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NAM contribution on the agenda of the Human Rights Council

The Secretariat of the Human Rights Council presents its compliments to all Permanent
Missions in Geneva, United Nations departments and bodies, specialized agencies, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and, at the request of the President of the Council, has the honour

to forward attached herewith a contribution by NAM on the agenda of the Human Rights Council.
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CONTRIBUTION BY NAM ON THE AGENDA OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS
COUNCIL

In its XIV Summit in Havana, the Heads of State or Government of the
Movement call for the early adoption of a standard agenda for the sessions of
the Human Rights Council (HRC). They request also that the items on the
agenda of the Council be allocated to each of its sessions in an equitable and
balanced manner and also to allow for effective participation of developing
countries and NGO's.

NAM decides that the agenda of the Council should promote and advance
sustainable development, through programs and partnerships with governments
and it should also promote the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger and
the achievement of internationally agreed development goals, including the
Millennium Development Goals. In this regard, they call the Council to agree on
a program that will lead to the elevation of the right to development to the same
level and on a par with all other human rights and fundamental freedoms,
elaborated in the core human rights instruments.

Proposal of Principles guiding the definition of the agenda:

1. Predictability:

- provides all stakeholders with the clarity of the program of work of the
Council

- allows all stakeholders to plan their activities and attendance to the meetings
of the Council.

2. Transparency:

- strengthens the confidence building process and the climate of genuine
dialogue and cooperation needed.

3. Accountability:
- facilitates the preparation for interactive dialogues with mandate holders.

- facilitates also the interaction with the rest of the components of the UN
human rights machinery.

4. Balance:

- ensures that all human rights, civil, cultural, economic, political, social and the
right to development, be universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated
and treated in an equal footing and with the same emphasis.



5. Objectivity, impartiality and non-selectivity:

- eliminates double standards and political manipulation; avoid confrontation
and promote cooperation, genuine dialogue and respect for cultural and
religious diversity, as well as national and regional particularities.

6. Flexibility:
- enables the Council to consider emerging issues as needed.
- The Council should have only one agenda.

The Council will decide in an annual program of work allocating the
consideration of its agenda items throughout the year. The only exception to
this would be the High Level Segment, which would occur only once a year at
the Main Session.

The NAM proposes the following Agenda (*):

a) Implementation of General Assembly resolution 48/141, including the annual
report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (report at main session)
and the effective functioning of the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights.

b) The realisation of the Right to Development.
¢) Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
d) Civil and Political Rights.

e) Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related intolerance.
Comprehensive follow up to and implementation of the Durban Declaration
and Program of Action (sub items under this agenda item will be developed
in the future to cover, inter alia, the incitement to racial and religious hatred).

f) Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Peoples, Groups and Individuals
(children, women, indigenous peoples, minorities, migrants, migrant
workers, persons with disabilities, human rights defenders, human rights of
civilians in armed conflict, and others recognized as such in International
Human Rights Law).

g) Situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territory and the
occupied Syrian Golan:

1. Violations of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territory and in the
occupied Syrian Golan.

2. Right to self determination of the Palestinian people.

" This is a first contribution of NAM to the fulfillment of the mandate of the Working Group
established for the elaboration of the agenda of the HRC. The Movement will continue developing
this proposal in the near future.




h) Report of the expert advice body and the complaint mechanism.
i) Effective functioning of human rights mechanisms.

;) Universal Periodic Review.

k) Capacity building and technical cooperation.

I) Adoption of the report of the session.




