Israelis hit by Hamas terror to testify before UN rights commission

While Israel declines cooperation with Schabas, it will be represented at Geneva by private citizens
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Israel has announced late last year it will not cooperate with the United Nations probe into the 50 day-long summer war in the Gaza Strip, as it harbors grave misgivings regarding the commission's impartiality.
However, some Israelis will testify in a personal capacity before the Geneva-based UN Human Rights commission, including those injured in the rocket and mortar strikes launched by Palestinian terrorists at Israeli civilian populations.

Gadi Yarkoni, who resides in Nirim, an Israeli kibbutz adjacent to the Hamas-controlled enclave, lost his both legs after he was hit by a mortar shell several hours before the eventual ceasefire with Hamas went into effect. He will present the Israeli angle of the latest, and particularly charged, chapter in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict before the rights panel.
It is understood Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office supports the initiative – by the International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists – to make sure Israelis are represented at the commission, underlining, however, that they are not official representatives of the State of Israel.

Other residents of the so-called Gaza envelope to appear before the commission include Eshkol Regional Council Chairman Haim Yellin and Anat Melamed, the widow of Shahar Melamed, who lost his life in the same incident that injured Yarkoni.

Israel is barring the commission's head, Canadian human rights lawyer William Schabas – a public and vocal critic of Israel's policies – from entering the country. Schabas, along with other UN officials, has arrived in Amman, Jordan and is awaiting entry visas to Israel in order to travel to the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip via Israel.

About 2,100 Palestinians were killed in the war, most of them civilians, and 73 Israelis.

Israel says Hamas is responsible for the high number of civilian casualties because it launched attacks against Israel from densely populated residential neighborhoods and used civilians as human shields - drawing return Israeli fire.
