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Mr. Chairperson,

Last year, at its 60" session, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution on
the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Tran. The resolution called for a
re-examination of the situation at this current, 61% session.

Following-up on this previous decision, Canada and 37 cosponsors have tabled a
resolution in the Third Committee concerning the human rights situation in Iran, now
before you ag draft resolution L41.

Last year’s resolution expressed serious concern regarding the human rights
situation in Iran and called on its Government to abide by the obligations it has freely
undertaken under international human rights instruments, and to take immediate action to
improve in a number of specific areas.

Since then, there has been a continued deterioration in the Government of Tran’s
performance in protecting the human rights and fundamental freedoms of its people.
Positive developments in 2006 have been sporadic, and the lack of progress and action by
the Government of Iran are cause for serious concern. This assessment is shared by many
members of the international community.

Myr. Chairperson,

The resolution before you has been carefully drafted to ensure accuracy and
balance. The resolution is by no means exhaustive. Yet, it highlights specific and serious
concerns on a range of human rights issues, from widespread denial of basic freedoms to
inhumane treatment and punishment, and it calls the Government of Tran to action.

Opportunities for Iranians to express themselves and to advance human rights in
their own country are severely constrained. Iranians who speak out find themselves at
risk of further human rights violations.

All of us are fully supportive of cooperation in the field of human rights.
But when a government is not cooperating, does not acknowledge that it faces serious
human rights issues, shows no commitment towards making progress, and does not
engage constructively with its own citizens — then, it is necessary for the international
community to express its views. The UN General Assembly and its Third Commitiee
have both the jurisdiction and the responsibility to address the most serious human rights
situations.

Our profound hope 1s that by calling the world’s attention to the situation of human rights
in Iran, this resolution will encourage progress. We look forward to the day when the
commitment of the Government of Iran to abide by its international obligations and to
respect the basic rights of its citizens is such that this resolution is no longer necessary.
Thank you.



