Western Sahara: Vandalism by Peacekeepers
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Morocco’s director of national heritage, Abdallah Salih, blamed United Nations peacekeepers for vandalizing prehistoric sites in Western Sahara, the territory contested by Morocco and the pro-independence Polisario Front. He said the vandalism included graffiti scribbled on ancient rocks and the theft of cave paintings. The United Nations mission acknowledged that some graffiti was done by its military personnel. Officials at the United Nations in New York said its peacekeeping department had turned to Unesco for help in assessing damage to the sites and recommending what, if any, repair measures could be taken.

