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[bookmark: _GoBack]Today, the International Criminal Court (ICC) announced its unanimous rejection of a request to investigate American military and intelligence professionals who served in Afghanistan.  This is a major international victory, not only for these patriots, but for the rule of law.  We welcome this decision and reiterate our position that the United States holds American citizens to the highest legal and ethical standards.  Since the creation of the ICC, the United States has consistently declined to join the court because of its broad, unaccountable prosecutorial powers; the threat it poses to American national sovereignty; and other deficiencies that render it illegitimate.  Any attempt to target American, Israeli, or allied personnel for prosecution will be met with a swift and vigorous response.
