans the General Assembly and Security Council and tramples international law, perpetrating violations and crimes as if it were exempt from the law and is if the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was the exception to every norm and rule intended to ensure human rights and ensure peace and security.

We all agree that the situation is completely unsustainable.  So one must ask, what is the threshold for action?  We believe it is past time for the international community, particularly the Security Council, to overcome its paralysis and to act to confront this reality before all is completely lost, before hopes are diminished beyond salvation, before the two-state solution is destroyed and before the small prospects remaining for peace perish.
The experience of the past two decades and the current wave of volatility and despair reminds us that too many lines have been crossed, too many lives have been lost, and that things can indeed get worse.

Mr. President, in the past year, the situation deteriorated on every front.  Israel, the occupying power, continued its gross systematic breaches of international law, particularly the Fourth Geneva Convention, with many tantamount to war crimes.  This has aggravated already dire security, humanitarian and socioeconomic conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, the territory constituting the State of Palestine.
Israel has continued killing and injuring Palestinian civilians in military raids, air strikes and sniper attacks.  Children and youth are clearly being targeted by the excessive force and malice of the occupying forces and settlers.  The occupying power has also continued imprisoning, detaining, abusing and torturing thousands of Palestinians in its jails, destroying homes and infrastructure, including as acts of reprisal, forcibly displacing Palestinians, among them entire Bedouin communities, and collectively punishing Palestinian civilians, sparing no child, woman or man, most inhumanely in the form of its blockade on the entire population in the Gaza Strip, where it continues to obstruct movement and reconstruction, forcing our people to live in deprivation and the devastation of last year's brutal war, and the ones that preceded it.

Such illegal measures are the cause of pervasive insecurity among the defenseless Palestinian people and are inflicting widespread suffering and collective indignity.

At the same time, Israel has persisted with its unlawful colonization of the Palestinian land, rapidly constructing and expanding settlements, especially in occupied East Jerusalem, constructing an annexation wall, transferring thousands of settlers, confiscating Palestinian land, demolishing homes and property, imposing hundreds of checkpoints, impairing movement and socioeconomic life and exploiting natural resources and obstructing access to water and agricultural lands.

All of this has aimed at illegally and forcibly altering the character, status and demography of the territory and has severely fragmented it, undermining its contiguity and isolating Palestinian civilians in disconnected -- in disconnected walled bantustans, further entrenching the Israeli occupation and destroying the viability of the two-state solution based on the pre-1967 borders.
Moreover, Israeli government and religious leaders, occupying forces and extremist settlers have persisted with incursions, provocations and incitement in occupied East Jerusalem, particularly against Al Haram Al Sharif and the holy Al Aqsa Mosque, disrespecting the historic status quo and sanctity of the holy site and inflaming religious sensitivities.  Such actions risk disastrous consequences, including ignition of a religious conflict, which we have repeatedly warned about.
Israeli has also continued to inhumanely deny the rights of the Palestine refugees, foremost the right to return.  Absent is a just solution.  Their plight has endured for nearly seven decades, and their distress under occupation and in exile has been immense.  Successive crises, especially in Gaza and in Syria, have deepened their vulnerability, inflicting displacement and dispossession, death and injury, rising poverty and unemployment, and the fragmentation of their communities, creating an existential crisis and promoting -- prompting many to take the perilous journey across the Mediterranean in search of a safer, better life.

All of this has been accompanied by a systematic Israeli campaign denying the history, rights and national aspirations of the Palestinian people and racist, discriminatory policies against them.  There has been blatant dehumanization of the Palestinian people, who have been characterized as terrorists and animals, including by Israelis' highest officials, and whose legitimate resistance to the occupation has been criminalized as terrorism, quote-unquote.
In a cruel irony, this is being done in an attempt to legitimize Israelis' illegal occupation, negate the Palestinian national identity and justify continued control of the Palestinian people and land.  But this goal has never been achieved in an international environment where, thankfully, rule of law and human rights continue to prevail.  It has, however, succeeded in derailing all peace efforts, destabilizing the situation and intensifying human misery.
It has also exacerbated Israeli prejudices against the Palestinian people, fueling paranoia, aggression and extremism among Israelis, especially settlers, and supplying ample pretexts and incitement for their crimes and terror.

Faced with this reality, we continue to call for international protection for the defenseless unarmed Palestinian people.  The call for protection must not be viewed as unreasonable or unimaginable by anyone that respects international law, insists on the protection of civilians in armed conflict, and seeks peace.  Protection is essential, and the international community, particularly the Security Council and the High Contracting Parties of the Fourth Geneva Convention, has clear responsibilities in this regard.  Here, we stress the right to security is not exclusive to Israel, it is a right for all, including Palestinians, and neither the deescalation of the situation nor resumption of a peace process and negotiations will be possible absent such security.

Mr. President, continued appeasement and inaction by the international community cannot be justified under any pretext.  If Israeli is never is held accountable, it will only be emboldened to continue its violations and crimes, causing more suffering for the Palestinian people and making peace more impossible.

Israel must be demanded to cease its violations and comply with the law.  Military aggressions must end.  Settlement activities must end.  Settler terror must end.  The Gaza blockade must end.  Collective punishment must end.  Imprisonment and detention of Palestinians must end.  Destruction must end.  Provocations and incitement must end, including at Al Haram Al Sharif.  The humiliation and isolation of the Palestinian people must end.  This illegal occupation must end.

The Security Council must respond to this situation, which threatens international peace and security.  Current efforts to mobilize the Council must be supported, and engagement must be serious to address the immediate crisis situation, address the root causes of the conflict and chart a path for a credible political process, including by reaffirming the parameters of a just solution in accordance with the relevant UN resolutions, the Madrid principles and the Arab Peace Initiative, and setting a clear time frame for negotiations and an end to the occupation.
Moreover, in an era in which collective international efforts are being exerted to resolve conflicts and overcome major challenges, isn't it high time to apply such efforts to resolve Israeli-Palestinian conflict after all these decades?  Shouldn't the calls for an international support group and international conference for Israeli-Palestinian peace be heeded?  We believe they must, and call again for collective action to realize the two-state solution based on the pre-1967 borders and a just solution for the Palestine refugee question, the pillars of a lasting and comprehensive peace whereby the State of Palestine, with East Jerusalem as its capital, and the State of Israel can live side by side within secure and recognized borders, an imperative for a peaceful Middle East.
Mr. President, despite the grim realities and despair at this moment, the will of the Palestinian people and their leadership has not been broken, and they remain steadfast in their conviction, in the justness of their cause in international law and in the international community's pledges to achieve a just peace.
On 30 September, when the Palestinian flag was raised at the United Nations, another resounding, hopeful message was sent to the Palestinian people, reaffirming their legitimate national aspirations, their existence among the nations of the world, and their right to self-determination, to be a free people in control of their lives and dignity, a destiny in their own independent state.  From this Assembly rostrum, we appeal once more to the international community to act to bring this tragic conflict to an end, to help the Palestinian people fulfill their rights, achieve justice, achieve a sustainable peace, and secure Palestine's rightful place among the community of nations.  And I thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT:  I now give the floor to the distinguished representative of Israel.  

ISRAEL:  (Danny Danon)  Mr. President, 40 years ago Israel's Ambassador, Chaim Herzog, stood here at this very podium and stood up for truth and for high principle at the lowest point in the history of the United Nations.  He courageously denounced the shameful attempt to define the national aspirations of the Jewish people for a home as a form of racism, the very evil the Jews in countries around the world have suffered for centuries.  

As I stand here before you today, that infamous decision has been repealed, but an endless number of biased and backward measures have taken its place.  Over the years, this assembly has passed countless one-sided resolutions blaming Israel for any and all problems confronting the Palestinians.  

It is unfortunate that the 70th session has joined the pitiful UN tradition of passing more than 20 empty anti-Israel resolutions, which deepen the conflict, distance us from real dialogue and diminish the prospects of peace.

We do not need these resolutions because we already had the resolution we needed.  Before all the endless documents and declarations, this assembly adopted a resolution to partition the British mandate into a Jewish state and an Arab state.  

We accepted and established a state for the sake of self-determination.  The Arabs rejected it and launched a war.  Despite all the years of distortion and misinformation, there is one simple truth about the root cause of the conflict that remains clear an unimpeachable.  If the Arab states and the Arabs of mandatory Palestine had accepted the existence, the very existence of a Jewish state, Israelis and Palestinians would have been spared decades of needless conflict, of unnecessary pain and suffering, and of the devastating loss of life on both sides.  

But instead of saying yes to living side by side with Israel in peace, the Palestinians said no; no to peace and no to the existence of a Jewish state.  The echoes of that no continue to this very day.  

Mr. President, the resolutions before this assembly deliberately ignore the root cause of the conflict, the unwillingness of the Palestinians even today, even now to accept a Jewish state in any part of the land between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea.  

As we are here today to debate the "question of Palestine," let me ask this chamber why did the Palestinians reject peace offers which have granted them a state, not once, not twice, but three times -- three times.  Why do the launch a violent wave of terror every time they had opportunity for statehood?  

After Israel signed the Oslo Accords and recognized the PLO, shootings, stabbings and suicide bombing took the lives of nearly 300 Israelis.  Following Arafat's rejection of a state for the Palestinians at the Camp David Summit in the year 2000, the Palestinian leadership ignited a five-year Intifada in which more than 1,000 Israelis were killed.  

Since Israel withdrew all -- all of its security forces and evacuated all Israeli communities from Gaza in 2005, more than 11,000 rockets have rained down on Israeli cities.  Let's stop avoiding the real pressing question of Palestine and ask ourselves if the Palestinian leaders really want peace, why do they refuse to sit in the same room with the Israeli Prime Minister to sit down and to negotiate? 

If the Palestinian leaders truly want a home for the Palestinian people, why do they reject the very idea of a home for the Jewish people?  If the Palestinian leaders are concerned for the protection of their own people, why do they encourage and incite them to terror and violence?

Mr. President, looking for answers to any of these questions in the resolutions being discussed here today is harder than finding a needle in a haystack.  Instead, it is business as usual at the UN; hollow decisions and empty gestures.

Let no one be fooled.  No amount of biased resolutions and empty symbols will bring the change that the people of the region so desperately need.  You can wave the Palestinian flag here in the UN, but as long as the Palestinians fail to raise a generation committed to peace and reconciliation, there will be no end to violence.  

As long as those in this chamber do not demand that the Palestinian leaders make the difficult decisions needed for peace, no rhetoric will improve the lives of the Palestinian people.

Mr. President, since September, the Israelis have experienced a wave of terror.  Innocent Israeli men, women and children have been brutally stabbed in the streets and intentionally run over at bus stops day in and day out, all for the crime of being Jews living in Israel.  

Here in front of this assembly I would like to read out the names of those innocent victims of terror murdered in cold blood:  Alexander Levlovich, Naama Henkin, Eitam Henkin, Aharon Banita-Bennett, Nehemia Lavi, Alon Govberg, Chaim Haviv, Yeshayahu Krishevsky, Richard Lakin, Omri Levy, Avraham Asher Hasno, Simcha Hodedtov, Benjamin Yakubovich, Ya'akov Litman, Netanel Litman, Reuven Aviram, Aharon Yesayev, Yaakov Don, Ezra Schwartz, Shadi Arafa, Hadar Buchris, Ziv Mizrahi.  Ladies and gentlemen, look at the faces of the innocent victims of the Palestinian terror.  

This is a shameful day for the UN.  Instead of issuing a clear and categorical statement denouncing all acts of terror, this institution has granted legitimacy to Palestinian terror.  The heinous murder of innocent Israelis just because they are Israelis is no different than the cruel massacre of innocents in France.  Terror is terror is terror, and it must be fought against, not justified.

Terror has no borders, and we must fight it wherever we find it, whether it Hamas in Gaza, Palestinian terror in the streets of Israel, or ISIS attacks in the streets of Europe.  These terrorist attacks and killings are a direct result of incitement.

Palestinian officials continue to use inflammatory rhetoric and dangerous incitement to intensify this wave of terror against Israeli civilians.  If the UN wants to play a constructive role, it must get a grip on reality and hold the Palestinians accountable.  Demand that the Palestinian leaders cease their incitement to violence.  Insist that President Abbas finally, finally respond to Prime Minister Netanyahu's repeated call to negotiate, and make it clear that peace will only come once the Palestinians accept that Israel is the home of the Jewish people.

Mr. President, this assembly may have repealed the disgraceful resolution that equates Zionism with racism.  However, 40 years later many in this institution still display hatred and hostility toward Israel.  The credibility of this institution depends on its integrity and its impartiality.  The bashing of Israel here at the UN undermines the very values and ideals this institution was intended to uphold.

If you really want to understand how unique Israel is in the region, all you need to do is ask yourself if you are a woman or if you are gay, if you are Jewish or Muslim or Christian, hoping to practice your faith openly and proudly with no fear, is there anywhere else in the region, in the Middle East, from Khartoum to Kabul, from Tunis to Tehran, where you would rather to live and practice your religion?  This is the Israel that I know, and this is the Israel that I am proud to represent today.

Mr. President, we look forward to the day when then Palestinians finally recognize the right of the Jewish people to a state in Israel.  We look forward to the moment that Palestinian leaders follow the path of President Sadat of Egypt and King Hussein of Jordan, who bravely grasped Israel's extended hand for peace.  Their example is testament to the fact that people can only be achieved through direct negotiations.  

We look forward to a time when the Palestinians focus on building their own institutions, instead of attacking Israel in this institution.  When that day comes, the Palestinians will find a partner for peace.  Thank you.  

PRESIDENT:  I thank the distinguished representative of Israel.  I now give the floor to the distinguished representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran on behalf of the Nonaligned Movement.  

IRAN (NAM) (Gholamali Khoshroo)  Mr. President, I have the honor to speak on behalf of the Nonaligned Movement.  Today is the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, the solemn occasion for renewing our shared commitment to a just and lasting solution for the question of Palestine and a durable peace in the Middle East. 

NAM fully supports the observance of this day as it provides an opportunity to reflect on the situation of decades of denial of the rights of the Palestinian people and nearly a half century of foreign occupation that has subjected the Palestinian people to gross and systemic human rights violations and grave pain and suffering, which are at the heart of the Palestinian question and so many other issues in the Middle East. 

The Nonaligned Movement takes this opportunity to reaffirm its longstanding solidarity with the Palestinian people and reiterates its support for the realization of their legitimate national aspiration and inalienable right to self-determination, and the right to the independent and viable state of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital on the basis of relevant international resolutions and references, as well as a just solution for the plight of the Palestinian refugees in accordance with the resolution 1943.

Mr. President, it is most regrettable and alarming that the situation in occupied Palestine, including East Jerusalem, continue to dramatically deteriorate over the past year as a result of Israel's crimes and violations against the Palestinian people.  

Too many generations have already been scarred by this tragic conflict, and too many innocents have suffered, and it is beyond time to bring this tragedy to an end.  Peace and justice must prevail over ongoing occupation and conflict.  This requires concerted, collective effort with international law and more responsibility at the helm of to end this abhorrent Israeli occupation and impunity that has inflicted so much misery.

In this regard, the movement draws urgent attention to the dangerous situation being precipitated in occupied East Jerusalem, including at Al Haram Al Sharif, Al Aqsa mosque compound by the actions of Israel, the occupying power, and Israeli extremist elements, including Israeli settlers.

The Movement strongly condemns all acts of violence and the provocation and incitement by Israeli occupying forces and extremists at this sensitive holy site, which threaten to further destabilize the already fragile situation with far-reaching consequences for the region and beyond.

NAM calls for full respect for the sanctity of Al Haram Al Sharif and the historic status quo and arrangements at this holy site by all parties.  NAM calls for respect of the rights of Muslim worshippers at Haram Al Sharif to worship in peace, free from violence, threats and provocations.  

NAM believes that the continuation of Israel's illegal settlement campaign, which is at the core of this foreign occupation, remains the major obstacle to peace, undermining all efforts to resume a credible peace process and casting serious doubts on Israel's alleged commitment to end its foreign occupation of the Palestinian land and achieve the two state solution on the basis of pre-1967 borders and a just, lasting and comprehensive peace.

NAM calls once again upon the international community to act collectively and forthwith to compel Israel, the occupying power, to cease this destructive and illegal practices and to abide by all of its obligations under international law, including humanitarian and human rights law in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem.  The Security Council in particular has clear responsibility in this regard.  

NAM must also express its grave concern over the critical situation of the Palestinian refugees.  According to the Commissioner's General report, the occupation in Palestine continues to adversely define every aspect of the daily lives of youths and camp residents, affecting everything from security and freedom of movement to livelihoods and employment.

Palestine refugees continue to face serious protection challenges due to ongoing occupation, armed conflict and displacement, and are sinking deeper into poverty and desperation.  

NAM expresses its deep appreciation for the invaluable work done by UNRWA in all fields of operation in assisting the Palestinian refugees in all fields of operation, in spite of widespread instability in the region and serious financial challenges.

We affirm that UNRWA remains essential for ameliorating the tragic plight of the Palestine refugee pending a just solution based on resolution 194, and call upon the international community to support the agency.  

Mr. President, it is necessary to also highlight the extremely critical situation in the Gaza Strip, where the entire Palestine civilian population, the majority of Palestinian refugees, is being collectively punished by the illegal and inhumane Israeli blockade.  This now eight-year blockade continues to affect every aspect of life in Gaza, destroying the economy, obstructing humanitarian aid, and basic materials from reaching them, impeding reconstruction of the thousands of destructed homes and infrastructure and obstructing economic and social recovery.

At the same time, we must express our grave concern over the plight of the thousands of Palestinian prisoners and detainees, including children and women being held in the occupation's jail.  We call for respect of their human rights in accordance with international law, call for international monitoring of their conditions and call for their release.

NAM calls on the international community to uphold its moral, political and legal responsibilities to bring an end to Israel's illegal policies and practices against Palestinian people and calls upon Israel, the occupying power, to immediately and fully abide by its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention, all of the relevant UN resolutions, including Security Council resolution 1868, 2009.  

Mr. President, Lebanon also continues to suffer from consecutive Israeli violation of its borders and incursion against its territory, followed by subsequent years of occupation and aggression.  Unfortunately, Israel still continues to violate Lebanese air space, intensifying its incursions over Lebanon.  Such activities are a blatant violation of Lebanese sovereignty and the relevant international resolution, in particular resolution 1701, 2006.  

The provisions of that resolution should be implemented in a manner that guarantees the consolidation of the foundations of stability and security in Lebanon, and prevents Israel from undertaking its daily violation of Lebanese sovereignty.

With regard to the occupied Syrian Golan, the Movement condemns all the measures taken by Israel, the occupying power, to alter the legal, physical and demographic status of the occupied Syrian Golan, which have intensified after the outbreak of Syrian crisis.  The Nonaligned Movement, once again, demands that Israel abide by resolution 497, 1981 and withdraw fully from the occupied Syrian Golan to the border of 4 June, 1967 in implementation of resolution 242 and 338.  

Mr. President, in closing NAM wishes to once again urgently appeal for collective international action, particularly by the Security Council, based on its charter duties to justify and decisively address the long-simmering Arab-Israeli conflict with the question of Palestine at its core.

NAM supports the resolution of this assembly for the peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine and calls on Security Council to implement its own resolutions to contribute to the realization of a just, lasting, comprehensive and peaceful solution and the realization of long-overdue justice and independence for the Palestinian people.  Thank you, Mr. President. 

PRESIDENT:  I thank the distinguished representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  I now give the floor to the distinguished representative of the European Union.  

EUROPEAN UNION:  Thank you, Mr. President.  I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union.  The candidate countries, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia, the country of the stabilization and association process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina and the EFTA country, Iceland, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the Republic of Moldova, align themselves with this statement.

Mr. President, the European Union reaffirms its commitment to a just and comprehensive relationship of the Israeli/Palestinian question, based on the two-state solution with the state of Israel and an independent, democratic, contiguous, sovereign and viable state of Palestine living side by side in peace and security and mutual recognition.  

There is no alternative to the two-state solution.  A one-state reality would not be compatible with the legitimate national aspirations of both Israelis and Palestinians, and yet the viability of the two-state solution is constantly being eroded by new facts on the ground.

We have repeated time and again that the status quo is unsustainable.  Recent events show that this is true.  Last year during the summer, for the third time in less than seven years, we witnessed hostilities in Gaza and in southern Israel, which caused the death or injury of thousands of people, and among them a majority of civilians, and produced a catastrophic humanitarian situation in Gaza we still witness today.

These past weeks, we have witnesses an increase of tensions, clashes and terror attacks in Israel and in the occupied Palestinian territory, which once again left many innocent civilians dead and thousands injured.  

In the region, the spread of radicalism, extremism and terrorism have created the context that makes solving the Israeli-Palestinian question more urgent than ever.  The message is clear.  We must make progress towards a just and lasting peace.  A credible political horizon for both the Israelis and the Palestinians is needed, a political horizon that must point clearly at the possibility of putting an end to this conflict, thus ensuring that the legitimate aspirations of both parties, including those of Israelis for security and those of Palestinians for statehood, are fulfilled.

