AWB named in Iraq oil-for-food lawsuit
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The Iraqi Government is suing Australia's former monopoly wheat exporter, the Australian Wheat Board (AWB), as well as dozens of other companies over the now discredited United Nations oil-for-food program.

The Iraqi Government has filed a civil lawsuit in a US federal court in Manhattan, seeking to recover damages from companies involved in the UN oil-for-food program. 

The lawsuit names AWB Limited, as well as companies like oil giant Chevron. 

It alleges they cheated the Iraqi people out of billions of dollars, all of which could have been used for food, medicine and other goods. 

The lawsuit says the corruption of the UN oil-for-food program "affected the lives and health of the Iraqi people". 

The Iraqi Government is seeking damages of more than $10 billion.

AWB joins global giants like Chevron Oil, Volvo, Kia Motors, Johnson and Johnson and Glaxo-Smith-Kline as defendants. 

A spokesman for AWB says the company will not comment until it sees the court documents that have been filed against it.

Liberal Senator Bill Heffernan has been a vocal critic of AWB.

He says the wheat exporter will have to face the consequences of its actions, and he is happy to see that happen.

"AWB wouldn't have got away with what it got away with and as everyone knows I have a very strong view on that which I won't pronounce here," he said. 

"But the UN is as much to blame as anyone else. 

"The UN was very corrupt in its processes in the Iraqi food-for-oil issue."

