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I thank the colleague for the very professional report submitted to us despite the difficulties and the human rights violations in occupied Arab territories including Palestine. We’ve taken note of Mr Dugard’s report, we’ve been listening to it very carefully, and we’re concerned with the deterioration in Palestine and the Golan which is taking place in front of the international community which is doing nothing to bring an end to the continuing violations of international law and humanitarian law and the Geneva Conventions. So many delegations have already visited these regions and they’ve seen that people have been displaced, there have been collective punishments and famine since the beginning of the occupation.  The modern media has been broadcasting live what is happening and they have been showing the crimes perpetrated: 4 million Arabs are suffering occupation and 5-6 million Palestinians in the Diaspora are suffering also.  I apologize to my colleagues from the mission of Palestine if my figures aren’t totally accurate. There are 500,000 Syrian displaced persons who left the Golan with their keys from their houses and they’ve been waiting for 40 years and the international community meanwhile has been sending delegation after delegation, fact-finding missions one after another, and there is one resolution after another and the successive governments are ignoring all this and placing themselves above the law.  So the question arises: after all that has been done – for how long is the international community going to remain silent?  And for how long is Israel going to remain outside of the law?  Surely, the time has come to implement international resolutions. Surely, this Council should find a mechanism to mitigate the suffering of the Arab citizens, who are suffering from the worst violations of human rights.  Do we need to wait for 40 years more before freedom, peace and the rule of law come back to the Arab region so that the Arabs people can begin to build a civilized country instead of just thinking how they can survive till the evening?  President, I shall be brief because everyone knows what is going on and the cameras of the mass media show us what is happening in the Occupied Arab territories—Palestine, Golan and Lebanon – I call upon this Council to leave behind the mentality and mechanisms of double standards of the Commission and enormous paper work which gives no results; the resolutions which are never implemented.  Now that we have this Council, let it take this chance and prove its credibility as a forum to defend the weak and the vulnerable in the face of ruthless occupation.  We will have to have the right resolutions and will have to make sure they are genuinely implemented. The Council has held one regular and two extraordinary sessions to discuss the issues, and there are resolutions now and these resolutions must find their way to implementation.  My delegation is prepared to cooperate with the Council so that people regain confidence in the human rights defense system and so that Arab citizens under occupation can finally have hope.  And I have a question to the Rapporteur: you went into the field, so what do you think would be the best way to bring an end to daily suffering of the people and a return of their rights?