Mr. President, the European Union believes that the only way to resolve the conflict is through an agreement that ends the occupation which began in 1967, that ends -- that ends all claims and that fulfills the aspirations of both parties.  The basis for this lasting solution can be found in the relevant UN Security Council resolutions, the Madrid Principles, including land for peace, the roadmap, the agreements previously reached by the parties, and the Arab peace initiative.  

We believe that clear parameters defining the basis for negotiations are key elements for a successful outcome, and we remain convinced that the EU's position on parameters, as set out in the Foreign Affairs Council conclusions of July 2014 on four final status issues, such as borders, security, refugees and Jerusalem, provides a basis for achieving consensus on the way forward.

Mr. President, I will make three points regarding the situation on the ground on the present escalation of violence, on the need to preserve the two-state solution, and on the still-dire situation in Gaza.  The European Union remains extremely concerned by the recent escalation in violence and tensions in Israel and in the occupied Palestinian territory.  

We condemn in the strongest terms all acts of terror. They are simply unacceptable and they can never be justified.  We insist that all perpetrators of crimes or of acts of terror against the Israelis, as well as against the Palestinians, must be brought to justice.  Both Israeli and the Palestinian people have the right to live in peace and security.

We are also concerned at recurring tensions and clashes at the Haram Al Sharif Temple Mount.  We renew our appeal for full respect of the holy sites and underline that any change of the status quo would have deeply destabilizing effects.

We also fully acknowledge the special role of Jordan in Muslim holy shrines in Jerusalem.  We welcome the understandings that have been reached between Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority in this regard last month, and we recall the agreements previously reached in October 2014, and we call for their full implementation.

Jerusalem is a city sacred to three religions and all should be working for dignity and justice for people of all faiths.  The preservation of the viability of the two-state solution is at the core of EU policy and will remain a priority.  Settlements are illegal under international law and an obstacle to peace.  

We reiterate our strong opposition to Israel's settlement policy and actions taken in this context, such as building the separation barrier beyond the 1967 line, demolition and confiscation, including of EU-funded projects, evictions, forced transfers, including of Bedouins, illegal outposts, settler violence and restrictions of movement and access.

These actions seriously threaten the two-state solution.  Settlement activity in East Jerusalem seriously jeopardizes the possibility of Jerusalem serving as the future capital of both states.  The European Union will continue to closely monitor developments on the ground and their broader implications and remains ready to take further action in order to protect the viability of the two-state solution.

The European Union and its member states reaffirm their commitment to ensure continued full and effective implementation of existing EU legislation and bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement products.  We are also committed to ensure that in line with international law, all agreements between the state of Israel and the European Union must unequivocally and explicitly indicate their inapplicability to the territories occupied by Israel in 1967.  

The European Union is also extremely concerned that more than one year after the tragic hostilities of summer 2014, the humanitarian and socioeconomic situation in Gaza remains dire and the root causes of the conflict unaddressed.  Addressing the situation must be an immediate priority for the parties and for the international community.  We welcome steps taken by Israel to ease restrictions in Gaza, including the resumption of limited trade from Gaza to the West Bank for the first time since 2007.  

However, positive measures are now needed that enable the full delivery of humanitarian aid, reconstruction and economic recovery on a permanent basis.  We continue to call for a fundamental change of the political, security and economic situation in the Gaza Strip, including the end of the closure and a full opening of the crossing points, while addressing Israel's legitimate security concerns.

Rocket fire by militant groups is unacceptable and underlines, again, the danger of escalation.  All stakeholders must commit to nonviolence and peace.  The European Union has always supported the intra-Palestinian reconciliation behind President Abbas.  Palestinian unity is a fundamental element, not only for reaching the two-state solution, but also to ensure security for Palestinians and Israelis and to improve the situation in Gaza.

Palestinian factions must make reconciliation and the return of the Palestinian Authority to Gaza a top priority.  The Palestinian Authority must take greater responsibility in this regard and assume its government function in the Gaza Strip, including in the field of security, civil administration and through its presence at the Gaza crossing points.

The European Union is ready to provide full support to these efforts, including through the rapid reactivation and possible extension and scope and mandate of its EU BAM Rafah and EU POL COPPS missions. 

Mr. President, in this framework that I have described, the challenge now is to build the conditions that could open the way to a resumption of meaningful negotiations and lead to a comprehensive agreement on all final status issues.  An immediate end to all violence is clearly of paramount importance.  Security measures alone though cannot stop the cycle of violence.  

We also need to work on finding a new entry point for the start of a political process that builds the conditions for credible negotiations, thus providing a meaningful political horizon and maintaining a real perspective of final and comprehensive settlement of this conflict.  

The European Union welcomes and will actively contribute to initiatives by the Quartet aimed at engaging with the parties in order to explore concrete actions both sides can take to demonstrate their genuine commitment to pursuing a two-state solution.

Together with our quartet partners, we will encourage efforts to agree on significant steps, including concrete steps to implement agreements that have already been signed that benefit both Israelis and Palestinians.  We need to look at transformative measures, at steps on the ground that would help Palestinians to increase control over their own lives, while upholding security of both Palestinians and Israelis.

We remain convinced that concrete and significant steps must be taken to stabilize the situation and reverse current trends by showing meaningful progress towards creating a two-state reality on the ground and restoring hope among Palestinians and Israelis that the negotiated peace is possible.

Securing a just and lasting peace will also require an  increased common international effort.  The EU will continue to work actively on a renewed multilateral approach to the peace process in consultation with all relevant stakeholders, including partners in the quartet, notably the United States, in the region, and in the UN Security Council.

We also underline the importance of engaging in joint work with the regional partners on the basis of the Arab peace initiative, which provides a significant and important vision for a comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and an opportunity for building a regional security framework.  We welcome efforts by quarter envoys in this regard.   

International and regional support is crucial for a comprehensive peace, but ultimately the most important element is leadership and determination by the parties themselves.  Israeli and Palestinian leaders need to prove their commitment to a two-state solution in deeds, not just words.  They must avoid all actions that might call into question their stated commitment to a negotiated solution and refrain from incitement, provocation or retaliation.  

No one should ever condone violence.  There can be no ambiguity in this.  Security forces must always strive to avoid loss of life.  Israeli and Palestinian leaders will have to take courageous choices.

First of all, they have to do all in their power to ease current tensions and contain violence, but they will also have to show that they are willing and ready to make the historic and difficult decisions that are needed if peace is to be reached.  They must realize that waiting is not an option.  Waiting is a risk that the international community cannot afford.  Even more so, it is a risk that the parties cannot afford.

Mr. President, let me conclude by saying that the European Union will do all it can to support the achievement of a lasting and just solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  If the parties make the strategic choice of peace, the EU and the international community will support them every step of the way.  We reaffirm here that in the event of a final peace agreement, the EU remains ready to offer to both parties an unprecedented package of political, economic and security support, and a special privileged partnership with the EU.

At the same time, we recall that the future development of our relations with both the Israeli and Palestinian partners will also depend on their engagement towards a lasting peace based on the two-state solution.  I thank you, Mr. President.

KUWAIT (OIC):  Mr. President, I am honored to address the General Assembly today on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.  At the outset, I wish to express our gratitude to you for your wise leadership of the work of the General Assembly.  In addition, I wish to extend our appreciation to the chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and rapporteur of the committee for their efforts and their report.

Mr. President, our meeting today takes place in a decisive historical context, as the occupied Palestinian territory, particularly the occupied city of Jerusalem, have been witnessing a dramatic deteriorating situation as a result of the escalation of Israeli military aggression against the unarmed, defenseless Palestinian people and their holy places.  

It has to be emphasized that Israel's ongoing oppression of the Palestinian people, its flagrant violations of all applicable provisions of international law, including humanitarian and human rights law, and its disrespect of agreements with the Palestinian side have brought the situation to a dangerous juncture.

We should also note that the recent escalation comes as an extension of the ongoing Israeli aggressions against Christian and Islamic holy sites in East Jerusalem, especially Al Haram Al Sharif, which houses the holy Al Aqsa mosque.  We have warned on several occasions that the crimes and aggressions by Israel, the occupying power, and its settlers and extremists against the holy sites in Jerusalem could spark a religious war, one that Israel alone would bear the responsibility of its consequences and one that must be averted by all means.

The OIC condemns in the strongest terms the continuation of the Israeli aggression, especially the policy of execution and deliberate murder carried out by the Israeli occupation forces and extremist Israeli settlers against defenseless Palestinian civilians, including children.  

The OIC also condemns Israeli persistence with its settlement policy, especially in occupied East Jerusalem, which clearly aims at illegally altering the demographic composition, character and status of the occupied Palestinian territory, in addition to creating de facto realities that would make the two-state solutions impossible to achieve.

Further, the OIC condemns the Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip, now in its eighth year, and calls for an end to this inhumane massive collective punishment of the Palestinian people.  These Israeli acts of aggression constitute war crimes, and the perpetrators should be brought to justice.

The OIC reiterates its call for the international community to act swiftly and take measures to stop these violations and to provide protection for the Palestinian people.  It is no longer morally acceptable for the international community, particularly the Security Council, to remain silent or only express concern about the horrendous Israeli war crimes and atrocities against the people under its 48th year military occupation.

There is no doubt that Israel considers the silence of the international community towards its crimes as encouragement to proceed with the state terrorism.  The United Nations has a permanent responsibility towards the question of Palestine until it is justly resolved in all aspects.  In the absence of a just solution, it must continue to ensure the necessary assistance to the Palestinian people, including to more than 5.5 million Palestinian refugees registered with UNRWA, and must continue to demand that international community law and other relevant international mechanisms for the protection of civilians and institutions of armed conflicts be fully upheld in Palestine.

Mr. President, we would like to emphasize that failure to find a just solution to the question of Palestine, which is the core of the Middle East conflict, will only exacerbate the already-unstable regional situation.  Therefore, the OIC urges the international community to work strenuously for achieving peace in accordance with a two-state solution on the basis of the pre-1967 borders and the resolutions of international legitimacy and the Arab peace initiative.

In this regard, we call on the Security Council to act immediately to set a well-defined timeframe for ending the Israeli occupation with international guarantees and binding implementation mechanisms and to work towards enforcing its historical resolutions that ensure the Palestinian people exercise their inalienable and legitimate national rights, particularly the right to self-determination in their independent state of Palestine, with East Jerusalem as its capital.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

LEBANON:  Mr. President, without a doubt, our meeting this year on the Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People is especially important, given that it is the first meeting following the raising of the flag of the state of Palestine at the United Nations in accordance with the resolution adopted by this very assembly.  

Despite the symbolism of this step, which is a natural continuation of accepting the state of Palestine as an observer member of this organization, it must not divert our attention for a moment from the fact that the state of Palestine is still living under the yoke of occupation.

This organization, based on its charter and its role in advancing the principles and provision of international law, must provide all means of assistance and support for the state of Palestine to end the occupation and achieve independence.  

Furthermore, accepting the state of Palestine as an observer member in the United Nations must not divert our attention for a moment from its right, similar to other states, to full membership at this organization.  

Mr. President, allow me to commend the recent decision by the European Union on requesting the clear marking of the products of Israeli settlements in the occupied territories.  Without a doubt, this is an important decision and a move in the right direction.  

There is a need for international concerted efforts in order to end settlement activities in all their forms.  Truth be told, settlement activities are not only a flagrant violation of the UN charter and the principles and provisions of international law and international humanitarian law and decisions adopted by the General Assembly, the Security Council and the Human Rights Council, as well as the advisory opinion of the ICJ.  The continued settlement activities are also a main reason why attempts at reviving the peace process have failed. 

Mr. President, we gather here today as the situation continues to deteriorate in the occupied territories.  In addition to the expansion of settlements, in addition to the rise in terrorist settlement operations that target Palestinian civilians' lives and property, they do not even spare innocent children.

Israel continues its provocative practices in the occupied Jerusalem against Al Haram Al Sharif, as a part of a wider policy of aggression to change the character and identity of the holy city.  Therefore, and as a result of this dangerous situation that clearly shows that Israel is not only ignoring its responsibility in accordance with the international humanitarian law vis-à-vis the protection of the occupied territories and their property, on the contrary, it is increasing its attacks against them.  It is threatening their livelihoods.

Pending the end of the occupation, the international community must itself provide the requirements of this protection.  An action by the Security Council in taking the necessary measures to do so, this General Assembly must rise to this challenge.  It must adopt the necessary resolutions in this regard, as it has done in the past on many occasions when the Security Council failed to fulfill its duties in maintaining international peace and security.  

Mr. President, the situation is not only dangerous in the occupied Palestine, but all over the world as well, especially with the spread of terrorist threats and operations.  We must unify and step up international efforts, not more than ever, to confront the challenges posed by terrorists and eradicate terrorism.  

Allow us to reiterate today and now what we have repeated on more than one occasion.  Success in confronting terrorists must not be limited to providing financial security or even military measures alone.  We must address the root causes of terrorism.  Without a doubt, these are diverse.  They include extreme poverty, the rise of unemployment, in addition to the feelings of frustration, despair, exclusion or oppression.

However, the main causes of terrorism also include a prolonged feeling of injustice and despair.  Mr. President, in order to uproot terrorism, our message to you is do not underestimate the risks of a prolonged feeling of injustice, which is not only felt by Palestinians alone, as a result of the violence of the occupation and its threats to their lives, their livelihood, their identity and holy sites, it is also felt by most Arabs and Muslims.

Mr. President, the most important thing is we must not allow Palestinians to lose hope.  I thank you. 

PAKISTAN:  Thank you, Mr. President.  As we mark another International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People today, let us start by acknowledging that the tragedy of Palestine, including the occupation of some of Islam's holiest sites in East Jerusalem, has been at the heart of the turmoil in the Middle East.  

It is this conflict which has contributed most significantly to the anger and frustration among the people of the Arab and the Muslim world.  The resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is essential for peace and stability throughout the Middle East.  It is also essential to enable us to address the drivers of extremism and terrorism.

The Palestinian people, who have endured a serial tragedy for over 70 years, deserve the full solidarity and support of the international community.  They have suffered decades of foreign occupation, repression and humiliation.  They have been subjected to targeted killings, collective punishment, arbitrary detention and countless other violations of human rights and international humanitarian law. But sadly, no end seems to be in sight to their suffering.  

Mr. President, Israeli restrictions on Palestinian freedoms and rights, harassment and violence by Israeli settlers, construction of illegal settlements, terror and provocation in and around the holy sites, including the Al Aqsa mosque, and bleak prospects for peace are compounding the plight of the Palestine people.  

The collective punishment of Gaza continues for the eighth year.  The warning that Gaza could become unlivable by 2020 has gone unheeded.  The situation deteriorated further when the Israeli offensive last year pushed many more Palestinian families into poverty and worsened their economic conditions.  Together with delays in reconstruction and continuing curbs on movement, this warning is already becoming a reality.

All this, coupled with the continued persecution of Palestinian youth, will inescapably lead to more violence and a deepening of their sense of despondency.  

Mr. President, we believe durable peace can only be achieved through political solutions, not by heavy-handed tactics and use of brute force against unarmed civilians.  A just, sustainable and equitable solution of the Middle East conflict is only possible through an independent and viable state of Palestine, based on the pre-1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.

Resumption of negotiations are the best way forward, but talk should be meaningful and result-oriented, and not a means to provide space to Israel to further shrink prospects of a contiguous state of Palestine through its illegal settlement construction on Palestinian lands.

The international community must work with determination to help in resuming a process with clear timelines and parameters.  The Security Council, of course, has the primary responsibility to maintain international peace and security.  While it continues to procrastinate and dither for political reasons, the prospects of a two-state solution keep fading.  

Israeli intransigence and its belligerent actions continue to undermine the possibility of reviving the peace process.  The Security Council has an obligation to play a role.  It must act on this most potent threat to international peace and security.  We support the Palestinian demand for international protection.  The paper on the subject, which the Secretary General shared with the Council last month, provides options that need to be seriously considered.

But Mr. President, Palestinians cannot simply be asked to wait until another peace process takes shape.  Immediate steps must be taken to alleviate their immense suffering and to give them hope about their future.  Pressure must be mounted on Israel to immediately one, lift the blockade of Gaza, two, irrevocably end all illegal settlement construction.  Three, release all Palestinian detainees, and four, end the demolition of Palestinian homes and expulsion of Palestinians from their properties.

These steps, of course, are not ends unto themselves.  They're simply the means to prevent the situation from going into an abyss.  Mr. President, another dimension of conflict in the Middle East is the Israeli occupation of the Syrian Golan.  Israeli settlement policy and illegal practices of controlling resources and changing the demographic composition and legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan is blatant disregard of UN resolutions.

Lasting and sustainable peace in the Middle East would need bold decisions.  Withdraw of occupation forces from all Arab lands, including from Lebanon and the Syrian Golan Heights is not only vital for the future of the next generation of the Palestinians, but for international peace and security itself.

All of this will need visionary diplomacy, especially by those who wield power and influence with the principle parties.  Such diplomacy is essential if we are to defy the dire predictions of disaster in the Middle East that sadly abound today.  I thank you.   

INDIA:  Thank you, Mr. President, for giving me the floor.  Thank you for convening this important discussion on the question of Palestine here at the General Assembly, in which my delegation at least has been participating since the special session of our assembly in May 1947.

Mr. President, we are marking the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People with the Palestinian people.  On this important occasion, our prime minister has sent a message which reaffirms India's support and solidarity.  In his message, the prime minister stated, and I quote, "The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People is an important occasion for us to reaffirm our support for the Palestinian peoples' struggle for a sovereign, independent, viable and united state of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital, living within secure and recognized borders, side by side and at peace with Israel.

"I would like to take this opportunity to extend hardiest congratulations to the people of Palestine on the historic installation of the national flag of Palestine at the United Nations on September 30, 2015.  It is a step forward towards Palestine becoming a member state of the United Nations, which India fully supports.

"India's ties with the friendly people of Palestine are rooted in our common history.  India has always stood by the Palestinian people in pursuit of their legitimate goals and the efforts aimed at economic and social development with dignity and reliance.  India has been extending political and diplomatic support to Palestine bilaterally, as well as at international fora.

"We also extend budgetary support and render assistance in capacity building and human resource development initiatives of the Palestinian government.

"The president of India, His Excellency, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, visited Palestine in October this year.  This was the first-ever state visit, which provided us an opportunity to reiterate our commitment to Palestine and to review overall developments in the region.  

"We remain hopeful that talks and Israeli-Palestinian negotiations will resume soon, leading to a comprehensive peace process and an amicable resolution of the conflict."

Mr. President, India continues to support development and nation-building efforts of Palestine by consistently extending technical and financial assistance.  During his visit, the President of information and communication technologies at the Al-Quds University, and handed over assistance worth $5 million as budgetary support to the Palestinian Authority.

India also announced its decision to set up another such center for ICT in Gaza with similar aims at an estimated cost of $1 million and an IT park in Ramallah at an estimated cost of $12 million and a Palestinian Institute of Diplomacy at an estimated cost of $4.5 million.

I mention these, Mr. President, as a way in which we as a member state can play a larger role in capacity-building efforts in Palestine.  We believe that such contributions, including the contribution of $1 million annually to the UNRWA has been in response to the situation on the ground, where we are engaged with Palestine in undertaking important bilateral development projects in health, education, skills development, vocational training, as well as providing budgetary support to the government of Palestine.

Since India -- since then India has been contributing material and technical assistance to the Palestinian people, and there are two projects which we have completed recently, one in the field of higher education at the Al Azhar University in Gaza City and the other at the Mahatma Gandhi Library and Student Activity Center in the Palestinian Technical College in the Gaza Strip.  

More than 12,000 Palestinians have graduated from Indian Universities.  Apart from the scholarships that we have been offering, we have increased the slots for technical and economic cooperation, including training to Palestinian government officials and diplomats.

Against this -- I put all this, Mr. President, against the larger picture of continued violence around the holy sites of the old city of Jerusalem, which is a cause of concern for India.  We call for all to show restraint to avoid provocation and unilateral actions and to return to the peace process so that we can realize the benefits of the bilateral cooperation that I have enumerated a little while ago.

We firmly believe that dialogue is the only viable option in the search for a just, durable and comprehensive peaceful solution of the Palestinian issue.  We hope that both sides will demonstrate the necessary political will to return to the negotiating table and resume dialogue so that all of us member states here at this Assembly can assist Palestine in its arduous task of nation building.  I thank you, Mr. President.

THAILAND:  Mr. President, on 9 September this year at the High-Level Forum on ... in the Trusteeship Council Chamber, a duet of Israeli and Palestinian musicians performed several melodious and joyful songs.  That beautiful moment gave us a glimpse of hope for a peaceful coexistence of these two great nations, despite the current heartbreaking and hope-dimming reality on the ground.  

We are alarmed by the escalating violence at holy sites in the West Bank and Jerusalem, as well as other violence incidents in several cities.  The figures of death tolls and casualties on both sides give us all cause for great concern.

The longstanding conflict in the Middle East for decades has claimed too many innocent lives and deprived many young generations of hope for a bright future.  

Both sides cannot afford further loss of their invaluable human capital, let alone the destruction and damage done to holy sites, historical heritage of mankind, public facilities and private properties.

The confrontation will fuel by incitement and hate speech, irresponsible rhetoric and distorted facts in social media have worsened the vicious cycle of tension and inflame violence.  They also create profound mistrust that erodes the possibility of a political solution and a path towards a just and lasting peace. 

