Kofi break just ended
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ONE man may not have been celebrating when Radovan Karadzic, who the UN describes as author of "scenes from hell, written on the darkest pages of human history", was arrested.
Former UN secretary-general Kofi Annan could be a worried fellow. And well he should be. 

Before the undeserving Annan was elevated to run the UN, he was head of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, and the massacre, orchestrated by Karadzic, of 8000 Muslim men and boys in Srebrenica in 1995, happened on Annan's watch. 

So did the murders of 800,000 men, women and children in Rwanda. The crisis in Darfur also began unfolding then. 

But let's just look at Srebrenica where, in a UN "safe zone", a team of Dutch soldiers began to panic as Serb forces mounted outside. 

Karadzic had determined that all men old enough for military service must be killed. 

Before that happened, it has been reported that Serb soldiers walked around the massed and trapped Bosnian Muslims raping women, killing their children in front of them and slicing off their lips and noses. 

The Dutch soldiers alerted the UN that random killings were taking place, but still the UN would not authorise or supply the forces, ammunition and air strikes needed. 

Many of the first murders took place in a building known as the White House that served that night as a collection point for many of the doomed men. 

"You could smell death," one UN worker said. "The Bosnian Serbs were trying to erase the whole male population." 

Then, in scenes that should forever haunt the UN, Dutch troops helped guide the soon-to-be-murdered men on to buses which took them away. 

Kofi Annan is not directly responsible for what happened in July 1995, and apparently he was on leave at the time, but he should have taken executive responsibility and resigned. 

Instead, he became the UN boss and, along with that shamefully ineffective organisation, they shared the 2001 Nobel Peace Prize "for their work for a better organised and more peaceful world". 

A flabbergasting betrayal was complete. 

The coming war crimes trial of Karadzic is going to shine a light once more on Annan's key role at the UN during those years. 

One hopes he'll be called to give evidence, along with the Dutch soldiers and the local British commander, General Sir Rupert Smith. 

We could do without hearing the crushing story they have to tell. But we must.

