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Mr. Chairman. Mr. Secretary-General, Presidents of the General Assembly and the Security Council, 
Excellencies, sisters and brothers
I want to thank you all for the opportunity to be here and the invitation to speak at the events today commemorating and marking the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

I first became involved in solidarity with the Palestinian people just across the street in June of 1982 when the UN was meeting here on the second special session on disarmament. I was active in the peace movement and there were many million people out in central park and the streets to urge the member states to pursue disarmament. One week before that meeting, Israel invaded Lebanon.  There was a division in the peace movement at the time. Some of the organizers said nuclear weapons only and no one will speak about the invasion of Lebanon. And in fact, no speaker that day mentioned Israel’s invasion. We know the bloodshed that happened that summer and in September, the massacre of unarmed Palestinian refugees in Sabra and Shatila. When I saw the silence of my own involvement in the peace movement and of the international community to protect Palestinian refugees that was when I knew that I had to become active and take stronger action in support and solidarity with the Palestinian people. So that’s how I first became involved. Today, I serve as the Executive Secretary for Human Rights and Racial Justice with the United Methodist Church. 
There are three components that relate directly to Palestinian rights: I work with Israeli and Palestinian human rights groups and international human rights groups on the ground. I also am involved with advocacy work both in the US and globally, through the ‘US campaign to end Israeli occupation’ – the largest coalition here in the US that’s based on human rights and also globally through United Methodist Church and others. And the third area if my work is in corporate accountability. As ecumenical religious shareholders we have met with many companies challenging their involvement and complicity with settlements, with the wall, and with the Israeli military and sustaining and profiting from the occupation. 

So I’ve also been very involved in boycott, divestment and sanctions efforts that have been done by many sectors of the civil society and so I am happy to share some of those experiences today. 

I also want to take this occasion to express my frustration and a challenge to us all. For too long the UN and the international community and civil society have expressed our solidarity with the Palestinian people through words without actions.  In fact in some cases, actions that have supported Israel’s occupation, speak much louder than our words. So today, I want to challenge us all by examining some of the actions of complicity by the international community that for too long has supported, intensified and even profited from, Israel’s long standing colonization of Palestinian land and Israel’s systematic discrimination against the Palestinian people. And second I want to [inaudible] some action by the civil society and by some and some governments seeking to end that complicity as a crucial and necessary step to ending the occupation and ending the long standing denial of Palestinian rights. 
Last month I was in Gaza. It was nearly a year after the ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hams and yet [inaudible] The conflict was more open and overt. You may remember Annapolis as another peace process.  In 2007, organizations have documented that the number of violent attacks by the Israeli military and by Israeli settlers were higher after the talks than they were before. Now during these talks there is a ray of hope. The European Union this summer put forth guidelines about ending connections of grants, financial activities and loans relating to the settlements. These are important guidelines but they are only as important as the force of member states that implement them.  Now in the midst of the peace talks there is urging by the US and others to delay implementation of guidelines, to not place conditions and yet I want to recall when there is talk without actions it tends to go in the wrong direction. Now when we look at companies and I want turn now and talk more specifically about some of the companies and involvement with the occupation and with settlements.
I was also in the West Bank last month. We visited Palestinian fields of a number of villages outside of Bethlehem and Hebron and we were examining where raw sewage from some of the settlements was going down onto the fields and polluting the water, contaminating the fields. And while we were there, there was a “class trip” of 8-10 year old boys from the Israeli settlements nearby up on the hill walking through the very heart of the valley of Palestinian fields. The adults all had machine guns. We had cameras. We passed each other and I wondered to myself what are these young Israeli boys learning on this so-called class trip when they are walking on other people’s land at gunpoint as an act of intimidation. If this was really about security why would anyone endanger the lives of children by walking through someone else’s field, unless it’s also about intimidation? These actions are rarely reported widely but are happening every day if one sits and listens to the stories from Palestinian villages. 

Two other mentions. The power plant is a plan for the Negev adopted by the Knesset recently and may disposes as many as 70,000 Bedouins from their land. Words will not protect their homes and their families. 

In fact the UN Committee to Eliminate Racial Discrimination warned against such actions of ethnic cleansing that would remove people from the area simply on the basis of their identity. In Area C you heard earlier that similar acts of dispossession are going on, of home demolitions and of separating increasingly Palestinians from their agricultural lands. There are waste dumps there, one of them operated by Veolia, a French company. Now these companies and these kinds of actions can’t sustain themselves just by themselves. It takes a powerful military to enable this.  And Israel has one of the largest and strongest militaries in the world. Last year it was the 6th largest exporter of weapon as well. And if you look at the ration the percentage of gross domestic product of the arms industry, it is the highest percentage of any country in the world in 2012. Export has increased by 75% over the last 5 years. Now arms deals take at least two partners and so here I get to the complicity of the international community. One country after another around the world are buying and selling weapons, surveillance equipment, and security control mechanisms and technology with the Israeli military and arms companies. There are over 6,700 licensed arm dealers in Israel and over a thousand companies that are involved in so-called security exports. 