Thailand joins the international call on all sides to respect the sanctity of our holy sites and to cease any attempt to change the status quo at these sites.  We also stress the importance of ending inflammatory rhetoric and provocative actions that will further exacerbate the tensions. 

Mr. President, the current crisis cannot be resolved through security measures alone.  Also violence cannot be solved by violence, which only heightens tension and leads to catastrophic outcomes for all concerned.  Only by working towards a lasting solution through political means will ensure safety of the people and achieve true peace and security in the region.

It is important to promote and support meaningful dialogue and negotiations.  The parties involved must exercise maximum restraint and refrain from provocative actions.  We urge both sides to genuinely commit to the path of negotiation and to reinvigorate the peace process as to achieve a comprehensive solution to this decades-long conflict without further delay.

While we are still in the absence of a peace process, it is a must to rebuild trust and confidence and to create an atmosphere conducive to further negotiations.  In this regard, Thailand strongly supports the continued efforts of the Security Council and regional leaders to normalize the situation on the ground.  We also believe that the Quartet and the Arab peace initiative can play a crucial role to contribute to progress towards the resumption of peace process.

Mr. President, violence results in human misery.  The dire humanitarian situation on the ground is of grave concern to us.  We call on all parties to respect international law, in particular international human rights law and international humanitarian law.  We also join the international call for the release of Palestinian detainees and the lifting of the closure of Gaza and unimpeded access to humanitarian aid to Gaza, which must be reconnected to the rest of the world.

There is also an urgent need to address the issue of Palestine refugees.  We take this opportunity to commend countries in the region and beyond that have generously embraced and sheltered those in need.  On our part, Thailand swiftly responded to the Gaza flash appeal by contributing $100,000 US dollars to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and an additional $100,000 to the Palestine Red Crescent Society, so as to elevate the humanitarian crisis caused by the deteriorating situation in Gaza, the West Bank, Jerusalem and East Jerusalem.  

In addition, Thailand joins several countries to commemorate the International Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.  An exhibition entitled Solidarity and Support for the Palestine Refugees was organized in Bangkok in December last year to highlight their plight and raise support for the inalienable rights of the Palestine people.  

Mr. President, we believe that the General Assembly resolutions on this important issue, when duly observed and implemented, constitute an effective means to prevent exacerbation of this protracted conflict.  We therefore support and we vote in favor of all resolutions under this agenda item.  

As a friend of both Israeli and Palestinian people, we wish that there will be no more suffering for them.  We reaffirm our support to advancing a two-state solution with Israelis and Palestinian living side by side in peace, harmony and prosperity.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

EGYPT:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Mr. President, our meeting under this item today, just as our meetings in the previous years, comes at a time where we are experiencing regrettable events in the Palestinian Arab territories.  Once again, we're witnessing a confusion in principles and concepts.  Some are trying to equate those who are unjust and those who are unjustly treated, the aggressed and the aggressor.  The heavily armed occupying power, Israel, and the unarmed occupied Palestinian people.

The fact that this item remains on the agenda for a number of years reflects the fact that justice and truth are not upheld in our international community.  Decades of occupation of the Palestinian territories -- and we're still awaiting a solution.  There is no sign of such a solution in the foreseeable future.  

Some are now used to accept the situation, which runs counter to the most basic principles of international law, and some got used to riding roughshod over those principles.

Mr. President, the past phase in recent times, we have not only witnessed illegal occupation, but we have also witnessed unprecedented settlement activities.  We have been witnessing an inhumane tendency to demolish Palestinian homes, to confiscate their land in settlements -- or settlers, rather, allowed themselves to attack women and children in a brutal way.

All these practices went unpunished.  It has now been acceptable to desecrate holy sites, especially the Al Aqsa Mosque, and nothing has happened.  The violation experienced in the Al Haram Al Sharif, the first Qibla for a billion -- a billion Muslim every year, will remain anchored in the collective memory of Muslims for a long time. 

Wrong are those who believe that other conflicts in the Arab world would divert our attention from the desecration of holy sites.  Wrong are those who believe that these conflicts can be used as a pretext to entrench occupation and to accept new realities.

Mr. President, the stalemate we're experiencing in the international community vis-à-vis the Palestinian question, portends serious repercussions.  Needless to say that the loss of rights is the munition for dark terrorist forces.  This is what they use to recruit young people.  This is why we're waiting for the stop of settlement activities.  We're waiting for lifting all restrictions on the free movement in Palestine.  We're waiting for lifting the blockade from Gaza.  We are awaiting the regaining of Palestinian rights.  

I can only stress the most basic demand of the Palestinian people, i.e., protection.  Protection is the least that this international community can offer.  It's the least that this international organization can offer.  Contrary to those who believe that this demand might not be true, I stress that the concept of international protection is not a vague concept.  It is provided for under international law.

The Secretary General has prepared a study on cases or previous cases related to this demand.  I believe the Secretary General, or rather the Security Council, should try at least to consider this study. 

Mr. President, the Palestinian question will remain at the top of the priority list of Arab countries, and even if the other concerns and conflicts are weighing heavily on the Arab world, this issue will remain of utmost importance.

We need to regain the rights of the Palestinian people, the establishment of an independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital, along the borders of 1967.  Our peace initiative is the proof of our insistence to achieve peace.  The current situation means that we are facing a dilemma.  We need to redouble the efforts of the international community to go back to the track of peace before it is too late.

LIBYA:  In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful, Mr. President, 67 years have elapsed since the tragedy of the Palestinian people started.  Their suffering began when the migrant Jews invaded their territories in 1948.  

They forced them to leave their homeland and establish the Israeli entity with no borders 'til this very day, so it continued to expand at the expense of the Arab and Palestinian territories the more power they gained.

These powers were never lacking, due to the unlimited support they receive from countries, some of which were the cause of the tragedies of Jews in different historic areas, while others were and are still providing them with weapons, using the veto power of the Security Council to prevent them from getting punished or even criticized when they violate international law and commit crimes against the Palestinian people.

The Palestinian people have went to the farthest ways in order to gain some of their rights within the framework of what is called the peace process in the Middle East.  However, the Palestinian entity continuously used all peaceful attempts to continue looting what remains from the Palestinian land until they took over almost 90% of the historic Palestinian land.  

They turned the attempts at maintaining peace in the Middle East to a farce, and the two-state solution to an impossible matter, even though there are so many resolutions of international legitimacy that stress the right of the Palestinian people to return to their land and the right to establish their independent Palestinian state on their entire territories.

We're not here to enumerate the Israeli occupation practices that aim to alter the demography of the usurped Palestinian land and Judaize Jerusalem since it's known and documented at the UN organs and all international organizations.

However, it could be of interest to recall that the Israeli entity was established on a policy of terrorism and devoiding [sic] the territory from its people.  To that end, they terrorized the Palestinians and dis-appropriate their land, level them.  They demolish their homes.  They forcefully displace them, establish settlements and expand them to be another habit for extremist Jewish Israelis coming from all four corners of the globe.

The Israeli -- the extortioner Israeli entity has proved over the past seven decades that it was not established on terrorism per se, but terrorism is a instilled concept in its practices and a paramount pillar to its existence.  This is clear from the war crimes, crimes against humanity and continuous violations of human rights, particularly in Gaza and Jerusalem and the excessive violence used by the Israeli military against women and children everywhere in Palestine, as well as the crimes of the settlers against Palestinians, the mass detentions and other gross violations of human rights and the international humanitarian law.  

All of the above is clear from those crimes committed by the Israelis.  It's high time for the international community to stand by the Palestinian Authority so that all those Israeli officials who have committed or were responsible dangerous crimes against the Palestinian people to be prosecuted at the ICC so they would be punished and be put an end to impunity.  

Mr. President, the recurrent Israeli military offenses against the Gaza Strip and the resulting casualties among civilians, destruction of the infrastructure that reached private and public properties, including the UNRWA schools, all of the above contributed to escalating the plight of civilian Palestinians under the yoke of occupation.  

The unjust Israeli siege of Gaza imposed since mid-2007 represents a disrespect of international law and a gross violation of the rights of the Palestinian people, leading to increased unemployment and a deterioration of the livelihood of civilians, the deterioration of infrastructure in the Gaza Strip and extreme lack of food, medicine and basic medical services, as well as a huge shortage in electricity, fuel and water supply.

It is high time for the international community to end this unjust siege the soonest possible, and as context we renew our call that the Palestinian -- sorry, the Israeli authorities as the occupying power should provide protection to the civilians and ensure access to the food assistance and medical services.  However, the Israeli occupation has continuously violated all those obligations.  

In this vein, we call upon the international community to take all necessary measures to provide protection for the Palestinian people.  We have to define a timeline to end the Israeli occupation of the occupied Palestinian land and to recognize the state of Palestine and accept it as a full-fledged member at the United Nations.

We stress that ending conflict in the Middle East necessitates an end to the Israeli occupation of all Palestinian and Arab-occupied land.  The international community must shoulder its responsibility by compelling the Israeli occupation authority to comply by the UN resolutions supporting the rights of the Palestinian people, including the right of Palestinians to return -- the right of return, the right for self-determination and the right to establish their independent state with East Jerusalem as its capital.

The occupation of the Syrian Golan is connected to the occupation of Palestine, and the practices of the occupying power are the same.  Thus, my country condemns the continued occupation of Golan and the brutal practices undertaken by Israeli settlers under the protection of the occupying forces against the Syrians in Golan.  This is a violation of international humanitarian law and the Geneva Conventions.  

Accordingly, this occupation must end immediately so that the Syrians can enjoy their freedom and their full rights.  Thank you, Mr. President.

JORDAN:  Mr. President, Your Excellencies, I would like to begin my statement by expressing our thanks and appreciation to Your Excellency, the President of the General Assembly for your efforts and leadership of the 70th session.  We would also like to extend our appreciation to the Chairman of the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for his efforts.

Mr. President, we gather ever year in this hall to celebrate the Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.  For us, this is another occasion to reaffirm our full commitment and solidarity with this unarmed and steadfast people, and an occasion to defend the Palestinian people.  We renew this commitment daily in all international fora so that the Palestinian people can get their legitimate and inalienable rights.

Over the past decades, Jordan spared no effort on all levels in order to meet the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian people in establishing its independent, sovereign and viable state, along the lines of the fourth of June, 1967 with East Jerusalem as its capital on the basis of a just and final settlement based on the two-state solution in accordance with the resolutions of international legitimacy and the Arab Peace Initiative and all its elements.

This is the only solution to ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and ending division, frustration and hatred that has been increasing lately and that is threatening the future of upcoming generations.  As a result of the continued Israeli occupation and the absence of a just solution to the question of Palestine, the situation is getting more and more dangerous in Palestinian territories with the rise of the frequency of illegal Israeli practices by using excessive force, expansion of settlements, confiscation of territories, demolition of homes, displacement of Palestinian citizens and other violations of international humanitarian law, especially the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949.

Israel must bear the legal responsibility for the violations it is perpetrating against the Palestinian people.  Otherwise, it will continue with its unilateral practices.  It will continue with challenging the international community and ignore the resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assembly.  It will continue to control the fate of the peace process and the fate of the Palestinian people, including Palestinian refugees that are still denied their right to return and compensation.

Jordan would like to call on all member states to fulfill their obligations and translate their support to the Palestinian people to honest and serious steps to provide legal protection to the Palestinian people and prompt Israel to end its occupation of Palestinian territories.  This is the only thing that will ensure its security and acceptance in the region.

Israel must also match its statements with its measures on the ground by making tangible and credible steps, including measures to build trust with the Palestinian authorities and work on creating favorable conditions for resuming serious negotiations without any precondition.

Mr. President, the sanctity of Islamic and Christian holy sites must not be violated.  They must not be the subject of political disputes.  In this regard, Jordan renews its rejection and condemnation of Israel's continued desecration of holy sites, especially Al Aqsa mosque and its attempts -- illegal attempts -- to change the historic status of the mosque, which was prevalent in the holy city of Jerusalem before the occupation.  By allowing Israeli settlers to storm the mosque under the protection of the Israeli police, while more restrictions are imposed on Muslim worshippers.  They are denied their right to pray in the mosque.  They are denied this basic and exclusive right to pray in the mosque.

In conclusion, I would like to renew Jordan's fully solidarity with the Palestinian people.  I would like to renew our commitment to continue our historic and legal right to provide protection to Al Aqsa mosque on the basis of the historic Hashemite trusteeship carried out by His Majesty, King Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein on Islamic and Christian and holy sites in Jerusalem and Jordan's right to provide it with protection.  Thank you.  

LAO PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC:  Mr. President, the question of Palestine has been on the United Nations agenda for more than six decades, and the dream and aspirations of the Palestinian people for an independent statehood and freedom has not only not materialized, but it seems to be further apart.

It is time for us to take a historic step towards putting an end to the occupation of the Palestinian land and clearing the way for a peaceful solution to the conflict.  

We believe that to achieve peace between Israelis and Palestinians, it needs a sustained and active international involvement.  We must acknowledge that the acquisition of the United Nations status and the right by the Palestinian people as a recognized state has demonstrated their firm commitment to resolving the conflict through constructive dialogue and peaceful means.

We welcome the raising of the flag of the non-member observer state of Palestine at the UN headquarters in September this year, which signified the growing support to the Palestinian cause for independence.  The UN welcomes countries that have recognized the state of Palestine and hope that more countries will follow suit in the near future.  

Mr. President, we are deeply concerned over the ongoing conflict and violence in the Gaza Strip, West Bank and Jerusalem.  We call on parties concerned to exert their utmost efforts necessary to avoid further exacerbating the already fragile situation and take all possible steps in order to create conditions that would be conducive to the resumption of peace negotiations.

Mr. President, the Lao PDR wishes to see a just, lasting, comprehensive and peaceful solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict consistent with relevant United Nations resolutions and major initiatives undertaken in the past decades, which envisage a sovereign, independent and viable state of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital, living side by side in peace with Israel, based on the Arab peace initiative and recognized borders, as stipulated in UN Security Council resolutions.  

We therefore call upon the parties concerned to resume the direct peace negotiations in order to reach a final peaceful settlement on this basis, and urge the international community to redouble its efforts to help Palestine back to normalcy as soon as possible.

To this end, I comment the work of the United Nations Agency, especially the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East for assisting the Palestinian people during all these years amid multiple difficulties.

The Lao PDR has long recognized the state of Palestine.  I wish to reaffirm our continued support to the Palestinian people in attaining the long-delayed goal of a viable, peaceful and prosperous state of Palestine that is a full-class member of the United Nations.  

I wish the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People every success in its noble task in searching for a peaceful, just, comprehensive and lasting solution to the question of Palestine.  I thank you, Mr. President.

CUBA:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Cuba would like to associate itself with the statement made by the Distinguished Representative of Iran on behalf of the Movement of Nonaligned Countries.  I'd like to thank the current Chairman of the Committee and its Rapporteur, the Committee -- the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for presenting the report of this body, as well as the Draft Resolutions that will be examined by this Assembly.

The violations by Israel of the human rights of the inhabitants of the occupied Palestinian territories, including East Jerusalem and also of the civilian population of the occupied Syrian Golan, have worsened over -- in the course of the period under consideration.  Israel has continued with its illegal practices and policies in a deliberate and systematic manner against the Palestinian population.  This has led to the widespread human suffering and the destabilization of the situation, as is reflected in the report presented to the Assembly.

This situation includes the death and wounding of civilians, including children, the arrest and detention of over 1,000 people just last month, forced displacement of people, various provocations and incitement to violence in East Jerusalem, especially on Al Haram Al Sharif, as well as a broad range of collective punishments.  Israel has stepped up the construction of settlements, the confiscation of lands and the appropriation of natural resources, amongst other illegal activities.

This campaign of the expansion of settle -- settlements is fragmenting the Palestinian territory even further.  It's also -- It also undermines very seriously the viability of a two-state solution and continues to be the greatest obstacle for the achievement of peace.

The report of the Special Committee very aptly questions the impunity of Israeli settlers and the exponential increase of violence against Palestinian civilians, against their homes and property.  In the Gaza Strip, 1.8 million Palestinians continue living under an Israeli embargo, which, together with the military aggression of the summer of 2014, when the forces of occupation killed and wounded thousands of children, women and Palestinian men, caused the destruction of thousands of homes, schools, businesses, hospitals, civilian infrastructure, including installations of the United Nations.  All this has created an unprecedented humanitarian crisis and has had negative repercussions on every aspect of life with severe socioeconomic consequences.

Just to give you some figures, 360,000 people need treatment for mental health issues, which means that 20% of the population of Gaza and 400,000 children require psychosocial -- immediate psychosocial support.  In terms of joblessness, it has reached 43% on this trip, the highest level in the world, and youth unemployment is 60%.  The overall rate of poverty is 25%.  Today, the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip continues to be an illusion.  To date, only one of the 12,620 homes that were totally destroyed has been rebuilt.

Mr. President, Cuba would like to reiterate its unequivocal solidarity with the Palestinian people, and we condemn the continued military occupation by Israel of Palestinian territories.  We also condemn illegal policies and the settlement building practices by Israel in occupied Palestinian territories, including in East Jerusalem.  We also condemn violations of human rights and the systematic crimes committed that cause tremendous suffering to the Palestinian people.

Only the end of the policy of settlement building, the release of Palestinian prisoners and the recognition of legitimate and inalienable rights of the Palestinian people will make it possible to launch a meaningful political process that will lead to a lasting peace in the region.

The situation in the Middle East affects all member states in one form or another.  The international community must fulfill its duty to promote peace through political and negotiated solutions.  It should promote development and well-being for all peoples and promote and protect human rights for all, including the right to development, and we should never permit the Palestinian people to remain excluded from that right.

The question of Palestine, including Jerusalem, and the end of occupation and the illegal practices of Israel in the Syrian occupied Golan are issues that require an urgent and definitive solution through the fulfillment of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council of the United Nations.  Only in this way will it be possible to achieve a definitive, just and lasting peace for all the peoples in the Middle East.

All the moral force, the prestige and the legitimacy of the United Nations should be put at the service of achieving the aforementioned goals.  Cuba rejects war and the use of force decisively, and without any doubt, Cuba rejects and strongly condemns all acts and methods and practices of a terrorist nature in all its forms and manifestations, whoever -- wherever they're committed, by whomever they're committed, whatever are their motivations, including those cases where there are states that are directly or indirectly involved in such actions.

Cuba, Mr. President, will continue militating and advocating together for those who are in favor of justice, peace and the full exercise of free determination of all peoples, and we demand that the exercise of such rights should be recognized immediately for the Palestinian people that deserve it, just as every other people in the world.  Thank you.

NICARAGUA:  Thank you, Mr. President.  My delegation would like to associate itself with the statement of the Islamic Republic of Iran on behalf of the Movement of Nonaligned Countries.  We would also like to particularly recognize the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and to the Division of Palestinian Rights, and we are committed to continuing with our efforts until the Palestinian people achieves its inalienable right of having their own state.

We acknowledge in this International Day of Solidarity with the Palestine the glorious combat and resistance of over 76 -- 67 years, excuse me, of the Palestinian people.  They have confronted in a criminal economic blockade that continues strangulating -- strangling the Palestinian people.  It lives in inhuman conditions, without being able to satisfy their most basic needs, such as health, education or even decent housing.  We wonder how it would be possible for the Palestinian people to exercise their right to development, or even more, to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals unless they are given a political and economic space, which has been occupied and usurped by Israel.

The economy of Palestine is an economy of occupation, especially in the Gaza Strip.  And this applies -- this is true for all levels and all areas of life of the Palestinian people who live in the Gaza Strip.  This includes the illegal occupation of their lands, of their natural resources, denial of the right to move around freely, confining their citizens and the daily destruction of their infrastructure, among other facts.  The inhabitants of the Gaza Strip cannot be fully involved in their economic and social development if their main concern, Mr. President, is just to survive.  Meanwhile, the international community remains passive and does not provide a convincing response to the suffering of the Palestinian people.

Mr. President, this year the number of deaths have continued to increase.  The precarious situation that is currently being seen in East Jerusalem, including the Al Haram Mosques, Al Sharif Al -- and Al Aqsa Mosques require that we convene the Security Council and require action by the international community to avoid escalation and demand respect for the rights of freely practicing one's religion and to put a stop to incitement to religious conflict, to violence and to extremism.

Mr. President, our government would also like to welcome fraternally, in this International Day, hail the heroic Palestinian people and its authorities and government of national unity.  And we'd like to reiterate our absolute and total solidarity in their fight -- in their fight for their freedom and for their exercise of their inalienable right for self-determination with the creation of a Palestinian state based on the borders prior to the 4th of June 1967, with East Jerusalem as their capital.

Mr. President, we would like to stress once again that it is not possible to continue with this vicious cycle of aggression, reconstruction and aggression once again.  Israel has continued to benefit from impunity, has continued violating international law, including the Fourth Convention of Geneva, the relevant resolutions of the United Nations and the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice.  In this Day of Solidarity, we'd like to make an appeal to respect the rights of Palestinian refugees, to lift the criminal blockade against Gaza, and we'd like to repeat our solidarity with the Palestinian political prisoners and detainees, for whom we demand their release.  We also condemn the illegal practices of the construction of even more settlements that change in an illegal way the demographic composition of occupied Palestinian territories, in addition to the recent provocation of some settlers and extremists in certain religious sites, in particular in the Al Aqsa Mosque.

