Syria: Mass grave uncovered in recaptured Palmyra
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Nearly a week after recapturing Palmyra from ISIS, Syrian forces say they're uncovering grim evidence of how the Islamist terror group conducted its 10-month occupation of the ancient city.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The liberating forces found a mass grave with at least 40 bodies -- many of whom were women and children -- in the northeastern part of Palmyra this week, the state-run Syrian Arab News Agency reported.
· 		
The dead are believed to have been among hundreds killed by ISIS after it stormed into the central Syrian city in May, SANA reported.
Some of the remains show signs of beheading and torture, SANA said.

The Syrian army and militias loyal to the regime seized the city and chased out ISIS fighters on March 27, state-run media said. Since then, the government has been trying to assess the death and destruction that the group left behind.

Palmyra, in the Homs countryside northeast of Damascus, is a place of ancient ruins that are considered to be among the world's most treasured, and is recognized by the United Nations as a World Heritage Site.

ISIS demolished some of the ruins, including the 1,800-year-old Arch of Triumph and the nearly 2,000-year-old Temple of Baalshamin. ISIS also beheaded the antiquities expert who looked after the ruins.

Palmyra was a caravan oasis when Romans overtook it in the mid-first century. In the centuries that followed, the area "stood at the crossroads of several civilizations" with its art and architecture mixing Greek, Roman and Persian influences, according to UNESCO, the U.N. agency that documents the world's most important cultural and natural sites.

Syrian government forces have been battling militant groups including ISIS in a five-year war that has torn the country apart. The war has killed more than 250,000 people, left 1 million injured and displaced millions since the bloodshed began in 2011, according to the United Nations.

Syria: Mass grave uncovered in recaptured
Palmyra

e ————

Ny b 51 e e

o i 3 e it 0o -y o o
B e v B
R s gy

et v s o et il by 5 e s .

Bt Sy oy iy AN o

e Sy ey s it ot g s ey s o 55
i o S e e e

pemss e

SIS dled s i i e 0 e Avhof T e

""”"r.:.‘.‘m:““‘::m::....." et oo
NS MU S o oom e ks e i

ey o T et o S e T
ﬁmﬂu;::mwmm-_ e A T




