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October 8, 2006 -- United Nations employees in New York ripped off tens of thousands of dollars apiece by claiming tuition stipends for the children of relatives, a former chief auditor claims in a tell-all book. 

"The U.N. pays fees for your kids' education, if you are not living in your country, up to 75 percent," Zimbabwe-born Edwin Nhliziyo said. 
"Foreign-born workers would claim children of their sisters and their brothers. They could make between $15,000 to $20,000 a year." 

In his book, "U.N. Corruption 101: An Auditor's View of Procurement Abuses," Nhliziyo lays bare the schools scam - which he says occurred in the 1980s - as well as other tales of rampant fraud, waste and abuse that he saw during the 22 years he spent checking over U.N. books. 

Nhliziyo says graft has been business as usual under Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who is to leave office Dec. 31. Annan's expected replacement is Ban Ki Moon of South Korea. 

"I consider Annan my mentor, but on this issue, I think he failed. Annan knew everything. He knew about the problems and he did nothing to stop it," Nhliziyo said. 

The U.N. oil-for-food scandal was not the exception, Nhliziyo said, but the rule in an atmosphere that encouraged fraud. 

Rarely is anyone punished for misappropriating U.N. funds, Nhliziyo said. "If they catch you with the money, even though they lost money, they don't know what to do with you," he said. "There's no punishment." 

Nhliziyo, 61, is now an accountant in private practice and seeking a publisher for his book. 

"I love the U.N.," Nhliziyo said. "You feel a sense of helplessness about an organization that can do so much, but there's a frustration that no one does anything."