Mr. President, to conclude, and bearing in mind the 70th anniversary of the United Nations and the 2030 Development Agenda, Nicaragua would like to make an appeal to the international community that this -- that we fulfill the historic responsibility of the United Nations and that we adopt a resolution that contains a definitive timetable for the creation of a Palestinian state based on the pre-1967 borders with East Jerusalem as capital, hence laying the groundwork for a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.  Thank you very much, Mr. President.

BAHRAIN:  In the name of God the Compassionate, the Merciful, Mr. President, I would like to convey my thanks to the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, members and President for the valuable report before us in the document A/70/37.  I would also like to thank the Department of Media Affairs for the measures undertaken to raise the public opinion about the Palestinian question, including the implementation of its own media program, according to the General Assembly Resolution 22/69.

Mr. President, His Majority, King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the King of the Kingdom of Bahrain, stressed in His Majesty's letter today on the occasion of the International Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian People that this occasion recalls us all of the responsibility of the UN and the international community at large towards this people and their just cause, as well as the need to settle it, particularly after the suffering has reached unprecedented levels.  Therefore, we should stand by them in this crisis that is -- that has elongated, and we have to work on shouldering our responsibility.

The Kingdom of Bahrain has expressed its condemnation for the continued violations by the Israeli occupying power and the extremist groups who have violated the sanctity of Al Aqsa Mosque and its -- the holy sites.  These illegal and inhumane acts would lead to further tension, violence, extremism and hatred, which do not contribute in building humanitarian relations or the bridges of respect, as all religions call for.  It will also not lead to peaceful communities that respect the dignity, culture and peaceful coexistence among nations.

What is taking place in the occupied Palestine in terms of aggressions and continuous violations by the Israeli occupation force needs an effective move to prevent further deterioration of the situation and provide protection to all the Palestinian people while respecting and preserving the different religious sites in Al Quds and foremost being Al Aqsa Mosque.  We have to end the Israeli occupation of Arab land and stop the settlement, as well as establish this independent state of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital, along the lines of the 4th of June 1967, according to the resolutions of international legitimacy and the Arab Peace Initiative.

The Kingdom of Bahrain will work in cooperation with our brethren and friends to reach the objectives that respond to the aspirations of all for peaceful coexistence, peace and security according to the well-known international instruments in this domain.  Thank you, Mr. President.

VENEZUELA:  Thank you, Mr. President.  My delegation would like to associate itself with the statement made by Iran on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.  Mr. President, once again the General Assembly has brought us together to discuss the issue of Palestine in the framework of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.  We value greatly that member states have been able to express their support for the just cause of this courageous people, and we must express our sadness that 70 years after the creation of the United Nations, the question of Palestine, which was part of the agenda of the Security Council and the General Assembly, continues to be on its agenda.

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela thinks that the international community needs to react to the inertia that threatens this topic, because we make statements in this room in favor of the rights of the Palestinian people.  While we do that, the occupying power, Israel, disregards our diplomatic arguments and continues to build settlements on Palestinian territory and assaulting a defenseless people, which transforms our statements into vain rhetoric and discredits this body, whose goal is to ensure peace.

As we debate in the General Assembly, while we're doing this, once again, Israeli planes are bombing the Gaza Strip.  The international community needs to go beyond mere words and assume its responsibility and take effective and immediate steps to resolve this problem.  The first step in this direction is to call a spade a spade.  Israel, as an occupying power of Palestinian territories, has taken advantage of the inaction of the United Nations, and in particular the blocking of this issue in the Security Council, and it has committed with impunity various atrocities and illegal actions against the Palestinian people.

The strategy of the occupying power is clear.  On the one hand, it seeks to provoke and assault the Palestinians in order to generate cycles of violence that then it takes advantage of to act brutally and disproportionately against the Palestinian people, and hence maintain it in its -- maintain its oppression.

On the other hand, with its constant policy of aggressive settlement building in West Germany -- excuse me, with the West Bank, it strives to sow division among the Palestinians, and ultimately to make the creation of a Palestinian state impossible.

Our country would like to express our concern for the current cycle of violence in Palestine.  The escalation of attacks on the occupied territories cannot be simply qualified as attacks by Palestinians against Israelis or vice versa.  They are the result of the prolonged and illegal occupation of almost 70 years that has denied the Palestinian people their human rights and the right to self-determination.  As long as the violation of the human rights of Palestinians continues, we will continue to see cycles of violence that only generate more victims among the civilian population, increasing bitterness, pain and frustration of Palestinian youth that converts them into easy prey for extremist and terrorist groups that are today a factor of destabilization in the region.

We strongly condemn the systematic policy of repression against the Palestinian population, the brutal and cowardly attacks by Israel against innocent people, including against women and children in contravention to international humanitarian law and human rights.  These are acts of state terrorism, war crimes and crimes against humanity.

With this in mind, we'd like to reiterate our support to the request made by Palestine, its referral to the International Criminal Courts that the perpetrators of such acts be brought to justice.  Accountability is one of the essential preconditions to ensure peace and stability in the region.

We would like to denounce once again and deplore the Israeli policy of attacking Palestinian children, including assassinations, illegal detentions and displacement.  The international community cannot continue to remain passive as the future generation of Palestinians is oppressed, causing emotional and physical harm as they try to live with dignity in occupied territories.

We reject the attacks by settlers and Israeli fundamentalists against the sacred sites, or any attempts to change the status quo regarding this topic.  We demand that a stop be put to the demolition of homes and the selective expulsion of the Palestinian population as a punitive measure by the occupying power, as well as the expansion of settlements.  It is time to put an end to this, to put an end to the inhuman blockade against Gaza, which undermines the development of Palestine.

We've requested these before in the Security Council and in the General Assembly, and we call to the conscience of the world to take action in favor of the Palestinian people.  On this point, Venezuela reiterates its support for the right of self-determination and its inalienable right to live in internationally recognized borders in accordance with the United Nations Charter and the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council.  Bearing this in mind, we support all initiatives aimed at achieving a political, negotiated, inclusive and definitive political solution to the conflict as part of a two-state solution.

Mr. President, on this International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, we need to recall that last September we raised the Palestinian flag here at the United Nations as a result of the adoption by a vast majority of a resolution to this effect.  This was a historic milestone and expresses our solidarity with the Palestinian people.  However, this commitment cannot stop at this symbolic gesture.  The General Assembly -- and in particular, the Security Council -- needs to act with the urgency required by this situation in fostering peace negotiations, bearing in mind that the outcome of this matter affects the stability of the entire Middle East.

The peaceful coexistence based on two-state solution is -- requires the creation of a Palestinian state.  It is essential to admit Palestine as a fully fledged member of the United Nations.  If we truly believe in the two-state solution, then the time has come for the General Assembly, and for the Security Council in particular, to live up to their responsibilities and commit themselves to admitting Palestine as a member of our organization as a fully fledged member with the same rights as all the other members.

Mr. President, the United Nations should demand that Israel put a stop to its violence against Palestinians and to put an end to this new cycle of violence, destruction and massive violation of human rights.  Also, necessary steps should be taken to put the Palestinian population under international protection in accordance with the Fourth Geneva Convention and Resolution 904 of the Security Council.  It is essential to support this appeal made by Palestine to protect the lives of its citizens in the face of the recurring and systematic aggression by the occupying power, thus avoiding double standards that has unfortunately characterized the way we have dealt with the Palestinian question within the Security Council.

From this tribune, we would like to make an appeal to the United Nations in favor of peace, and we'd like to repeat our demand that we made at the Security Council that it live up to its responsibility and unblock the situation and demand that Israel stops its occupation of Palestine.

The Security Council has at its disposal the tools in order to promote a political solution based on a two-state solution to achieve a lasting peace.  What's necessary is the political determination by the United Nations to achieve the dream of a free, independent Palestine.  Thank you very much.

November 24, 2015
 CHAIR:  The 63rd plenary meeting of the General Assembly is called to order.  The General Assembly will continue its consideration of agenda item 38, entitled Question of Palestine, to proceed with the debate on this item.  And I now give the floor to the distinguished representative of Argentina.  

ARGENTINA:  Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr. President, my country wishes to refer to the situation in the Middle East and the question of Palestine, points 37 and 38 respectively of the agenda of the General Assembly, issues, which my country is following and historically has followed with great concern.  

Sixty eight years have passed since the adoption of resolution 181 II of the General Assembly establishing the path for the partition of Palestine.  Forty eight years have passed since the beginning of the occupation of the Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem and the West Bank by the state of Israel.  

Since then, we have witnessed many initiatives for peace from the Madrid Conference of 1991 to the failed attempt to renew negotiations in 2013.  None of these initiatives has been able to put an end to the Israeli occupation and to establish an independent, viable state of Palestine.  This lack of progress explains the frustration on a worldwide scale at the lack of progress towards peace between Palestine and Israel.  

Argentina shares with the international community that the formula to reach a lasting peace in the region is a solution based on two states with a Palestinian state based on the borders of June 1967, subject to what the parties agree between them.  It is also indispensable to achieve a fair, equitable and mutually-agreed solution for the question of refugees, and, of course, a recognition of Israel's right to live in peace and security within secure and internationally recognized boundaries.

Mr. President, unfortunately after so  many efforts that the international community has made, the situation continues to go through recurring cycles of violence.  My country continues to be concerned at the consequences of the continued blockade of Israel in Gaza and the sole process of reconstruction after the 2014 conflict, which has to deal with major difficulties in financing.  At the same time, I wish to be very emphatic.  My country condemns in the strongest terms the shooting of rockets by Hamas from Gaza towards Israel.  

With regard to the situation in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, my country rejects the acts of violence and incitement which took place in the month of October.  These actions are unacceptable and unjustifiable.  Measures recently adopted by Israel in the West Bank and Jerusalem, including the demolition of homes, planning more bypass roads in the West Bank so that settlers can avoid Palestinian traffic and an in an unprecedented step, the temporary ban of the entry of Palestinians into the old city of Jerusalem clearly contribute to an escalation of the conflict.

We note with concern that Israel's response to the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory is almost exclusively focused on the level of security.  Mass detentions, the resumption of the practice of demolishing the houses of those accused of committing acts of terrorism and their families and military operations are all part of this.

Mr. President, Argentina believes that any unilateral attempt to change the status of Jerusalem, including the old city, its walls and in particular the esplanade of the mosque, is not only controversial, it is in the current context inflammatory.  It has a potential of turning what is primarily a national and territorial conflict into a clearly religious conflict with unpredictable consequences.

In a world that has borne witness to acts of terrorism that recognize no borders, we believe that the achievement of a lasting solution to the Palestinian question would significantly contribute to providing stability to this very troubled region of the world.  This is why we deplore the inflammatory rhetoric coming from extremists on both sides.

Mr. President, we believe that continuing with the status quo without any prospects for a solution in the short term is completely unacceptable.  A continued -- continuation of the status quo will only make the possibility of a definite settlement more difficult.  In this vein, we recall once again that Israeli settlements and the seizures of land in occupied territory, including East Jerusalem and the West Bank are completely illegal and unilateral measures intended to consolidate the illegal Israeli occupation undermine peace and complicate a two-state solution.

We note once again the Security Council has shown itself unable to live up to its obligations in order to contribute to achieving a permanent settlement to the issue.  

In view of this inability to find a solution, Argentina draws the attention of those present to the responsibility of those who hinder or prevent decisive action by the Security Council in order to overcome the political impasse and speed up the achievement of peace and security.

To this end, it is indispensable for the Council to remain unflinching in its condemnation of acts of provocation and actions incompatible with peace and to adopt all measures within its reach to salvage the two-state solution as long as this is still possible.

Mr. President, Argentina believes that the root of violence in the occupied Palestinian territory must be found in the lack of prospects and the stalemate of the negotiations.  Daily coexistence of Palestinians and Israelis with fear and the continuity of a humiliating, oppressive occupation which has already lasted almost half a century.

It is not surprising that under these conditions, resentment and mistrust grow, and episodes of violence featuring civilians increase.  To this end, a collective effort is needed to work on a two-state solution, as established in the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council, the road map and the Arab peace initiative.  

To conclude, Mr. President, once again Argentina expresses its hope that in the close future Israel and Palestine will be able to overcome the mutual distrust and revitalize negotiations in order to reach a permanent solution to this unsustainable situation.  We trust that acting in good faith with flexibility and in accordance with international law, these two sister nations of Argentina will be able to reach an agreement on ongoing issues having to do with the definite status of Palestine.  Thank you very much, Mr. President.

QATAR:  Thank you, Mr. President.  At the outset, I would like to thank you for convening this session and I would like to thank the Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and the division of the Right of the Palestine People for their report.  I'd also like to associate myself to the statement delivered by the representative of the state of Kuwait on behalf of the OIC, as well as the representative of Iran on behalf of the NAM.

Mr. President, after the adoption of the General Assembly, its resolution granting the state of Palestine the observer status and the continuous recognition of this state, the international community stressed the need to have a durable and comprehensive settlement of the Palestinian cause based on the two-state solution and the establishment of the state of Palestine that is viable, independent and sovereign, along the lines of 1967 with East Jerusalem as its capital living side by side with Israel in peace and security, in line with the relevant Security Council resolutions, including resolution 242 and 338, as well as the roadmap for peace and the Arab peace initiative, the return of refugees and the reassessment of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and to end the Israeli occupation of all Arab-occupied land.

The fueling situation in the occupied Palestinian land is due to this continuous occupation and illegal practices by the Israeli forces against the civilians, as well as the extreme atrocities committed by the Israeli settlers against the Palestinian civilians with impunity.  Therefore, any objection by the Palestinians for the continued violation of their basic rights and the violation of the sanctity of the holy sites without any return would only lead to a loss of hope in reaching this establishment of the Palestinian state and reaching a durable solution to this issue.

We object in the strongest terms to all those progressive plans by the Israeli authorities, including the alternation of the democratic character of Jerusalem.  We refuse any temporal or change of place of Jerusalem or depriving the right of Palestinians for their worshipping in the holy places.

After the recent aggression by Israelis in the Gaza Strip, which led to the killing of civilians, the destruction of the infrastructure and the public and private properties, Israel is still besieging the Gaza Strip, depriving the citizens from their basic interests and facilities.

It's high time to put an end to this siege and to allow free access of commodities and also lift this blockade on the materials needed for reconstruction.  This escalating situation, witnessed by the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and all occupied territories necessitates the redoubling of efforts to find a durable and final and comprehensive solution to the Palestinian question by a binding resolution by the Security Council that would be time-bound to end the occupation.

Against the background of the lack of a durable peace process, the use of this excessive violence against the unarmed Palestinians and the lack of responsibility by Israel, the occupying power, necessitates further steps by the international community.  We call upon the establishment of all relevant resolutions to end the occupation on the Palestinian land and to provide international protection to Palestine, including Jerusalem to stop the continued violations of Israel.

To conclude, Mr. President, on the occasion of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, the state of Qatar underlines anew its full solidarity to the just cause of Palestine and will support all international efforts that aim at bringing about a just and durable peace in the Middle East.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

CHINA:  Mr. President, the question of Palestine has always been at the core of the issue in the Middle East.  In this august hall of the GA, the UN has discussed the question of Palestine year after year for several decades 'til now without seeing any prospect of a solution.

Recently, the peace talks between Palestine and Israel have ended in a stalemate, while the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is escalating and the security situation is deteriorating.  All these bring further to the fore the significance and urgency of settling the Palestinian question.

A comprehensive and just solution of the Palestinian question serves the interest of every party.  China hopes the international community will prioritize efforts in the following aspects.  First, the international community should urge both Palestinian and Israel to take immediate measures for a ceasefire and an end to violence, so as to ease this tense situation.  Israel, being the more powerful side, should take action first.

At the same time, the reasonable security concerns of the countries in the region should also be taken seriously.  Second, the international community should do more to build confidence and reduce mistrust and help the Palestinians and the Israeli sides to dispel mutual suspicion to push the two sides to move towards each other and move halfway for an early resumption of the peace talks.

The UN should play a bigger role in the question of Palestine.  The General Assembly should urge the member states to faithfully implement the GA resolutions concerning the question of Palestine and Israel.  The Security Council should react positively to the reasonable requests of Palestine and Arab countries and seriously study such matters as the provision of international protection to the Palestinian people.

Fourth, the international community should further enhance economic assistance to and cooperation with Palestine to ease its serious humanitarian situation.  China is a firm supporter for peace between Palestine and Israel.  At the meeting in observance of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People held yesterday, President Xi Jinping again sent a congratulatory message on behalf of the Chinese government and people, expressing sympathy and support to the Palestinian people.  

President Xi Jinping emphasized that China firmly supports the just cause of the Palestinian people for the restoration of their legitimate national rights and supports the establishment of an independent Palestine with full sovereignty based on the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital, as well as supports more inclusion of Palestine as a state into the international community.  

China sincerely hopes that the relevant parties can proceed from the fundamental interests of their peoples and the long-term stability and security of the region, make a political decision sooner to resume the peace talks as soon as possible.  

Mr. President, the volatile Middle East situation provided chances for the rise of such terrorist groups as the Islamic State.  Recently, the Islamic State and other terrorist groups have launched multiple terrorist acts at various places in the world, killing innocent civilians, including citizens of China.  The Chinese government strongly condemns such acts.  The perpetrators must be brought to justice.

Terrorism is a cancer of the human society that needs a concerted response from the international community.  China is an important participant in the international counterterrorism operations.  We oppose all forms of terrorism and support the actions of the international community in accordance with the ... and principles of the UN charter and other recognized basic norms governing international relations to further strengthen coordination so as to develop synergy to combat terrorism under the framework of the UN.  

Combating terrorism should tackle both the symptoms and the root causes, and the international community should faithfully implement the relevant Security Council resolutions and enhance cooperations in such fields as preventing cross-border movements of terrorism, stop secret terrorist financing and combat cyberterrorism.

Mr. President, the history of the Middle East has repeatedly shown to us that conflicts yield no true winner, and peace has always been the aspiration of the peoples and ultimately the irresistible trend.  

While attending the summits during the GA in September, President Xi Jinping fully elaborated on the ideas to build a new type of international relations featuring renewing cooperation with the emphasis on using history as a reference and building partnerships in which countries treat each other as equals, engage in mutual consultation with mutual understanding to create a security architecture featuring fairness, justice, joint contribution and shared benefits.  

China is ready to join in the international community in a common effort to continue to make contributions to promote peace, stability and development in the Middle East.  Thank you, Mr. President,

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES:  Mr. President, to celebrate the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People yesterday, I would like to shed light on what came in the letter of the President of the United Arab Emirates, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, to the Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.  

In his letter, my president renews the UAE's continuous solidarity and support of the Palestinian government and people until they restore their land and all their legitimate rights, including the right of return, self-determination, and the establishment of their independent state with Jerusalem as its capital. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude and continuous support for this committee on its efforts to reveal the facts about the dangerous violations Israel, the occupying power, is committing against the Palestinian people, and the committee's support of their just cause.  

Mr. Chairman, our meeting today on this item is being held during a very critical stage for the Palestinian issue, both in terms of the worsening situation on the ground and the continuing stagnation of the political process that is still moving towards a dead end.  In terms of the situation on the ground, you might have all witnessed the violence and chaos that has prevailed in the Palestinian territories in the last few months, especially in East Jerusalem and Hebron, following the serious escalations carried out by the Israeli government and its settlers, where Israel committed a number of heinous crimes against the Palestinian people, including the killing of civilians, the demolition of houses and mass arbitrary arrests that included even children. 

Moreover, Israel continues to build more settlements and confiscate land, in addition to the violation of the sanctity of Al-Aqsa Mosque and Muslim and Christian holy sites at the hands of groups of extremist settlers under the protection of the Israeli military forces.  Israel continues to impose its inhumane siege on the Gaza Strip since 2006, whose residents suffer from deprivation, poverty, and displacement due to the devastating destruction caused by the repeated Israeli wars on most of its residential areas and basic infrastructure. 

Therefore, Israel holds the primary responsibility for the ongoing escalation of violence in the Palestinian territories, its continued occupation, and destruction of the Palestinian economy and heritage.  Additionally, the growing poverty and unemployment among the Palestinian people caused frustration and anger. 

Mr. Chairman, the United Arab Emirates denounces and condemns, once again, and in the strongest terms, all Israeli provocative policies and practices, and it's repeated serious violations, which are considered invalid and illegal.  They constitute a flagrant legal and political breach to the provisions of international law, international humanitarian law and resolutions of international legitimacy.  

Mr. President, we urge the international community to shoulder its responsibility towards violations committed by Israel, in order to change the current situation in Jerusalem to exert its best efforts to save the peace process and take all necessary measures to stop settlers from invading AI-Aqsa Mosque.  We also demand international protection for the unarmed Palestinian people, based on the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and all its following protocols. 

We also stress in this context the importance of the leading role of the Security Council, including issuing a resolution to put in place mechanisms and procedures that guarantee the protection and safety of Palestinian civilians. 