Last we fell that this is only about situation in Palestine the UN adopted an arms trade treaty recently and this is important mechanism to try and monitor, regulate, document and reduce the extensive arms trade that’s been do deadly in countries across Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Europe as well as the US. So this is addressing arms industry and involvement of companies with Israel in the suppression of Palestinians is an important part of all of us working together to reduce the level of violence in arms in the world. Some of the arms dealers have identified the occupied territories as laboratory where they field test new weapons and measures of population security technology. Yotam Feldman an Israeli filmmaker has a movie called The Lab which documents some of this.  Here I want to connect the EU guidelines that were put forth this summer and are due to go in effect in new year in 2014 with military deals. Let’s apply these EU guidelines and the arms treaty to all of the arms deals going on with Israel and here I include my own government the US which provides 3 billion dollars a year in military aid. Each country has a responsibility to stop this
The UK issued a report on export control around arms in July. This report documents all licenses for 27 countries of concern in relation to human rights. There are over 12 billion pounds of contracts and licenses of various equipment with these 27 countries, one of which is Israel.  2/3 nearly 8 billion of contracts and licenses are with Israel and these needs to be examined . UK has started this process but it needs to go further. Now I know that on the UN we often talk about general human rights principles and are reluctant to talk about particular countries so maybe that is my responsibility as part of civil society to name some countries and as well as some companies.  But I want to remind you where this is coming from. I told you I first got involved in 1982. In 1982 and again in 1983 the GA adopted a resolution calling for an end to all military aid, purchases and sales with the government of Israel, it called for sanctions. That was over 30 years ago. What would the situation be like for the Palestinian people and their exercise of inalienable rights today if member states and civil society have joined 30 years against an arms embargo? Sadly one of the great barriers to this is the US and its use of the veto in the SC. Since 1970 more than half of the vetoes the US has used were to block international action in relation to Israel’s systematic violation of human rights violations in the region. That is a sad legacy and I would urge all SC permanent members to refrain from the use of the veto that blocks democratic process which is important and which GA lifts up.  

As I turn to companies I also want to look at companies I want to look at my role the role of civil society. I visited Gaza and the West Bank. I go there regularly, I world on advocacy and yet every 2 weeks some of my money is invested in companies that sustain and profit from the occupation like Caterpillar, HP, Motorola Solutions, Veolia, United Technologies. It’s not just me, but its thousands of United Methodists, in fact millions of hard-working people in the US through pension funds are invested in companies. So there is responsibility on my part to end not only my personal complicity that my retirement is linked to the suffering of Palestinians in part, but also to end civil society organizations and these companies involvement. There is responsibility when one sees harm being done to end immediate involvement but also need to end the cause. So I am looking at two things. One not participating and so I worked on divestment.  I’ve tried to move my own personal funds and I’ve encouraged others to divest. 

After ten years of engaging with Caterpillar, with Motorola Solutions, HP, Microsoft, Violia, the list goes on of meeting with companies, filing share holders resolutions we found no significant movement by most of these companies but there has been movement in civil society. Last year the United Methodist Church joined the international efforts in boycotting settlement product and in boycotting companies that are involved in sustaining the occupation. The Presbyterian Church of the US also joined in boycotting settlement products. The [inaudible] voted to divest funds from companies that have refused to change. Quakers have divested as well. The United Church of Canada last year adopted a boycott. Three years ago the British Methodists, and the list goes on. Campuses students are calling on their trustees to divest funds at the UCLA and Hampshire College and many more. Trade unions.
Now there is also a UN guiding principles on business and human rights principles by John Ruggie. These have strong principles in them, but they are guiding principles and the question is power of implementation. I spoke with John Ruggie last year and asked him if government in action was not moving in changing complicity what about businesses and he said no amount of inaction by governments would absolve responsibility of businesses. 
In closing, municipalities have joined the efforts of grass root civil society in dropping contracts with Veolia which lost 18 billion dollars in contracts, in part due to its ongoing involvement with the occupation. 

Now I hope we can join together not simply in talking about peace but in just actions of solidarity as the GA called 30 years ago. Let us together stop  arms deals that sustain Israel’s blockade of Gaza and enable ongoing colonization of the West Bank. Let us stop corporations from profiting. These actions would not in fact apply double-standards, but rather end double-standards in the international community of holding Israel accountable to the same standard as other nations. 

International civil society, municipalities, churches, universities, trade unions are all taking actions to end complicity to end occupation and apartheid practices.
The EU guidelines are a step in that direction, but only as far as they are implemented. 

I close in thanking you for invitation and inviting all member states to join in solidarity action by ending our complicity in the ongoing colonization and human right violations against the Palestinian people. Maybe as we join our actions of boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS), our actions will speak louder than our words in solidarity with the exercise of inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. I thank you.
