UN blunders created Srebrenica 'ticking time bomb' 

United Nations blunders created a "ticking time bomb" in Srebrenica that allowed Ratko Mladic to commit the first genocide on European soil since the Nazi Holocaust, the Yugoslav war crimes tribunal heard
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The former Bosnian Serb commander recovered some of the swagger of his brutal heyday by clapping in response to footage from July 12 1995 of him shouting into the face of Colonel Thom Karremans, whose Dutch troops were unable to prevent the slaughter of 8,000 Muslim men and boys. 

The UN and Nato were criticised for inaction and mistakes that allowed peacekeepers to be outnumbered and outgunned, fatally contributing to the Srebrenica area had been designated as a UN "safe enclave" in 1993 and 600 Dutch infantry were supposed to be protecting thousands of civilians who had taken refuge from earlier Serb offensives in north-eastern Bosnia. 

But Peter McCloskey, the UN prosecuting counsel, observed that too few troops had been stationed to protect an enclave that was completely surrounded by the hostile Vojska Republike Srpske (VRS), the Bosnian Serb troops under the command of Mladic. 

From 1993 to 1995, said the prosecutor, an "unstable and untenable situation developed" with only a "meager UN presence" standing between Bosnian Muslims and shelling from the VRS. 

"The UN, acting with the best intentions, in fact created a ticking time bomb," said Mr McCloskey. 

In July 1995 as Serb forces began shelling Srebrenica in preparation for an assault, Bosnian Muslim fighters in the town asked for the return of weapons they had surrendered to the UN peacekeepers but their request was refused. 

Col. Karremans, the Dutch commander, threatened to call in air strikes unless the Serbs withdrew. Mladic refused but no air strikes came, Col. Karremans had submitted his request on the wrong form, delaying the bombing raids. 

"Nato dropped a few bombs with little effect," said Mr McCloskey. "By this time it was too late." A victorious Gen. Mladic entered Srebrenica and summoned the Dutch commander to deliver an ultimatum for Muslims surrender in a meeting that came to symbolise the West's helplessness in the face on genocide. 

Footage played to the court showed Col. Karremans was flinching as the burly General Mladic screamed at him, asking why he had authorised Nato planes to bomb advancing Serb forces and accusing him of helping Bosnian Muslims. 

The Dutch officer tried to placate the man dubbed the "Butcher of Bosnia" by telling him Nato strikes were commanded centrally and that Dutch troops had defended themselves when their posts were attacked by Mladic's forces. 

"Do not fantasise," Mladic screamed. "You armed them [Muslims]." As the film was played, Mladic could be seen nodding, smiling and clapping himself as he sat in the UN war crimes dock. Then, to show he was still in control, the former Bosnian Serb general signalled time out, making a T with his hands to signal a break. 

Court proceedings were stopped and the UN court broke up for a recess – in a clear sign that Mladic is still trying to call the shots. 

Just one days after the confrontation with the Dutch commander and Serb commander, the first killings of unarmed Muslims took place in a warehouse in the nearby village of Kravica. 

Three days later the Dutch retreated and the way was clear for Bosnian Serb forces to overrun the area. By July 21 1995 up to 8,000 Muslim men and boys were killed in Srebrenica. 