In conclusion, the United Arab Emirates, which co-sponsors a number of resolutions before the general assembly under this item, believes that a just, comprehensive and lasting solution for the Palestinian cause is the only strategic option to guarantee peace and stability in the Middle East.  This cannot be achieved without the support of the international community for the legitimate and national rights and aspirations of the Palestinian people.  It also requires us to address the roots and causes of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

We also call for the full withdrawal of the Israeli forces to the lines of June 4, 1967, including the holy city of Jerusalem and the establishment of an independent and viable Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital, according to the two-state solution, the international law, the charter of the United Nations, the resolutions of international legitimacy, the principle of land for peace, the roadmap, Madrid principles, and the Arab Peace Initiative. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

MALAYSIA:  Mr. President, Malaysia thanks Ambassador Desra Percaya, Permanent Representative of Indonesia, Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, for his statement.  My delegation would also like to thank the Bureau members of the Committee and the Secretariat's Division for Palestinian Rights and the other organs within the United Nations system for their unwavering commitment to working on matters relating to the question of Palestine.

Our delegation continues to call on the Secretary-General and the United Nations to be resolute in the amended responsibilities and shared commitment towards a just solution and lasting peace for the question of Palestine.  Malaysia would also like to align itself with the statements made by the Islamic Republic of Iran on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement and Kuwait on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.

Mr. President, the government and people of Malaysia joined the international community yesterday in observing the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.  The commemoration of the event is significant in urging our collective reflection on moving forward and being steadfast in our commitment in supporting the continuous efforts for self-determination, sovereignty and independence by Palestine.  Malaysia reaffirms its full support towards the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people for a sovereign state of Palestine living side by side in peace and security with Israel based on pre-1967 borders with East Jerusalem as the capital of Palestine.

As with many others, we recall the momentous adoption of General Assembly Resolution 69/320 in September 2015 which led to the historic raising of the Palestinian flag at the United Nations by President Mahmoud Abbas shortly after.  It is in this spirit of resolute determination by Palestine, which we ought to strive and break the mold of being in a state of impasse and urgently work to address the root causes of the decades-long conflict to end the Israeli occupation of Palestine.

Mr. President, since the beginning of October 2015, more than 1,520 Palestinians, 60% of them children, have been arrested by Israeli forces.  In East Jerusalem, 110 children were arrested, representing an increase of 56% compared to the previous quarter.  We need to immediately deescalate and stop the current wave of violence to avoid further loss of life, including violence by Israeli settlers, renewed use of administrative detention, particularly on children, forced displacement of Palestinians and the exploitation of natural resources in Palestinian lands.

Of particularly grave concern to us is the serious humanitarian situation in Gaza.  Malaysia continues to demand an immediate lifting of the blockade on Gaza and an end to the illegal and inhumane collective punishment carried out by Israel on the people of Gaza.  Meanwhile, as Israeli continues to apply indiscriminate and disproportionate use of force amounting to extrajudicial executions, the disturbing pattern of unlawful crimes by Israeli forces must not go unnoticed by the international community.

My delegation strongly denounces the raids by Israeli forces on schools and hospitals in violation of international humanitarian law and the blatant disregard for the Fourth Geneva Convention and protection and respect of civilian hospitals by parties to the conflict.  We urge for immediate investigation into findings by Amnesty International of the unlawful and deliberate killings carried out by order of government or military officials which are prohibited and designated as crimes under international law.

Malaysia, too, condemns in the strongest terms all acts of provocation, incitement and violence at the holy sites of the Old City of Jerusalem by all sides, which only serve to fuel tensions and exacerbate the deteriorating security situation on the ground.  My delegation is gravely concerned by the attempts to alter the character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, which is a blatant violation of numerous Security Council and General Assembly resolutions.  We strongly urge all parties to exercise restraint and uphold respect for the sanctity of the holy sites.

Mr. President, Malaysia strongly condemns Israel's continued expansion of illegal settlements and punitive demolitions in Palestinian lands, including in East Jerusalem, and illegal acts under international law further threatening the two-state solution.

In this regard, my delegation unequivocally demands for the need to ensure accountability for all sides to the conflict and call on adherence to international humanitarian law and international human rights law.  The occurrence of widespread impunity is simply not acceptable.

We therefore reiterate our support for international protection for Palestine guided by various precedents, including Resolution 645 in 1987 and the Report of the Secretary-General in January 1988.  Provisions of international protection warrants urgent consideration, as this would ensure stability and security and instill enablers for both sides to return to the negotiating table.

Malaysia urges the international community to demand that Israel immediately cease its illegal settlement building in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, before the possibility of a two-state solution is completely eroded.  Responsible member states must also play their part in ensuring that the internationally accepted parameters of the two-state solution are respected and adhered to by Israel.

Mr. President, as a member of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, Malaysia fully endorses the Committee's report and its recommendation.  My delegation is also pleased to cosponsor all resolutions under this important agenda item.  Let me conclude by recalling the message of solidarity made by the Honorable Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dato' Sri Mohammad Najib Tun Abdul Razak, in conjunction with the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People yesterday, reiterating that Malaysia stands in solidarity with the Palestinian people and is committed to continue working with like-minded countries to address the root causes of this conflict.  I thank you, Mr. President.

NORWAY:  Mr. President, it is with deep concern that we have witnessed the vicious cycle of escalating violence and tensions in Israel and Palestine during the past months, with innocent civilians dead and thousands injured.  The efforts to resolving the conflict by establishing two states living side by side in peace and security remains at an impasse.  Now, instead, the two peoples live side by side in fear, anger and distress.  This pattern underscores that the current situation is unsustainable and should remind the parties of the necessity to resolve the conflict on the basis of the two-state solution.

I would like to make the following three observations.  First, we welcome all efforts to promote calm, encourage restraint and prevent actions that further exacerbate tensions, in particular around the holy places in Jerusalem.  The commitment to maintain the status quo at the Holy Esplanade by the major stakeholders is important, but even more so is the implantation of the agreement reached in October.

It is imperative to continue the security coordination between Israelis and Palestinians.  As every other state, Israel has the right to take necessary measures to protect its citizens against violence and unprovoked killings.  At the same time, host demolitions should stop immediately, both in Jerusalem and the West Bank.  They just feed violence.

Second, we call for a return to a credible political process.  While tensions at the holy places in Jerusalem instigated the current crisis, lack of hope for a better political future contributes to increased frustration and anger among the Palestinian youth.  No amount of frustration justifies violence.  Still, the crisis cannot be resolved through deescalation and security measures alone.  The current tensions call for immediate and coordinated political steps by both sides.

Israel should stop building new settlements on occupied land and stop expanding existing ones.  Such building undermines any political process and turns hope into frustration, anger and rage.  Palestine needs to reform and strengthen its political institutions and governance structures.  In particular, the West Bank and Gaza needs reintegrating into one authority that fully respects the parameters of the security agreements between Israel and the PLO.

Third, Mr. President, cooperation between the parties to strengthen the Palestinian economy and the reconstruction of Gaza can pave the way for the political process.  On 30th September, Norway chaired the Ministerial Meeting of the Donors Group, the so-called Ad Hoc Liaison Committee here in New York.  The donors reiterated their continued commit to support developing, capable and robust Palestinian institutions and a viable economy.  Serious measures need to be undertaken in the West Bank, Gaza and Area C.  Unresolved issues related to the Paris Protocol need to be resolved without further delay.

While we urge the donors to increase their support, donors cannot be expected to compensate for unresolved economic issues between the two parties.  Economic cooperation is no substitute for a political process, but may help building stability and prepare the ground for a political process.

Achieving the full potential of a Palestinian state with well-functioning political and governmental institutions, including a sustainable economy, requires a political resolution of the conflict.  The parties hold the keys to resuming talks, but the international community needs to engage and support in a concerted manner that can bring this conflict to a resolution.  This business as usual cannot continue.  Thank you, Mr. President.

TURKEY:  Mr. President, I would like to reiterate Turkey's strong and long-lasting commitment to the establishment of a peaceful, stable, inclusive and democratic environment respectful of fundamental human rights and freedoms in the Middle East.  The IRS-Palestine conflict remains the core challenge for the establishment of such an environment.  Failing to address this issue will further destabilize the region, deepen the despair, and lead to more extremes.

The recent escalation that began following the entry of Israeli security forces into Al Haram Al Sharif reminds once again how sensitive and dramatic the situation is in the absence of any real hope for peace.  We are very concerned about the latest developments and strongly condemn the dipropionate use of force by Israeli security forces.

We should all be very clear about the root causes of the problem, which is the illegal occupation of East Jerusalem and the other Palestinian territories by Israel.  The historic injustice, reinforced by daily illegal practices of Israel on the ground, undermines the very belief in the possibility of a peaceful coexistence.  It fuels hatred, alienation and radicalism in the region.  Palestinians are still deprived of their right to have a decent life in dignity, respect and freedom.

As the Secretary-General rightly underlined, the Palestinians hopes for peace have been dashed countless times.  The international community should convince the Palestinians about the possibility of a better future.  We all agree that the status quo is not sustainable.  The settlement activities continue despite numerous calls and condemnation of all the international community.  Impunity leads to a steady increase in settler violence.

The situation in Gaza also remains worrying.  Eight years of illegal blockade and three Israeli military operations led to a tremendous devastation, despair and insecurity.  The restrictions on access, movement and economic activities continue, and the reconstruction remains slow.

Palestine's just cause has been once again confirmed at a global scale by the General Assembly's decision, which paved the way to the raising of the Palestinian flag at the UN.  The EU's decision regarding the labeling of settlement products is also an important step, as it reaffirms the settlements are illegal under international law.

On the Palestinian side, the need for Palestinian reconciliation is more relevant than ever.  The support and encouragement of the international community is vital in this regard.  Once established, the Palestinian National Unity Government, with strong and inclusive institutions, should establish control over the entire Palestinian territory.

Mr. President, the current situation is a somber reflection of what is going to happen in case the peace prospect is lost.  In this vein, the international community should uphold its responsibility and renew its engagement to reach a negotiated political settlement based on a two-state solution in accordance with international law, relevant UN resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative.

Efforts towards the adoption of a UN Security Council resolution, setting a time frame and parameters for peace negotiations based on the two-state peace vision, should be intensified.  The Council should assume its responsibility in this regard.

Turkey's commitment to support the Palestinian people for a dignified life will never cease.  We will support efforts to find a just, comprehensive and lasting solution to the conflict, and to reestablish a sovereign and independent Palestinian state within the pre-1967 borders and with East Jerusalem as its capital.  I thank you.

JAPAN:  Mr. President, I would like to thank Mr. Mogens Lykketoft, President of the General Assembly, for convening this important meeting.  I wish to address by Agenda Item 37, The Situation in the Middle East, and Agenda Item 38, The Question of Palestine.

Mr. President, I would like to pay tribute to His Excellency, Ambassador Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine, in celebration of yesterday's International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.  Furthermore, allow me to extend my sincere condolences and our heartfelt sympathies to those affected by the tragedies that recently befell upon Ankara, the Sinai, Beirut, Baghdad, Paris and Bamako.  Japan condemns in the strongest terms these vicious terrorist attacks and stands united with the governments and people of the countries affected.

Mr. President, as the recent attacks will attest, instability in the Middle East has repercussions far beyond the region.  The international community must be united in squarely confronting the challenges at hand, including the threat of terrorism.  However, crisis management will not suffice.  We must also address the underlying factors of instability which extremists are feeding upon.

These include the frustration of the people, especially the youth, who are increasingly losing confidence in their economic prospects and political solutions to the crisis of the region.

Against this backdrop, the recently adopted 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is indicative.  Its preamble reminds us that, quote, "There can be no sustainable development without peace, and no peace without sustainable development," unquote.

I believe that the experiences in Asia are tangible examples of this observation.  Roughly half a century ago, the Asian region witnessed serious conflict and economic strife.  But today, political tumult has become quite rare due to equitable growth and prosperity in the region.  Perhaps we may consider the situation of the Middle East with this experience in Asia in mind.

Allow me to elaborate.  With regard to the question of Palestine, a series of resolutions on the issues have been adopted at the General Assembly.  The adoption of these resolutions, while it's important, is not enough.  In light of the recent outbreak of violence and the growing cost of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, tangible progress on the ground is urgently needed.  Therefore, Japan deeply deplores that Israel has recently approved the construction of 454 settlement units in East Jerusalem.

Not only are settlement activities violations of international law, but they accentuate tensions and severely undermine international efforts for the resumption of peace talks.

Furthermore, while we recognize the necessity of -- to maintain order, we call in Israel to exercise its law enforcement with proportionate measures and refrain from collective punishment, including the demolition of homes, which may exacerbate an already volatile situation.

There is a clear need for the resumption of peace talks towards a two-state solution, but the stagnation of the process must not stop us from moving ahead where progress is possible.  The international community can make a positive difference.

To this end, Prime Minister Abe visited the region in January and called on both leaders for the resumption of peace talks.  On the ground, Japan has contributed $1.6 billion for Palestinian development, firm in the belief that a viable economy underpins peace.

One such example is the Jericho Agro-Industrial Park, a flagship project under the Corridor for Peace and Prosperity initiative.  The project is expected to provide up to 7,000 jobs with annual economic benefits of 40 million U.S. dollars.  We are proud to report that the project is now in operation.  Perhaps it is an auspicious sign that the first company -- namely, the PALOLEA Company -- is a firm that manufactures olive-based products when olives are a symbol of peace.

By bringing together Israelis, Jordanians and Palestinians under our assistance, Japan seeks to show the dividends to be gained through cooperation and reverse the cycle of violence and mistrust.

Furthermore, through CPAD, confidence amongst East Asia countries for Palestinian development will continue to channel the experiences and resources of the East Asian countries for Palestinian development.

Mr. President, allow me to address the situation in Syria, which is facing one of the worst humanitarian crises of our generation.  Against this dear human situation, Japan has extended $1.1 billion in aid.  This entails not only lifesaving relief, but also basic services, such as education.  For example, with our eyes set on the eventual resolution of the crisis, Japan is making sure that education opportunities are not truncated.  2.6 million Syrian children that have been put out of the school, which is why we are contributing to the Back to Learning program in partnership with UNICEF. 

The worsening humanitarian situation highlights the need for a political solution to the crisis.  We thus welcome the convening of the recent meetings in Vienna in providing a much-needed political horizon ahead.  In this regard, Japan reiterates its position that there are no military solutions to the Syrian crisis.  Japan will thus continue to work with the UN Special Envoy, Staffan de Mistura, and other relevant parties towards a political solution to the crisis.

The increasing volatility of the Middle East calls for concerted efforts by the international community.  Japan, as an ardent promoter of the concept of human development, firmly believes that peace and sustainable development go hand in hand.  Firm in this conviction, we will continue to cooperate with the internationally community in tackling the imminent challenges at hand and cementing the foundations for peace and stability of the region.  I thank you, Mr. President.

ZAMBIA:  Mr. President, I wish to commend you for convening this very important meeting to deliberate issues on peace and security that are of concern to all UN member states.  Mr. President, first and foremost, allow me to pay tribute to the United Nations for their tireless efforts aimed at resolving the Palestinian-Israel discord.

Indeed, the recent vote in favor of the resolution granting non-member observer states -- in particular, the State of Palestine -- the right to fly their flag at the United Nations system Headquarters is undeniably a great milestone.

In this respect, I wish to also extend sincere congratulations to the Palestinian authorities on their well-deserved right to fly their national flag alongside those of other UN member states.

This undertaking is recognition of the essence of the legitimacy of the national aspirations of the Palestinian people of their existence among the nations of the world and their right to self-determination.  Although symbolic in nature, this means the steps to solidify the pillars of Palestine in the international arena.

Mr. President, Zambia, as a former colony, continues to be a strong advocate for peace-building processes and the coexistence of countries engaged in discord and in conflict with their neighboring states.  We acknowledge that the raising of flags of observer states to the UN is to a large extent representative of the international community's support of the need for self-determination of the State of Palestine and others, and therefore there is need to remain cognizant of their obligation for continued dialogue between Palestine and Israel.

Zambia follows with great concern the prolonged impasse and failure by the two states, by the two parties to adhere to the UN resolutions as well as the many agreements that have been signed by Palestinian and Israeli leaders at various fora.  This certainly continues to create a stumbling block to the efforts made and is a drawback to the social and economic development not only for the two states, but for the Middle East region as a whole.

In addition, the continued fighting and attacks that have resulted in dire humanitarian situations will further destabilize an already existing fragile environment.

Mr. President, Zambia reaffirms its recognition of the Palestinian Authority as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people's struggle to self-determination as well as their inalienable right to establish a homeland if their own.  Zambia further believes that the Palestinian people have a right to self-determination and independence on the basis of UN Resolution 242 of 1967.

Zambia therefore supports the Palestinian people's right to self-determination and any efforts made in that direction, including Palestine's full membership and admission to the United Nations.

It is in this respect that Zambia calls for the urgent need by the two parties to return to meaningful dialogue and adhere to and conform to resolutions and agreements made aimed at resolving the impasse.  This will ultimately bring peace and security to the region.

Finally, Zambia wishes to reaffirm its support for a two-state solution to conflict between Israel and Palestine, as this will enable the peoples of the two states to live side by side in harmony and bring to an end the atrocities that innocent civilians have continued to experience.  It is only through the recognition of Palestine as an independent state that the conflict will be resolved and peace will prevail in the region.  I thank you for your attention.

MOROCCO:  Mr. President, at the outset I would like to thank the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and its chair for their valuable efforts to support the rights of the Palestinian people, the just rights of the Palestinian people.  The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People was another opportunity for his Majesty the King, Mohammed VI, to assert to the chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and through the Committee to the Palestinian people and its leadership headed by President Mahmoud Abbas for the full and constant support of the Kingdom of Morocco to the historic and legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, notably the right to establish an independent state along the lines of June 4th, 1967 with East Jerusalem as its capital.  A viable state living side by side with Israel in security and peace in accordance with the resolutions of international legitimacy.  

Mr. President, the Kingdom of Morocco which is heading the Committee of Jerusalem is following with deep concern and regret the approach of escalation adopted by Israel in Palestine in general and Jerusalem in particular that aims to destroy the legal status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, the same legal status identified by resolutions of international legitimacy as an integral part of the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967.  

Therefore, it is jogging this matter into labyrinths of religious and confessional conflicts to divide Jerusalem spatially and temporally, also through the systematic and repeated violations of the sanctity of Al Aqsa Mosque in addition to the expansion of settlement in the Holy City of Jerusalem.  

Mr. President, His Majesty asserted in his message, I quote: "Underestimating the symbolism of the Holy City of Jerusalem and the special place it holds with all Muslims continuing to Judaize the City or attempt to confiscate it, all this will definitely lead to terrible consequences.  

"As the Chair of the Committee of Jerusalem, we have repeatedly called for protecting East Jerusalem from Israeli plans aimed at changing its legal and demographic character, at changing its identity and its religious and cultural character.  We stand in solidarity with our Palestinian brethren.  We will spare no effort to insure that the Jerusalem Fund will continue with tangible activities in order to support the steadfast residents of Jerusalem and enable them to live with dignity on their land to protect Islamic Holy Sites, to maintain its cultural and human heritage so that Jerusalem continues to be as it has always been a symbol of tolerance and coexistence between religions and cultures."  End of quote.

The situation in the Occupied Territories requires us to swiftly respond to the urgent need of the Palestinian people including providing UNRWA with the necessary financial resources to continue to provide human services and basic services to Palestinians.  We also need to support the efforts of the Palestinian Authority.  His Majesty the King asserted his full support to the Palestinian Authority under the leadership of President Mahmoud Abbas and the framework of this unconditional support Mr. Salaheddine Mezouar, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, received yesterday his Palestinian counterpart, Dr. Riad Al-Malki, who is currently visiting the Kingdom of Morocco.  

Both parties agreed to establish a joint committee for cooperation.  I repeat, both parties agreed to establish a joint committee for cooperation in order to consult and coordinate on joint issues and develop cooperation, economic, commercial, and cultural cooperation as well as scientific research, health and social services.  Both sides also discussed the situation, the rapid developments and the main challenges confronting the Palestinian question and the Arab region.  They asserted their rejection and condemnation of extremism and terrorism in all its forms and manifestations regardless of its justifications, asserting the need to have concerted regional and international efforts to face this dangerous scourge.  

Both ministers also condemned the escalation of violence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories as a result of the provocative practices of the Israeli occupying forces against unarmed Palestinians in order to divide Al Aqsa Mosque which is a blatant violation of resolutions of international legitimacy and disregard to relevant international instruments.  We call on the international community to fulfill its legal, ethical responsibility and bring pressure to bear on Israel in order to put an end to its disregard to international resolutions.

Both ministers also asserted the need to provide favorable conditions for the resumption of negotiations between Palestinians and Israelis on Occupied Palestinian Territories including East Jerusalem and restoring the legal status of the Holy City of Jerusalem.  

Mr. President, although more than twenty-five years have passed since the beginning of the negotiations, no true peaceful settlement was reached between Palestinians and Israelis.  This is why there is a feeling of despair among Palestinians.  The only sound way to resolve the Palestinian question will not be through war and bloodshed and the killing of innocent civilians.  It will be by going back to the table of negotiations and goodwill within a specified framework in order to achieve the two-state solution, two states living side by side in peace and security, coexistence and development.  

The position of Morocco is still principled and constant based on the Arab Peace Initiative and achieving peace on the basis of establishing an independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital along the lines of 4th of June 1967.  This is why the international community is now more than ever called on reviving the peace process in accordance with a specific time schedule and on the basis of international legitimacy.

Morocco is more than willing to positively engage in all initiatives that will push forward the peace process in order to reach a settlement that will ensure security and stability in the region.  Thank you, Mr. President.  
SOUTH AFRICA:  Mr. President, the South African government joins the international community in commemorating the UN's International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.  Furthermore, my delegation wishes to associate itself with the statement delivered by the Distinguished Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran on behalf of the NAM.

This event is a reminder that the people of Palestine have not as yet achieved their freedom from illegal occupation despite overwhelming international support.  Violence and the associated impacts of the illegal occupation continue unabated.

Mr. President, this year the UN is commemorating its 70th anniversary, and the question of Palestine has been on the UN's agenda for almost as long.  Yet, when we take stock of the work of the organization on this matter, we can quite accurately conclude that the question of Palestine ranks as one of the UN's -- and in particularly, its Security Council's -- biggest shortcomings.

The UN, after all, was central in leading former colonies towards statehood and liberating occupied peoples, but it has unfortunately failed Palestine.  In fact, few issues have highlighted the shortcomings of this organization as clearly as the question of Palestine.

Mr. President, we are commemorating this event on the backdrop of the escalation of tensions and violence in the holy sites, including Al Haram Al Sharif.  The tensions are clearly an indication that violence and occupation cannot continue.

It reminds us of the urgency to ensure that comprehensive and unconditional negotiations regarding all final status issues needs to be dealt with.  For a comprehensive settlement, the unrelenting expansion of Israeli settlements in the occupied territories, the lifting of the Gaza blockade, and indeed, the continued occupation of the Palestinian territories has to immediately come to a halt.

In this respect, South Africa joins the international community's calls for urgent action and practical steps, in particular by the Security Council, to compel the occupying power to cease the settlement campaign in the occupied Palestinian territories, including East Jerusalem.  We also call on the occupying power to abide by all its obligations under international humanitarian law, UN resolutions and the ICJ Advisory Opinion.

Mr. President, we remain strongly critical of the ongoing defiance of the government of Israel in this regard, which complicates any possible resumption of substantial negotiations.  South Africa remains unmoved in its opinion that the only way to achieve peace is through creating an environment or a two-state solution where Israel will be able to exist side by side in peace with a viable and full independent Palestinian state within internationally recognized borders based on those of 4th June 1967 with East Jerusalem as its capital.

In the meantime, deliberations and measures of assuring the protection of the Palestinian people in occupied Palestine and the retention of the current status quo in the holy sites remains paramount, considering the escalation of tensions and violence in sensitive religious sites, such as the Al Aqsa Mosque.  The world cannot afford another devastation similar to what occurred in the Gaza Strip.

In conclusion, Mr. President, the South African government believes that the only way to bring about lasting peace in the Middle East is to have a comprehensive and unconditional negotiated settlement to end the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese territories and Israel's continued blockade of Gaza.  This, we believe, will contribute towards peace and security throughout the Middle East.

The ongoing delay in achieving such a settlement leads to an unending cycle of violence.  South Africa will therefore continue its efforts, both in the bilateral and multilateral context, to contribute to the achievement of the right to self-determination and freedom of the Palestinian people.  I thank you, Mr. President.

MALDIVES:  Thank you, Mr. President.  The Republic of Maldives wishes to express its appreciation to the Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for the commendable work and for the report submitted for our consideration.  I also would like to thank the Secretary-General for his comprehensive report under this agenda item.

Mr. President, the Republic of Maldives expresses its concern with regards to the continuing ill treatment of the Palestinian people by the Israeli occupying forces.  My delegation would like to reiterate its unyielding support for the people of Palestine in their quest for peace.

Mr. President, as we mark the 70th anniversary of the United Nations this year, we commemorate its historic achievements, including the promotion of international peace and security, global development gains and the enhancement of fundamental human rights all over the world.

However, one particular issue has cast a shadow over all these achievements throughout the organization's illustrious history.  The issue of Palestine is a constant reminder of the failure of both the United Nations and the international community to resolve this flagrant injustice.  The Security Council has adopted numerous resolutions on the situation of the State of Palestine, and yet the conflict remains unresolved.

The Assembly has been presented with reports in abundance on the illegal Israeli practices and policies that blatantly violate international law, yet the occupying power is not held accountable, and its impunity remains unchecked.

That the United Nations Security Council Draft Resolution S/2014/916 calling for a final status agreement and an end to the Israeli occupation by the end of 2017 failed in its adoption is individual of this organization's inability to make any substantial headway on this issue.  We urge the Security Council finally, after seven decades of inaction, to take firm measures necessary to end the occupying power's ongoing brutal practices which deprive inalienable rights of the people of Palestine.  The United Nations must take the lead in steering the peace process from passive rhetoric to pragmatic action, because justice can no longer be delayed.

Mr. President, each year thousands of Israeli settlers move into the occupied territories illegally.  In only the first half of this year, Israel already started the construction of nearly 1,300 structures and completed almost 1,500, even in East Jerusalem, which constitutes a violation of international law.

Just last week, 17 Palestinian-owned homes in five communities in Area C and East Jerusalem were demolished, displacing 27 people, including 12 children.  According to the occupying power, these homes, which have stood for decades, did not have the appropriate building permits.

The Secretary-General's report confirmed once again, and I quote, "The physical destruction caused by the Israeli occupying forces included destruction and severe damage caused to thousands of homes, schools, businesses, hospitals, United Nations facilities and civilian infrastructure," end of quote.

The report further went on to illustrate how over a half a million Palestinians were displaced, how many, including children, were killed, and how not a single home that was destroyed has been rebuilt due to Israel's blockade and import restrictions.  These actions of the occupying power not only violate the rights of the population, but also exacerbate the social and economic conditions.  It is due to Israeli military aggression against the Palestinian civilian population that the most protracted refugee problem in the world, of 5.3 million people, has been constituted.

Mr. President, according to the United Nations Relief Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East, all Palestinian refugee camps and all 560,000 registered Palestinian refugees in Syria have been affected by the ongoing and deadly conflict.  The continuous and immediate need of humanitarian aid for -- and the protection of the majority of the 450,000 Palestinian refugees remaining in Syria who are now internally displaced is substantial.

One-third of UNRWA facilities in Syria, which once functioned as safe havens for the Palestinian refugees, have been demolished.  UNRWA has indicated that Palestinian refugees have fled to Lebanon and Jordan, but due to budgetary implications, they are not able to provide all necessary humanitarian aid.  Thus, more than ever, it is imperative that the illegal occupation of the Israeli forces in the occupied territories must come to an end.

Mr. President, the Palestinian people, including women and children, have been exposed to years of perpetual violence and continuing oppression.  Generations have been denied fundamental human rights.  These are conditions which facilitate the proliferation of radicalization across the region.  The Palestinian situation cannot be perceived as an isolated matter.  The challenges the region faces undermines the whole peace and security situation in the Middle East and the world at large.

Lastly, the Secretary-General's Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process highlighted how destabilization resulting from the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has clear interlinkages with the global threat of terrorism, including the horrific attacks in the recent past.  In this light, the Maldives calls upon the United Nations as a whole, the Security Council in particular, and the international community to steer forward the peace process in a more urgent manner.

Mr. President, the Republic of Maldives firmly reaffirms its position that sustainable peace can only be maintained through the two-state solution, recognizing the sovereign and independent State of Palestine based on the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital.  Further, we call for the immediate withdrawal of Israeli forces from all territories it has occupied for decades.

On 30 September this year, the Maldives was heartened to see the rising of the Palestinian flag at the United Nations headquarters.  The raising of the flag gives us hope of forward movement in the quest for the realization of the right to self-determination by the Palestinian people.

Mr. President, once again, the Maldives stresses the need for the United Nations to fulfill its legal, political and moral responsibility to realize a lasting and comprehensive solution to the question of Palestine in accordance with the UN Charter, international law and the Security Council resolutions.  Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT:  I thank the distinguished permanent representative of the Republic of Maldives.  Ladies and gentlemen, we have heard the last speaker in the debate on this item.  I should like to inform members that the consideration of draft resolutions A/70/L.10, A/70/L.11, A/70/L.12, and A/70/L.13 will take place at the plenary meeting to be held in the afternoon at 3 PM in this hall.  The General Assembly has thus concluded this stage of consideration of agenda item 38. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the General Assembly will now consider agenda item 37 entitled the situation in the Middle East.  The report of the Secretary General on the situation in the Middle East has been circulated in document A/70/353.  In connection with this item, the General Assembly has before it the two draft resolutions issued as document A/70/L.14 entitled Jerusalem and A/70/L.17 entitle the Syrian Golan.

I now give the floor to the distinguished permanent representative of Egypt to introduce draft resolutions A/70/L.14 and A/70/L.17.  You have the floor.

EGYPT:  Mr. President, despite the numerous humanitarian achievements we take pride in, despite the fact that the international community is aware of the necessity to address the root causes of the humanitarian crisis in the world today and the focus on this organization on the promotion of respect of human rights in the world, for different reasons this international community remains unable to stop the most unjust practices, namely occupation, imposing a status quo by force and exploiting the imbalance between occupied people, on the one hand, an occupation force on another.

Mr. President, to express the rejection by the international community of occupation and illegitimate Israeli practices in the occupied Arab territories, I present today to the General Assembly on behalf of the cosponsors of two draft resolutions under item 37 of the agent, entitled The Situation in the Middle East.  

The first, Jerusalem A/70/L.14 stresses the General Assembly and Security Council resolutions on the special status of Jerusalem and the need to annul all administration and legislative measures taken by Israel to change the legal status of the city.  It also stresses that any just and comprehensive solution for Jerusalem must include provisions with international guarantees that ensure the freedom of worship and religion.  It must also include ending occupation and all illegitimate judaization attempts by Israel and Israeli settlers.  

It must include ending all recurrent violations of Palestinian rights of practicing or worship, ending repeated aggression on Al Aqsa mosque and ending all excavation work in the old city in Jerusalem, inside and around religious cities.

The second draft resolution, the Syrian Golan, A/70/L.17, recalls Security Council resolution 497 of 1981.  It stresses the General Assembly's deep concern over the non-implementation of this resolution by Israel.  It also stresses that the two Hague Conventions of 1907 and the Four Geneva Conventions of 1949 are implemented in the occupied Syrian territories since 1967.  It stresses the legitimacy of imposing Israeli laws on these territories and Israeli settlement there.  It calls on Israel to achieve a full withdraw to the lines of 4 June, 1967 and to respect the agreements in this regard.

The cosponsors of draft resolutions believe that it is high time for the international community to deal with the conflict in the Middle East in a comprehensive and decisive manner.  The people and the region continue to suffer from war and aggression and look forward to achieve peace, stability and coexistence.  

This cannot be achieved without a serious commitment and a political will by Israel to a full withdraw from all Arab and Palestinian occupied territories, and an implementation of General Assembly resolutions and Security Council resolutions and on the basis of the peace for land principle and the rules of international law.

To achieve this, we wish to see all member states support both draft resolutions.  We urge you to vote in favor of this resolution to stress the will of the international community and respect the goals of international legitimacy to stop occupation, to end aggression and uphold the noble purposes and principles of the charter.  Thank you, Mr. President. 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Mr. President, currently the Middle East is seized by a strongly increasing sense of chaos.  The terrorist violence is increasing in scope.  Islamic State and Jabhat al-Nusra are fighting for broad territories in Iraq, Syria and also sending their roots down into other states of the Middle East.  As this year has shown us, their xenophobic and deadly rhetoric is extending further beyond the region.  

In February of 2012 when the General Assembly adopted resolution 253 on Syria, we supported the Syrian position to dissociate itself from the violent groups and militias, and that was not given significant attention and was not included in the text. 

In 2013, many of us also do not have the sufficient decisiveness to reject the violence and terrorist acts of the non-governmental forces.  A lot of time has gone by, but everyone has already understood that our differences of opinion with any powers will not help us to stop all becoming victims of this violence.  

Chaos destabilization and undermining the pillars of the statehood is without a future and will lead to negative consequences in the future.

Since this has happened, the Vienna process has begun moving towards a solution to the Syrian conflict.  Including the Geneva communique on 2012, there have been principles agreed upon also in the two meetings with the leaders of Syria in Vienna.  In spite of the turbulence of the entire region, and including the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the period we have gone by has been called a new center of tension, which is affecting Israeli and Palestinian civilians.

This is not acceptable.  We must bring an end to this as soon as possible.  Of key importance is the situation around the holy sites, including in Jerusalem, which are sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims.  There also needs to be an end to the illegal statement activity, which is increasing and is also increasing the level of tension between Palestinians and Israelis.

Israel and Palestine should return to the negotiating table and should urgently begin substantive negotiations to find a solution to the conflict with the support of the international community and the international sentiment included in Security Council resolutions, the Madrid principles, the roadmap and the Arab Peace Initiative.

Moreover, it is important for Palestinian unity to be respected.  We need to have an independent, viable and secure Palestinian state living side by side in peace and security with Israel.  

We also want to not lose sight of the situation in Gaza with a view to removing or at least reducing the blockade.  The current donor funds should currently contribute to that, and further uniting of Palestinian ranks under the PLO and the Arab Peace Initiative is crucial.

Russia for its part supports and will continue pushing for a renewal of negotiations both bilaterally and in various multilateral forms, first and foremost in the format of the Middle East quartet of international mediators.  The Quartet's meetings and its statements from December and October supporting the special envoy in the region is of importance, and the Quartet, Israel and Palestine need to move together towards a comprehensive solution.

The peace process between Israel and Palestine must include collective efforts and political will, both by the parties themselves and also members of the international community.  Thank you, Mr. President.

OMAN:  Mr. President, in the name of the Sultanate of Oman I would like to thank you for convening this meeting on the Question of Palestine and the Situation in the Middle East.  I would also like to thank His Excellency Ambassador, His Excellency Mr. Fodé Seck, the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Senegal and Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, for the report prepared by his committee, which is contained in Document A/70/35.

In addition, we express our thanks to the Secretary General for his report contained on Document A/70/354 on the Question of Palestine and Document A/70/353 on the Situation in the Middle East.  Likewise, we commend the statement of the Chairman of the Committee on the situation in the Palestinian occupied territories.  

Mr. President, this year marks the 70th anniversary of the United Nations, whose founding was intended to promote the strengthening of international peace and security and maintaining the rights and dignity of humankind as among its most important goals.  However, the question of Palestine still remains unresolved, although this has been one of the most important issues concerning the organization from soon after its inception.

There is still no permanent solution that maintains the dignity of the Palestinian people and regains their rights.  The illegal and inhuman acts carried out by the Israeli government continue as it expands settlements in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem, and violates international laws and customs in building and expanding its separation wall in the West Bank, which is a flagrant violation of the rights of Palestinian people living in the occupied territories.  The provisions of international humanitarian law, the siege on Gaza is still on and has led to intensifying the suffering of Gazans following the assault last year.  

Mr. President, my country followed with great concern the intrusion of some Israeli extremist groups into the Al Aqsa Mosque recently, thereby preventing worshipers from conducting their religious rights freely.  This is a violation of humanitarian law, international law and the relevant resolutions of the Security Council.  Hence, my country calls on the international community represented here in the United Nations and in the Security Council to assume their responsibilities by seeking to compel Israel to implement the relevant United Nations resolutions, provide the international protection demanded by the Palestinians, and allow the Palestinian people to obtain their legitimate rights.

Mr. President, my country calls upon the international community through the United Nations, specifically the Security Council, to assume its responsibility to ensure that Israel, the occupying power, put an end to its practices, policies and its endeavors to change the demographic composition of the populations.  Israel must return to the negotiating table in order to end the occupation of the Palestinian territories and allow for the establishment of an independent state of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital.

In accordance with the relevant Security Council resolutions, the Arab Peace Initiative additionally, Israel must withdraw from the Syrian Golan and rest -- and the rest of territories still under occupation in South Lebanon.

Mr. President, Oman confirms that accomplishing peace and stability is achieved through dialogue and negotiations, as was emphasized in the statement of the Sultanate of Oman in the General Debate a few weeks ago.  And I quote, "We call on the Palestinians and the Israelis alike to return to the negotiating table and to work on achieving the two independent states' vision, living side-by-side through steps that would secure the interests of both parties based on the pillars of the Arab Peace Initiative and the relevant international resolutions."

We also call upon the United Nations and the parties sponsoring the peace process in the Middle East to exert more efforts so as to reach an agreement for settling this crisis instead of merely proceeding with managing it.

Mr. President, in conclusion Oman confirms its strongly-held view that it is necessary to return to dialogue and negotiations and calls upon the concerned parties involved in the peace process, particularly the Security Council and the Quartet, to play an active role in order to reach a just and comprehensive solution and the desired peace leading to the establishment of an independent Palestinian state in the Palestinian territories occupied in 1967, living side-by-side with Israel within internationally-recognized orders.  Thank you, Mr. President.

SYRIA:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Allow me at the outset to thank my colleague, the Permanent Representative of Egypt, for presenting the draft resolutions entitled the Syrian Golan and Jerusalem.  I would also like to thank all states which have adopted the draft resolution on Golan and those who are voting for it.

I would like to call upon the present delegations to attend the afternoon session in order to vote for those two draft resolutions on the occupied Jerusalem and the occupied Syrian Golan.  

Mr. President, Israel with the support of its sponsors and protectors, attempts a turning the question of Israeli occupation of Arab territories to an issue of misunderstanding, a difference of opinion that should not be called for discord, as if we're talking about a normal issue where the number of killed and injured are just changing, as well as the numbers of settlers, refugees and detainees, among others.

As if it is not an issue of the people succumbing to the yoke of occupation, an occupation that is rejected internationally, as if all those Palestinian victims are mere statistics with no identity, with no families, children or unique humane stories like all other humans living in the western capitals all over the world.

A routine question where you hear about the building of settlers here, issuing permits to build other settlements there, the reaction to all of this is a mere condemnation statement, as if building those settlements is a normal question that does not end any hope for the establishment of a Palestinian -- a viable Palestinian state, a routine issue where Israel violates Muslim and Christian holy sites.

As if the attempt of Israel to confiscate those places does not warn of a devastating blow up of the situation, a routine question that has continued for almost half a century where Israel is launching an aggression here and there against the countries and peoples of the region, as if all of this does not undermine international law or threaten the peace and security in the region and all over the world.  

And it's acceptable for some that the number of resolutions adopted by the UN to condemn this aggression are increasing from time to time, since the Israeli politicians justify this in terms of a world that is voting against their occupation and excessive force, as if it's a world that is anti-Semitic.

Mr. President, that's what Israel is attempting to do in public and at the stark ... daylight.  If you wanted to prevent Israel from continuing perpetrating its crime, we have to turn our words into deeds.  The Palestinian people and the Syrian people under the yoke of Israeli occupation in Golan cannot bear to be used as a goal for Israeli leaders to project their weapons of blind Jewish hatred.  We have to shoulder our common responsibility to end the Israeli occupation of the Arab territories, including the Syrian Golan.

We have to stress in a united voice it's enough -- enough for all those countries that are abusing the United Nations and are preventing it from shouldering its relevant responsibilities by protecting Israel and supporting its acts.  It's enough to push its narrow-minded political agendas in these international organizations.  It's enough to give precedence to those agendas at the expense of legal principles and moral responsibilities.  

I’m not going to delve into the details of the Israeli violations in the Arab occupied land.  You've all talked about it, and you've all condemned it to heart.  However, I would like to read out what was stated by an Israeli soldier over an Urdu speaker to the residents of the Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem, the Palestinian camp that was on 29 October this year.  And I quote -- I’m quoting what was stated by this Israeli soldier threatening the residents of the refugee camp.

He said "Residents of the Aida refugee camp.  We are the military of Israel and we are telling you this.  If you throw us with stone, we will tear gas you until all of you fall dead.  You will all die, men, women and elderly.  We'll allow no one to stay alive.  We have arrested one of you.  He is with us now.  We have taken him from his home. We're going to slaughter him.  We'll kill him before your eyes.  Go back to your homes or else we'll shoot you with tear gas until your death."

The hatred, terrorism and racism in the worlds of this Israeli soldier summarizes the core of the Israeli policy and their view of the Palestinians since the establishment of Israel, according to half a resolution issued by the General Assembly 67 years ago.  I say half a resolution because the second half of that resolution, which established the state of Israel, provided for the establishment of the state of Palestine.  However, this did not happen like this.

Mr. President, never think ever that the crisis that is suffered by Syria now could deviate us even an inch away from our inalienable right to regain the occupied Syrian Golan to the lines of 4 June, 1967 with all necessarily measures under the international law and the UN charter.  This is our land and the land of our ancestors, and it will remain the land of our sons and daughters after us.

In the occupied Golan, our sons and daughters are tasting the bitterness of the Israeli violations, be it oppression, racial discrimination or arbitrary detention.  And the list is long -- real long.  Unfortunately, it has not reached the knights of human rights and the protectors of the international humanitarian law, or the sponsors of Israel.

As if there are war crimes that are lawful and war crimes that are forbidden, as is terrorism these days, terrorism that is lawful and another one that is unlawful, as if there are governments above the law and others under the law.  However, some of those hypocrites are existing even by the mere support of the draft resolution entitled The Syrian Golan, which we'll vote upon later in the afternoon session.

Mr. President, it's known to all that Israel's violation of international law is a double and very dangerous violation.  Israel did not only occupy the Syrian Golan, but it went as far as enacting a provocative law in 1981 to annex the Syrian Golan and thus has brought in flocks of foreign settlers to live there.  They encourage them to do so by giving them huge financial incentives.  They confiscated the Syrian territories and demolished homes with residents inside.  They even went as far as imposing financial fines in the sum of $50,000 US on anyone who builds a house to shelter him and his sisters.  They have forced them to undertake unpaid labor for the interest of the occupation forces for no less than six months as a punishment.

Imagine that someone comes to you.  They expel you out of your home and they say, "This is mine."  And when you go to build another house, they would come on you and request you to demolish that house and pay $50,000 US, the cost of a demolition.

In addition, after they actually confiscate your home and force you to pay $50,000 US and demolish the other house that you've built, they impose you unpaid labor to pay service to the occupation forces in the occupied Golan for six whole months.  That really happens.

Israel has also abused the natural resources in Golan, including water and oil.  This year the Afek Corporation for Oil and Gas has made drilling and exploration, working different places in the occupied Golan, in clear violation of international law, particularly the Hague Convention of 1907, as well as the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 that bans the occupying power from using those natural resources or exposing them to danger or leading to their loss or depletion.

In addition to the above, Israel arrested many Syrians living under the yoke of occupation, including the rearrest of Syrian's Mandela, the freedom fighter, Sidqi al-Maqt, who has been detained by Israel for 27 years.  It's the same period that Nelson Mandela has spent in the Apartheid prisons in South Africa.

What some of you might not know is that Israel has again detained the freedom fighter, Sidqi al-Maqt, because he was working on documenting and exposing Israel's support to the terrorists of al-Nusra front, affiliated with Al-Qaeda, as well as the terrorists of ... Yarmouk, affiliated to ISIL in the separation zone in occupied Golan.  

To conclude, Mr. President, all these Israeli measures that I have touched upon must stop immediately.  Israel must withdraw from the Syrian Golan to the 4th of June 1967 lines.  I call upon the member states to vote for the draft resolution entitled The Syrian Golan to uphold the international law and entrench the provisions of the UN charter in adherence with the relevant UN resolutions, including Security Council resolution 497 of the year 1981, which has considered Israel's decision to annex the Syrian Golan in 1967 null and void with no legal implication.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

MALDIVES:  Thank you, Mr. President.  On behalf of the Republic of the Maldives, I wish to express our deep appreciation to the Secretary General for the reports presented under this agenda item and to the continuing efforts of his good offices and his representatives towards finding a lasting solution and lasting solutions to the various conflicts that still plague the region of the Middle East.

Mr. President, on the 30th of September we welcomed the raising of the Palestinian flag here at the United Nations.  This marked an important step forward and a beacon of hope for the Palestinian people in their quest for self-determination.  The Maldives once again reiterates its call for the full realization of the right to self-determination of the Palestinian people, the right of the Palestinian people to establish a state of their own alongside Israel on the basis of the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.  

For 67 years, this organization has failed Palestine and the people of the occupied territories.  This failure epitomizes the inability of the international community to work together to bring to an end the Palestinian conflict.  The countless UN Resolutions, the Madrid Principles, the Oslo Accords, the Arab Peace Initiative and the Quarter Roadmap strive to overcome Israeli occupation and the apartheid system that is currently in place.

These strove to change the mindsets of the generations that have grown up in an atmosphere of hatred, fear and violence.  Nonetheless, the occupation of these territories and the incessant violations of the human rights of these people continue unchecked.  

Mr. President, in recent months the -- excuse me.  Mr. President, countries in the region continue to face one of their biggest threats in the shape of the so-called Islamic State.  The conflict in Syria is causing an unending web of violence and destabilization in the entire Middle East region.  This conflict and the international community's failure to act led to the birth of the so-called Islamic State, who uses and abuses the Islamic religion to legitimize the violence that they are committing and their relentless violations of international humanitarian and human rights law.

These acts are barbarity committed in the name of Islam, are inhuman and un-Islamic.  The so-called Islamic state represents the greatest emerging threat to international security.  The international community has failed to take concrete actions to bring to an end this violence.  Today, after the recent terrorist attacks in France, Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq and Mali, we must take firm stands to have a unified voice against the so-called Islamic state, to bring to an end the conflict in Syria and to end the recruitment and financing of the so-called Islamic state.

The flow of foreign terrorist fighters need to be stopped.  Countering the financing of this group and the flow of weapons will aid in its ultimate destruction.  The only solution to this conflict is a political one, where all stakeholders come to the table and find the solution jointly.

Mr. President, the humanitarian consequences of the conflict has been dire.  In mid-2014 the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimate that 10.8 million of Syria's 22 million population was affected by the conflict and is in need of humanitarian assistance, including 6.5 million who are internally displaced.  

The Syrian conflict has spurred the world's largest refugee crisis.  Men, women and children are fleeing incessant violence, conflict and persecution, searching for a better future.  The refugee crisis took a global dimension when thousands of individuals began flooding into Europe.  

It is, however, essential to note that the first countries to be affected in this crisis was Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey.  For the past five years, these countries have borne the burden of this crisis, with their populations increasing drastically.  Lebanon today hosts more than 1.3 million refugees and Turkey more than 1.5 million, according to the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees.  It is notable that this increase in Lebanon represents a quarter of its population before the outbreak.

These countries have been unable to handle this influx of refugees and the international community's failure to act has led to this matter becoming a threat to the peace and security of these states.  

Mr. President, my delegation cannot stress enough the importance of political compromise and productive engagement through the international community to resolve conflicts in the Middle East.  The nuclear deal agreed and signed between Iran and the P5+1 represents hope that issues of tension can be resolved in a peaceful and diplomatic manner.  We welcome this agreement and look forward to it being concretely put into action.  

Along the same spirit, the Maldives looks forward for the United Nations and the international community to bring renewed efforts to find lasting solutions to a region that has been mired in strife for too long.  Thank you, Mr. President.

KAZAKHSTAN:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Mr. President, time could not be more appropriate to address the unprecedented crisis of grave magnitude prevailing in the Middle East.  The situation in the region for decades has been a major destabilizing factor for global security.  We know that the current situation in the Middle East will stabilize only the Palestinian issue as a result.  Kazakhstan recognizes the legitimate right of the Palestinian people for self-determination and strongly supports the creation of an independent state of Palestine, peacefully coexisting with Israel within the 1967 borders, and for obtaining its full-fledged membership in the United Nations.

We see the two-state solution as the only available option for a durable peace and therefore call on Israeli and Palestinian leaders to demonstrate political responsibility and their good will to reach a historic peace agreement that would meet the legitimate aspirations of their peoples.

At the time when we commemorate the 70th anniversary of the United Nations, the humankind has exhausted all limits for revolutions and world wars yet in the last century.  That is why our wisdom should serve peace and security.  As Arab Spring has proven, revolutions only hinder human development, throw societies backwards, turn interstate relations tense and more complicated.

States must reject unconstitutional and illegal actions by any forces, including external ones in whatever country, which would lead to the destruction of statehood.  The humanitarian disaster in Syria is no longer considered a regional issue.  The crisis has gone far beyond geographic boundaries of the region.  We support efforts by the United Nations League of Arab States, United States, Russia, European Union and other stakeholders.

Kazakhstan firmly believes the crisis should be overcome only through genuine political dialogue without violence and bloodshed.  This year Kazakhstan twice hosted meeting of some Syrian opposition groups which provided an opportunity to discuss the political situation in Syria and positive settlement ways.  

Mr. President, in the light of the latest terrorist attacks in a number of countries claiming so many innocent lives and dangerous, the threat of this evil endangers the whole humankind and its future.  In fight against terrorism, we need to use all means available, both political and ideological.  We believe that spiritual and religious leaders can play significant role in fostering inter-ethnic and interreligious harmony and mutual respect, thus diminishing mistrust and fear.  

To strengthen their role in contribution, Kazakhstan regularly hosts the Triennial Congress of the Leaders of World & Traditional Religions, providing a platform for communication between religious and political leaders for the sake of peace. 

Mr. President, today we unfortunately witness that Islam sometimes is being perceived in a distorted way, as a religion justifying violence.  To bridge the gap and to overcome mistrust and hatred, President Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan has initiated to convene in the nearest future a United Nations high-level forum named Islam Against Terrorism.  We invite Member States to support these initiatives.  

Mr. President, the President of Kazakhstan has also proposed to establish the UN-led Counterterrorism Coalition and develop a common mechanism for struggling with this evil and bringing perpetrators and their supporters to justice.  To be more efficient, this United Nations mechanism, including the UN Global Counterterrorism Strategy should have a legally-binding nature through the adoption of the Security Council Resolution.

We also believe that the UN Unified Global Network to Counter International Terrorism and Extremism is an outcome of the Secretary General's forthcoming comprehensive plan of action to combat terrorism would serve the purpose of minimization of this threat.  Our thrust is to shift from routine conflict prevention and post-conflict recovery to a new development strategy that would considerably eliminate or reduce the threat of war and conflict.  He therefore proposed to launch a new trend in global development titled 2045 Global Strategic Initiative.  

In conclusion, we reiterate our commitment to the collective efforts to fight international terrorism and to ensure peace in the Middle East based on freedom and justice for all.  Thank you.

PRESIDENT:  I thank the Distinguished Deputy Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kazakhstan.  Ladies and gentlemen, we've heard the last speaker in the debate on agenda item 37.  I would like to inform Members that the action on draft resolutions A/70/L.14 and A/70/L.17 will be taken after we take action on the draft resolutions A/70/L.10, A/70/L.11, A/70/L.12 and A/70/L.13 on the agenda item 38 at the plenary meeting to be held in the afternoon at 3:00 p.m. in this hall.  The meeting is adjourned.

CHAIR:  The 64th Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly is called to order.  The General Assembly will resume its consideration of agenda item 38, Question of Palestine to Take Action on Draft Resolution A/70/L.10 entitled Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian people, A/70/L.11 entitled Division for the Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat, A/70/L.12 entitled Special Information Program on the Question of Palestine of the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat, and A/70/L.13 entitled Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine.

Before the Assembly takes action on the draft resolution one-by-one, Members are reminded that they will have an opportunity to explain their vote on all four draft resolutions before and after action is taken on all of the draft resolutions.  We shall now proceed to consider draft resolutions A/70/L.10, A/70/L.11, A/70/L.12 and A/70/L.13.

Before giving the floor to the speaker in explanation of votes, before the vote may I remind the delegation that explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and should be made by delegations from their seat?  I give the floor to Israel. 

ISRAEL:  Thank you, Mr. President.  For the past three months, Israeli citizens have been terrorized on a daily basis.  Men, women and children are being attacked all over Israeli, in the streets of Tel Aviv, Beersheba, Jerusalem, and in cities across the nation.  Just over the past week alone, the onslaught of terror attacks against Israel claims the life of nine people.  Two were stabbed in the streets on the way to afternoon prayer at the synagogue.  Two were shot on the way to a wedding and all were murdered in cold blood while going about their daily lives.

Yet, despite the horrific events, we have not heard any strong condemnation against the attacks on Israelis during these discussions.  This Assembly must condemn all type of terrorism in the strongest possible way and make clear that terror is terror no matter where it takes place or who the victims are.

Unfortunately, here at the UN it is business as usual.  Once again, this Assembly is about to vote on a package of resolutions that serves those that prefer to ignore the facts.  The six resolutions that are being considered here today not only fail to promote dialogue or build trust but also have a wasteful budgetary implication.

First, they fail to address the recent rise in terrorism, to acknowledge the fact that Israelis are being attacked and murdered on a daily basis.  They also conveniently ignore Hamas, an internationally recognized terrorist organization, which continues to oppress its own people living in Gaza and to actively impede the efforts to reconstruct Gaza by using building materials intended for civilians to build up its militant capabilities.

If this Assembly truly wants to have an honest debate about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, it must stop ignoring the facts and demand that the Palestinian leadership answer the following question.  Why do they fail to condemn acts of terror committed by Palestinians?  Why for the last 20 years have they preferred violence over dialogue and incitement over negotiation?  Why do they continue to refuse to assume responsibility of the Gaza Strip?  Why were peace proposals from several Israeli Prime Ministers rejected by the Palestinian leadership time and time again?  And lastly, why does President Abbas continue to ignore Prime Minister Netanyahu's repeated calls to resume negotiation?

Mr. President, a lot was said about Temple Mount today and yesterday.  Israel has repeatedly affirmed its commitment to the status quo.  We do this out of a deep and abiding respect for the principle of freedom of religion and the historic connection of the three monolithic faiths to the Temple Mount.  Yet it is clear that this respect is not mutual.  Recently the Palestinians asked to submit a proposal to UNESCO to include the Western Wall, the site of Jewish prayer for millennia, as part of their Al Aqsa Mosque.  It is evident that Palestinian leaders are determined to deny any historic connection between the Jewish people and our Holy Sites.  

And we consider the same approach is evident in the resolutions that we have here before us today.  While Israel continues to recognize a connection of Muslims to their Holy Sites, these resolutions completely disregard the connection of other religion to Al Haram Al Sharif.  They even fail to mention its Jewish/Christian name, Temple Mount, in case they have forgotten it.

Mr. President, the complex reality of the Middle East demands the full attention and the appropriate financing by the United Nations.  Turmoil, political transformation, and violence wreak havoc in the Middle East and the world is dealing with one of the biggest and most serious humanitarian crises in its history.  This Assembly is about to decide yet again to adopt resolutions that divert precious financial resources to inefficient bodies whose only purpose is attacking Israel.

These bodies include the Special Information Program on the Question of Palestine and the Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat, the only UN Secretariat bodies that are dedicated solely to one specific conflict or, more precisely, to the PR activities of one side of the conflict.  And the Committee on the Exercise of Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian people, on its part it's a hotbed for anti-Israel activity.

It is quite baffling why the UN would spend approximately $6.5 million a year on these bodies, which are dedicated solely to promoting the Palestinian narrative, while it admits to suffering from a severe budgetary deficit.  I ask you why does the UN divert this money to further a purely anti-Israeli agenda instead of allocating it to those who are in dire need of humanitarian assistance.

Mr. Chair, the bitter reality is that the six proposed resolutions offer a one-sided account of the situation and only perpetuate a zero-sum approach to the conflict.  They send a message that the only way to support the Palestinians is by criticizing Israel.  Let no one delude themselves, supporting these resolutions will not advance the cause of peace, it will only make peace harder to achieve.

I call on the Members who genuinely wish to assist in achieving a durable solution for Israel and the Palestinians to take a stand against this resolution and take steps to facilitate direct negotiation without precondition between the parties.  Thank you, Mr. President.

CHAIR:  I thank Israel.  We have heard the only speaker in explanation of vote before the votes.  The Assembly will now take decisions on draft resolutions A/70/L.10, A/70/L.11, A/70/L.12 and A/70/L.13.  We turn first to draft resolution A/70/L.10 entitled Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.  I now give the floor to the Representative of the Secretariat.

SECRETARIAT:  I should like to announce that since the submission of the draft resolution and in addition to those delegations listed on the L document, the following countries have also become co-sponsors of A/70/L.10: Brunei Darussalam, Cuba, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Senegal, South Africa, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  Thank you, Mr. President.

CHAIR:  A recorded vote has been requested.  We shall now begin the voting process.  Those in favor of draft resolution A/70/L.10, please signify.  Those against.  Abstentions.  

SECRETARIAT:  The Assembly is now voting on draft resolution A/70/L.10 entitled Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.  Will all delegations kindly confirm that their votes are accurately reflected on this screen?  

The voting has been completed.  The machine is locked.  

CHAIR:  The result of the vote is as follows: in favor 102, against 8, abstentions 57.  Draft resolution A/70/L.10 is adopted.  We turn to the next draft resolution A/70/L.11 entitled Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat.  I now give the floor to the Representative of the Secretariat.

SECRETARIAT:  I should like to announce that since the submission of the draft resolution and in addition to those delegations listed on the L document, the following countries have also become co-sponsors of A/70/L.11:  Brunei Darussalam, Cuba, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Senegal, South Africa, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

CHAIR:  A recorded vote has been requested.  We shall now begin the voting process.  Those in favor of draft resolution A/70/L.11, please signify.  Those against.  Abstentions.  

SECRETARIAT:  The General Assembly is now voting on draft resolution A/70/L.11 entitled Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat.  Will all delegations kindly confirm that their votes are accurately reflected on this screen?  

The voting has been completed.  The machine is locked.

CHAIR:  The results of the vote is as follows: in favor 99, against 8, abstentions 59.  Draft resolution A/70/L.11 is adopted.  

We now turn to draft resolution A/70/L.12 entitled Special Information Program on the Question of Palestine of the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat.  I now give the floor to the representative of the Secretariat.

SECRETARIAT:  I should like to announce that since the submission of the draft resolution and in addition to those delegations listed on the L document, the following countries have also become co-sponsors of A/70/L.12:  Belarus, Brunei Darussalam, Cuba, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Senegal, South Africa, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

CHAIR:  A recorded vote has been requested.  We shall now begin the voting process.  Those in favor of draft resolution A/70/L.12, please signify.  Those in favor.  Those against.  Abstentions.  

SECRETARIAT:  The General Assembly is now voting on draft resolution A/70/L.12 entitled Special Information Program on the Question of Palestine of the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat.  Will all delegations kindly confirm that their votes are accurately reflected on this screen?  

The voting has been completed.  Please lock the machine.

CHAIR:  The results of the vote is as follows -- what is it?  They removed it.  We are waiting for the results 

The result of the vote is as follows:  in favor 155, against 7, abstentions 7.  Draft resolution A/70/L.12 is adopted.  

The Assembly will now take a decision on draft resolution A/70/L.13 entitled Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine.  I now give the floor to the Representative of the Secretariat.

SECRETARIAT: I should like to announce that since the submission of the draft resolution and in addition to those delegations listed on the L document, the following countries have also become co-sponsors of A/70/L.13:  Belarus, Brunei Darussalam, Cuba, Kurdistan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Senegal, South Africa, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

CHAIR:  A recorded vote has been requested.  We shall now begin the process of voting.  Those in favor of draft resolution A/70/L.13, please signify.  Those against.  Abstentions.  

SECRETARIAT:  The General Assembly is now voting on draft resolution A/70/L.13 entitled Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine.  Will all delegations kindly confirm that their votes are accurately reflected on this screen?  

The voting has been completed.  The machine is locked.  

CHAIR:  The result of the vote is as follows:  in favor 155, against 7, abstentions 7.  Draft resolution A/70/L.13 is adopted.  

Before giving the floor to the speakers in explanation of vote, may I remind delegations that explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and should be made by delegations from their seats?  I give the floor to Luxembourg on behalf of the European Union. 

EUROPEAN UNION (LUXEMBOURG):  Mr. President, I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union.  The European Union wishes to thank the Palestinian delegation for the successful outcome of our negotiations on a number of resolutions on which action is taken by the General Assembly.  

As an outcome of these negotiations, the European Union confirms its consolidated voting pattern on these resolutions.  At this point in time, we would like to put on record that with regard to all resolutions that are adopted during the 70th session of the General Assembly, the European Union and its member states consider that whenever "Palestinian government" is mentioned, this refers to the Palestinian Authority.  

Furthermore, the use of the term Palestine in any of these resolutions cannot be construed as recognition of the state of Palestine and is without prejudice to the individual positions of the member states on this issue, and hence on the question of the validity of an accession to the conventions and treaties mentioned therein.

We also point out that the European Union as a whole has not expressed a legal qualification with regard to the term forced displacement used in a number of resolutions submitted under item 38 and item 55.

Finally, some of the resolutions adopted today also refer to the ongoing tensions regarding the holy places in Jerusalem.  Let me stress in this regard that the European Union is concerned about worrying developments and recurrent violent clashes at the Haram Al Sharif Temple Mount.  We fully acknowledge the special role of Jordan in Muslim holy shrines in Jerusalem.  We welcome the understandings that have been reached between Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority on this issue last month.

We recall the agreements previously reached in October, 2014 and we call for their full implementation.  Thank you, Mr. President.

UNITED STATES:  Mr. President, the United States remains profoundly troubled by the repetitive and disproportionate number of one-sided General Assembly resolutions designed to condemn Israel, a total of 18 this year.  This one-sided approach damages the prospects for peace by undermining trust between parties and the kind of international support critical to achieving peace.  All parties to the conflict have responsibilities for ending it and we are disappointed that UN Members continually single out Israel without acknowledging the responsibilities and difficult steps that must be taken on all sides.

It is manifestly unjust that the United Nations, an institution founded upon the idea that all nations should be treated equally, is so often used by Member States to treat Israel unequally.  Of these annual resolutions, three are particularly troubling: the Resolution on the Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat, the Resolution on the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and the Resolution on the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and other Arabs of the Occupied Territory.

These resolutions renew mandates for UN bodies established decades ago, wasting valuable resources and reinforcing the systemic UN bias against Israel.  All Member States should evaluate the effectiveness of supporting and funding these bodies.  The United States remains firmly committed to advancing a two-state solution.  We continue to urge all sides to take steps to stop the violence, improve conditions on the ground in the West Bank and Gaza, and move the diplomatic process forward.

This means reversing current trends where terrorism, violence, settlements and demolitions are increasingly creating a one-state reality and imperiling the viability of a two-state solution.  It means resuming the Oslo transition to greater Palestinian civil responsibility.  We believe that doing so will enhance security and stability for the Israelis and Palestinians alike.  

The United States Secretary of State, John Kerry, is currently in the region meeting with the senior leadership on both sides to discuss how to help stabilize the situation and show meaningful progress towards a two-state solution.  These are the same goals expressed in the September 30 Quartet statement, goals that are shared by our partners.

We believe it is past time for the genuine advancement of a two-state solution and in mid-November Prime Minister Netanyahu discussed with President Obama and Secretary Kerry concrete ideas for stopping the violence, improving conditions on the ground in the West Bank and Gaza and moving the diplomatic process forward.

We condemn all acts of violence directed at unarmed civilians, including stabbings, shootings, arson and vehicular attacks.  The victims of these attacks have included American citizens, mostly recently 18-year-old Ezra Schwartz, who was killed by terrorists less than a week ago.

The United States will support Israel's right to defend innocent civilians against terrorism and we mourn any loss of innocent life.  It is critical that every possible effort be taken to show restraint and deescalate tensions.  I would like to reiterate that the United States has consistently opposed every effort to delegitimize Israel or undermine its security at the United Nations, and we will continue to do so with vigor.  

Our continued opposition to the resolution on Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem and the occupied Golan, however, should not be understood to mean that we support settlement activity.  On the contrary, we view Israeli settlement activity as illegitimate and counterproductive to the cause of peace.  During the past year we have been deeply concerned by Israel's advancement of plans for thousands of additional housing units in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.  We have made clear that such action only draws condemnation from the international community, poisons the atmosphere and undermines the prospects for peace.

While the United States equivocally rejects Israeli settlements in territories occupied in 1967, this does not justify the repetitive and one-sided General Assembly resolutions facilitating the condemnation of Israel.  These resolutions set back our collective efforts to advance a peaceful resolution to the conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians and they damage the institutional credibility of the United Nations.  Biased resolutions will not advance peace; only hard choices made in the context of bilateral negotiations will do that.  The cause of peace would be well served by more balance and less bias in the General Assembly of the United Nations.  Thank you.

SINGAPORE:  Mr. President, I have the honor to speak in explanation of vote after the adoption of resolutions L.10 to L.13.  Mr. President, Singapore voted in favor of resolution A/70/L.10, Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, on the understanding that the reference in OP2 to the achievement of the two-state solution on the basis of the pre-1967 borders should be interpreted in the same manner as set out in OP1 of resolution A/70/L.13, Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine, namely the two-state solution of Israel and Palestine living side-by-side in peace and security within recognized borders based on the pre-1967 borders.  Thank you, Mr. President.

CHAIR:  We have heard the last speaker in explanation of vote.  The exercise of the right of reply has been requested.  May I remind members that statements in the exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 minutes for the first intervention and to 5 minutes for the second intervention, and should be made by delegations from their seats?  I call on the Representative of Israel.

ISRAEL:  Thank you, Mr. President, but I think there was a bit of confusion.  I didn’t ask for the right of reply at this stage.  Thank you.

CHAIR:  I thank the Representative of Israel.  The General Assembly has thus concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda item 38.  The General Assembly will now resume its consideration of agenda item 37, the Situation in the Middle East to Take Action on Draft Resolution A/70/L.14 entitled Jerusalem, and A/70/L.17 entitled The Syrian Golan. 

Before the Assembly takes action on the draft resolutions one-by-one, Members are reminded that they will have an opportunity to explain their votes on the two draft resolutions before and after action is taken on both resolutions.  We shall now proceed to consider draft resolution A/70/L.14 and A/70/L.17.

The Assembly will now take decision on draft resolution A/70/L.14 entitled Jerusalem, and A/70/L.17 entitled The Syrian Golan.  

We turn to the first draft resolution A/70/L.14 entitled Jerusalem and I now give the floor to the Representative of the Secretariat.

SECRETARIAT:  I should like to announce that since the submission of the draft resolution and in addition to those delegations listed on the L document, the following countries have also become co-sponsors of A/70/L.14:  Brunei Darussalam, Cuba, Ecuador, Malaysia, Mali, Senegal, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

CHAIR:  A recorded vote has been requested.  We shall now begin the voting process.  Those in favor of draft resolution A/70/L.14, please signify.  Those against.  Abstentions.  

SECRETARIAT:  The Assembly is now voting on draft resolution A/70/L.14 entitled Jerusalem.  Will all delegations kindly confirm that their votes are accurately reflected on this screen?  

The voting has been completed.  Please lock the machine.

CHAIR:  The result of the vote is as follows:  in favor 153, against 7, abstentions 8.  Draft resolution A/70/L.14 is adopted.

We now turn to draft resolution A/70/L.17 entitled The Syrian Golan.  I now give the floor to the Representative of the Secretariat.

SECRETARIAT:  I should like to announce that since the submission of the draft resolution and in addition to those delegations listed on the L document, the following countries have also become co-sponsors of A/70/L.17:  Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Mali.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

CHAIR:  A recorded vote has been requested.  We shall now begin the voting process.  Those in favor of draft resolution A/70/L.17, please signify.  Those against.  Abstentions.  

SECRETARIAT:  The General Assembly is now voting on draft resolution A/70/L.17 entitled The Syrian Golan.  Will all delegations kindly confirm that their votes are accurately reflected on this screen?  

The voting has been completed.  Please lock the machine.

CHAIR:  The result of the vote is as follows:  in favor 105, against 6, abstentions 56.  Draft resolution A/70/L.17 is adopted.

I now give the floor to the Distinguished Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic.  

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC:  Thank you, Mr. President.  My delegation, the delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic, expresses heartfelt appreciation and gratitude to the General Assembly for its adoption, again, every year without exception since 1981, of draft resolution 1989 when Israel imposed its illegitimate laws on the Syrian Arab Golan.  

The adoption of resolution entitled the Syrian Golan, as contained in document A/70/L.17 and other draft resolutions under items Question of Palestine and the Situation in the Middle East.  

Once again, my country, Syria, expresses its thanks to all states that cosponsored draft resolution The Syrian Golan, and delegations that have voted in favor of this resolution.  Mr. President, the ongoing support by the majority of member states of these resolutions proves that they are attached to the purposes and principles of the UN charter and that they reject foreign occupation, and that they support our inalienable right to recover our territories occupied by Israel since 1967. 

There is no doubt that voting in favor for these resolutions with absolute majority sends a clear international message to Israel that occupation, killing, policies of expansion, aggression and racism, the policies of building settlements and imposing a fait accompli and annexation of land by force are practices that are rejected, practices that violate international agreements and norms, most prominent of which are the UN charter, the four Geneva Conventions of 1948.

Hence, these practices are denounced and condemned by all those who truly uphold international law and all those who really want to end foreign occupation and reject the principle of annexation of land by force and punishing all those who violate these main principles that run counter to the international law and the provisions of the charter.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

CHAIR:  I thank the Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic.  The exercise of the right of reply has been requested.  May I remind members that statements in the exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 minutes for the first intervention and to 5 minutes for the second intervention, and should be made by delegations from their seats?  Yes, I recognize Argentina.  

ARGENTINA: Thank you very much, Mr. President.  I simply wanted to make an explanation of vote.

CHAIR:  Delegations are reminded that explanations of vote should be registered with the list of speakers in advance of the action on the draft resolution.  Thank you. 

SECRETARIAT:  You have the floor, Argentina.

ARGENTINA:  Thank you for giving me the floor, sir.  I have the honor of speaking on behalf of the delegations of Argentina and Brazil in order to explain our vote, as we have done in previous years, on the resolution on the Syrian Golan, A/70/L.17, which has just been adopted by the General Assembly.  

Brazil and Argentina voted for the resolution because we believe that in its essential nature, it is linked to the illegal nature of the acquisition of territory by force.  Paragraph four of article two of the charter of the United Nations prohibits the use or the threat of the use of force against the territorial integrity of a state.  

At the same time, I wish to clarify the position of our delegations with regard to paragraph six of the resolution.  Our vote does not prejudge the content of the paragraph, particularly the reference to the line of the fourth of June of 1967.  

Brazil and Argentina believe that it is important to make progress in the search for a solution to the conflict between Syria and Israel in the Middle East in order to put an end to the occupation of the Golan Heights.  Therefore, on behalf of the governments of Brazil and Argentina, I highlight the importance of negotiations being renewed in order to find a permanent solution to the situation in the Syrian Golan in accordance with resolutions 242 of 1967, 338 and 973 of the Security Council, and the principle of land for peace.  Thank you very much, Mr. President.

CHAIR:  I thank the Distinguished Representative of Argentina.  The exercise of the right of reply has been requested.  May I remind members that statements in the exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 minutes for the first intervention and to 5 minutes for the second intervention, and should be made by delegations from their seats?  I call on the Representative of Israel.

ISRAEL:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Thank you for giving me the floor.  In the past two days the UN has once again showed it's anti-Israel, first of all, which is characterized by the adoption of the outrageous and outdated resolutions.  This charade was only made worse by the preposterous remarks made by several states, which clearly demonstrate the increasing detachment from reality.  

I was deeply moved by the Lebanese Representative who called to fight terror and injustice.  If only Lebanon would take its own advice.  In fact, the Lebanese Parliament is dominated by Hezbollah, a terrorist group which assist to Assad regime slaughter of civilians, the Assad regime in slaughtering of civilians in Syria.

The blatant insincerity of his statement is also evident in his call for accountability for injustice.  One has only to look at the Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon, which have some of the worst conditions in the region.  This is hypocrisy of his words.  Palestinians in these camps are subject to continual violence, extreme discrimination, as well as economic and social oppression.  Talk about injustice.  I would therefore suggest that the Representative take a good look at his own country before deciding to preach to others.

It is unfortunate that the Syrian delegate believes that he has any standing to lecture others in this hall.  The statements that he has made earlier today were as empty as the legitimacy of the regime he represents.  I would like to remind him that the repetition of baseless accusations and continuous lying, even if they are uttered in his overly-lengthy manner, will not make his words valid or true.

We have heard some outrageous statements from countries such as Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua that can only be construed as a complete -- sorry -- as a complete lack of familiarity in all matters pertaining to the situation in the Middle East.  Indeed, it seems the geographical distance from the region is as large as the gap between the perception of the situation and the actual facts.

As for Venezuela, I was amazed.  I mean, I was amazed that Venezuela is not ashamed to justify acts of terror against Israelis.  Such a statement by a member of the Security Council undermines the credibility of the entire Council.

Mr. President, the delegate from Pakistan arrogantly stood in this Assembly and talked about victimizing civilians.  Might I suggest that Pakistan take a good hard look at itself and address the continuous violation of its government against innocent Afghan civilians?  Police brutality against Afghanis in Pakistan has resulted in the death of 145 people, including 132 children in the past year alone.

As for Libya, well yesterday the delegate from Libya delivered a series of accusations against Israel.  As I listened to him I had to wonder which one of the governments and groups that control Libyan territory does this delegate represent.  No matter the answer to that question.  I can say with confidence that every party of the conflict in Libya would be wanted as guilty of repression of human rights and indiscriminate killing of civilians.  Serious abuses and violation of international law in Libya has reported, concluding indiscriminate killing, abduction of civilians as well as torture and execution.  Thank you, Mr. President.

CHAIR:  The General Assembly has thus concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda item 37.  I now give the floor to the Observer State of Palestine.

PALESTINE:  Thank you, Mr. President, but I believe that there is another delegation that is asking for the right of reply and I believe that delegation has the right to speak before me.  

CHAIR:  Thank you, Palestine.  We had not received the indication of another delegation.  Will they signal?  I give the floor to delegation of Syria.  

SYRIA: Thank you, Mr. President for giving me the floor.  I apologize for asking for the floor this late.  However, I have to reply to the lies of the representative of the occupying power where they tried to divert the attention from the subject of the item under consideration today, i.e., the Israeli violations in the Arab occupied territories, including the occupied Syrian Golan and discussing how we can put an end to this unjust occupation that has been ongoing since 1967 and until now.  

Mr. President, the representative of the occupying power must understand that what my country is saying here, and what other delegations are saying here, these are not accusations.  These are not lectures, and these are not propaganda.  These are facts, facts that are documented in reports issued by the United Nations and human rights organizations around the world, including countries that are allies and supporters of Israel.

The example for this is the result of the voting on draft resolutions.  Most countries -- the majority here support these draft resolutions because they contain facts.  Mr. President, there is not enough time to talk about the Israeli violations and crimes in the occupied territories.  However, I would only like to reiterate what was mentioned in our statement today on the situation in the Middle East by quoting what the Israeli soldier said to the residents of the Aida refugee camp on the 29th of October of this year.

I would like to quote what he said when he threatened the residents of this camp.  "Residents of Al Aida refugee camp, we the army of Israel would like to tell you if you throw rocks at us, we will throw gas bombs at you until you die.  You will all die.  Children, young people or the elderly.  We will not let any one of you survive.  We have arrested one of you.  He is with us now.  We have dragged him from his home, and we will slaughter him and kill him in front of all of you.  Go back to your homes.  Otherwise, we will throw gas bombs at you until you die."

This was said by an Israeli soldier a month ago.  He represents the terrorism, racism and hatred of the Israeli policies, including -- allow me to mention, Mr. President, the support of Israel to the terrorist groups in the occupied territories.  They are supporting Jabhat al-Nusra front, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda.  This is not an allegation.  These claims were documented and supported by the report to the Secretary General from UNDOF (?).  You can review all of these reports that indicate that Israel is dealing with these terrorist groups in the separation zone.  Thank you, Mr. President.

CUBA:  Thank you very much, Mr. President.  Please allow me to excuse myself for taking the floor again, but I am unfortunately obliged to answer the delegate of Israel.  It appears that the delegate of Israel does not know about the living conditions in her own country and the Israeli-Palestine conflict.  I'm going to read some statements to her so she will be up to date.

"All terrorists should know that they will not survive the attack that is going to take place."  Second, "All those who stab Jews or prejudice innocent people should die."  Third, "You must shoot to kill anybody who pulls out a knife or a screwdriver."  

Does she know who said these words -- each of these sentences?  Let me remind her.  The first was the Israeli Minister of the Interior, Gilad Erdan, who is responsible for the police force of that country.  The second was the police commander of the district of Jerusalem.  The third was Yair Lapid, a member of the Knesset; all of them public officials of Israel.

What was the reaction of the competent authorities of Israel?  None.  What does this mean?  The policy of her country has tilted to the shoot to kill, an incitement to violence and extrajudicial killings.  What are extrajudicial killings, a fundamental pillar of Israeli democracy and respect for human rights in the most pure sense of Israeli democracy?  

Another sign of respect for human rights, repression of protests through the use of snipers, preventive arrests, arrests of minors.  These are the reasons why our people since 1947 have defended the cause of the Palestinian people and will continue to defend it because we know what the Palestinian people are suffering.  We know of all of the trials they have gone through and all the crimes they have suffered from.  And this is the reason why we will continue to do so until the Palestinian people exercise their right to free self-determination and have a state like the rest of we representatives here have.  Thank you very much, Mr. President.  

PALESTINE:  Thank you very much, Mr. President.  Allow me at the beginning on behalf of the State of Palestine and my delegation to express our gratitude to all those who have co-sponsored the draft resolutions under the question of Palestine and also on the situation in the Middle East, particularly the issue of the city of Jerusalem, occupied East Jerusalem.  And also to express our thanks and gratitude to all the countries that have voted in favor of these resolutions, reaffirming once again this year their strong principled position in supporting the just cause of the Palestinian people, and supporting our people in their struggle for the attainment of their inalienable national rights, including their right to self-determination, to statehood and the right of the Palestine refugees for return and compensation.

We are very grateful for this strong message from the General Assembly, which reflects the very sense of supporting a very principled position upholding international law and sending a very strong message to our people that the international community is not abandoning them.  The international community is standing with them in their continual struggle to end the occupation, to achieve the independence of the state of Palestine and to save in a concrete the two-state solution.

Your message tonight to our people will be received in a very positive way, that you are not listening to a distorted single voice that is trying to show that the victims, the Palestinian people who live under Israeli military foreign occupation are responsible for the situation that exists, a horrible situation that exists of living under foreign occupation.

In this connection, the Israeli Representative is not different from all colonial power, especially settler colonial power, who always through history have blamed the victims for all the evil crimes of the victimizers, the occupier.  We wonder when will the occupying authority will wake up from its denial and face the reality that they are occupying the land of the state of Palestine, including East Jerusalem, and the sooner that they wake up and realize that they are occupiers and to begin the negotiation in a serious way to end this occupation in a relatively short period of time, then the closer we will be, all of us getting to peace.

But to continue to crush the will of the Palestinian people, they will not succeed in doing so.  To continue to try to besiege our people in Gaza, in East Jerusalem, in al-Khalil, they will not succeed to break the will of the Palestinian people.  We are like all the peoples who have representatives in this chamber when they vote against colonialism and they succeeded in acquiring their freedom and their dignity.  We are exactly like you and that's why every year you vote in an overwhelming way to support our cause and our right.

We are not trying to isolate anyone except the ruthless occupation system.  That should be isolated.  It should be exposed and it should be defeated because this occupation is the source of all of the evils that our people suffer from.  And we thank you very much for helping us in your own way as upholding international law and endorsing these resolutions as a contribution to the struggle of the Palestinian people on the ground and everywhere else in trying to end this evil occupation and to allow the Palestinian people to enjoy their independence.

When we raise the flag in front of the UN, it is not true that that did not mean anything.  It is a symbol of the rights of the Palestinian people and their eagerness for freedom and ending occupation.  And when you not only voted in favor of raising that flag but also participated with us in the garden outside this building, in that very historical moment you gave additional strength to our people to continue their just struggle, as all countries in Africa acquired their independence after they put an end to colonialism and in Asia and in Latin America.  

We are like you.  We are the last post of defending the freedom of people who live under occupation and under foreign occupation and colonialism.  And we appreciate your effort in helping us to join you by ending this occupation from our land and allowing the state of Palestine to be independent.  We are very confident that one day, with the struggle of the Palestinian people and your contribution through adopting these resolutions and programs to help our people against this ruthless occupation, we will reach the moment of reaching peace, putting an end to occupation.  

And that peace, after putting an end of occupation and having the state of Palestine to live in dignity and freedom in the Middle East next to all the states that surround the state of Palestine, including Israel, then we will be able to open the door for a meaningful new future, not only for us, for our people and our children, but for everyone, including the people of Israel.  

We are ready and willing to do so, not through gimmicks, come and negotiate with us, but through a meaningful collective process of all of you as you have done in more than one place in order to convince this ruthless, stubborn occupier of coming down from the top of the hill and negotiate through a collective process in a good faith the end of occupation and to negotiate all final status issues that are known to all of us, borders, refugees, Jerusalem, settlement, water, security and prisoners.

When that moment is imposed by the collective will of all of you, then we will be closer to peace, not through come and talk and I will create all the illegal facts on the ground.  That will never happen.  We tried it in the past and it moved us from bad situation to a worse situation, to a catastrophic situation.  Those who want to negotiate with us in good faith, they have to acknowledge that they are occupier and that they have to end their occupation.  

I want to thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and to thank this respectable international body, the General Assembly, which reflects the collective will of humanity, for your principled position in supporting these resolutions and other resolutions that have been adopted in the different committees of the United Nations.  All the lies, all the posturing cannot be sold in this chamber because you represent an outstanding group of diplomats that lies and distorted stories cannot be accepted by you.  You know the truth, you advance the truth, you advance justice and we thank you very much for all you do.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and I want to wish everybody a happy Thanksgiving.  Good night.  

NICARAGUA:  Thank you very much, Mr. President.  My delegation wishes to use the right of reply to the delegate of Israel, who referred to us with a lack of respect for the intelligence of our people, arguing that because of questions of distance or region, we are unable to feel the injustice that is being committed against the Palestinian people.  What a deplorable argument this is when we are in very serious international organization like the United Nations. 

Fortunately, the majority of this organization has demonstrated solidarity.  They have voted for a Palestinian observer state.  Our government has not held back.  It has been committed to the Palestinian cause since the inception of this organization.  We have always voted with the majority, and it is not we who have isolated ourselves.  We believe that it is Israel with its actions that has isolated itself.

We call on Israel to put an end to this vicious cycle of aggression, which despite the international condemnation continues with impunity without any regard for the prohibitions present in international law which are not interpreted remotely, as far as I know.  Nobody can interpret international law differently from any other country, simply because they are on different continents.

International law has no borders.  It is what makes it possible for our countries to live in peace.  And until a resolution is passed that takes the definition of Palestine with the borders of prior to June 1967, that will be the only basis for the peace we so sorely need in the Middle East.  Thank you very much, sir. 

CHAIR:  The meeting is adjourned.  

