	
	United Nations
	
	A/63/842

	 [image: image1.wmf]

	General Assembly
	
	Distr.: General

5 May 2009

Original: English


	A/63/842
	


	
	A/63/842



Sixty-third session

Agenda item 104 (c)

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs 
and other elections: election of eighteen members 
of the Human Rights Council


Letter dated 4 May 2009 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i. 
of the Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the United Nations addressed to the President of the General Assembly

I have the honour to state that Bangladesh has floated its candidature to the Human Rights Council for the term 2009-2012. I enclose an aide-memoire on the voluntary pledges made by Bangladesh towards the promotion and protection of human rights in accordance with General Assembly resolution 60/251 (see annex).

The Permanent Mission of Bangladesh would be grateful if the present letter and its annex could be circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 104 (c).
(Signed) Abdul Alim
Counsellor


Annex to the letter dated 4 May 2009 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the United Nations addressed to the President of the General Assembly


Aide-memoire on Bangladesh’s voluntary pledges towards human rights: Human Rights Council elections, May 2009


Introduction


Bangladesh is strongly committed to the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms. Its commitment to promoting and protecting human rights flows from the realization that the well-being of the people can only be ensured through effective enjoyment of all human rights by all. 


Bangladesh has been endeavouring to build a society that is free from all forms of exploitation and in which human rights, fundamental freedoms, equality and justice are secured. Bangladesh holds that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and mutually reinforcing. However, for a country like Bangladesh, economic, social and cultural rights, and, most importantly, the right to development, are of paramount importance. It believes that the realization of these rights will help ensure enjoyment of a whole range of human rights, including civil and political rights. With this conviction, Bangladesh participated actively and constructively in the negotiations leading up to the creation of the Human Rights Council and subsequently became one of its founding members. 


Bangladesh is seeking re-election to the Human Rights Council for the term 2009-2012.


If elected, Bangladesh will continue its efforts, together with others, to make the Council an effective, efficient and credible defender of human rights worldwide.



Constitutional framework


The Constitution of Bangladesh, which embodies the principles and provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is the supreme law of the Republic. It guarantees human rights to all its citizens without any discrimination.


The fundamental rights envisaged in the Constitution of Bangladesh reflect the human rights prescribed by international human rights law. They include, among others, the right to equality before the law and equal protection of the law; prohibition of discrimination on grounds of race, religion, caste or sex; the right not to be detrimentally affected in respect of life, liberty, body, reputation or property; freedom of movement, of assembly, of association, of thought and conscience, of speech, of profession or occupation, and of religion; prohibition of forced labour; and equal opportunity in public employment. 


The Constitution also sets out the fundamental principles of State policy. It requires the State to be a democracy. It also requires the State to ensure, inter alia, women’s participation in national life, free and compulsory education, public health, equality of opportunity, work as a right and duty, rural development and the promotion of local government institutions, and respect for international law. The Supreme Court of Bangladesh has, on a number of occasions, upheld these fundamental principles in protecting the rights of the citizens of Bangladesh.


In terms of affirmative action, the Constitution of Bangladesh states that the State is allowed to make special provision in favour of women or children or for the advancement of any backward section of citizens.



Achievements/progress made in the area of human rights

Bangladesh, despite its varied constraints, is determined to fulfil its constitutional obligations and its international commitments through a variety of legislative and administrative measures as well as socio-economic development programmes. It has also made sincere efforts to fulfil the pledges it made during Bangladesh’s election to the Human Rights Council in 2006, including in the areas of poverty eradication; socio-economic development; women’s empowerment; education, particularly of girl children; anti-corruption measures; separation of the judiciary from the executive; and the establishment of the National Human Rights Commission. Some of the accomplishments are enumerated below:


Fundamental rights: Bangladesh has, through legislative and executive measures, ensured freedom of speech and expression, freedom of the press, and freedom of thought and conscience. Every citizen enjoys the right to religion, education, association, assembly, occupation and trade. It has one of the most independent print and electronic media in the world, which has been playing a critical role in promoting and protecting the human rights of the citizens of Bangladesh as well as in ensuring good governance.


Good governance: Bangladesh has established itself as a democratic and pluralistic polity through its deep commitment to good governance, democracy, the rule of law, and the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all citizens, with particular attention to women, children, minority communities, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable sections of the population. The parliamentary elections of December 2008, local government elections, the separation of the judiciary from the executive, the strengthening of the Election Commission and of the Anti-Corruption Commission, the enactment of the Right to Information Act and the establishment of the National Human Rights Commission are some of the measures adopted by the Government in establishing a culture of accountability and transparency in governance.


Socio-economic development: Bangladesh has made significant progress towards the socio-economic emancipation of the people in terms of sustained economic growth, per capita income, food security, disaster risk reduction capability, and high achievements in the social sector, particularly women’s empowerment, the education of girl children, infant and maternal mortality rates, and access to safe drinking water as well as to primary health care. Home-grown concepts such as micro-credit and non-formal education have played a significant role in overcoming the resource constraints that Bangladesh regularly faces in the implementation of its development programmes. A large community of non‑governmental organizations and a vibrant civil society have been playing a significant complementary role by way of working in an ever-stronger partnership with the Government.


Education: Bangladesh believes that access to education for all is an essential step in the direction of the enjoyment of human rights by all. “Education for All”, with particular emphasis on girl children’s education, has always been an important tool in Bangladesh for ensuring the unhindered enjoyment of human rights by its people. The Government has made primary education free and compulsory for all children. It provides free education for girls up to class 12, the stipend for girls in rural secondary schools and free books for all children at the primary level. The Government runs a Food-for-Education/Cash for Education Programme providing food rations to poor primary-school children in rural areas. 


The Government is now working to reduce school dropout rates, with a target of reaching a 100 per cent net enrolment rate by 2010, and to rid the country of the curse of illiteracy by 2013. The Government will also make education up to degree level (tertiary) free.


Empowerment of women: Women in Bangladesh are increasingly assuming leadership roles at both the national and the local levels. The new Government is headed by a woman Prime Minister, and her cabinet includes women ministers with important portfolios — foreign affairs, home affairs, agriculture and labour. The leader of the opposition, who happens to be a former Prime Minister, is also a woman. Nineteen women candidates were elected to the Parliament through a direct vote in the December 2008 general elections. With the 45 reserved seats, women representatives occupy more than one fifth of the Parliament. 


Women occupy one third of the reserved seats for direct election in all local bodies, including municipal corporations. They also have reserved but directly elected representation in Upazilla (subdistrict) Councils. Women in Bangladesh enjoy 10 per cent job quotas in Government services. The participation of women in the formal labour market has significantly increased owing to changes in livelihood patterns and economic expansion. The labour force in the ready-made-garment industry is constituted almost exclusively of women workers.


Combating violence against women and children: Bangladesh has enacted appropriate legislative measures to promote the rights of women and children and to protect them from violence, abuse and discrimination. Bangladesh has a separate Ministry devoted to the welfare of women and children. It is a party to the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Convention on Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution.


The Government has undertaken policy measures to implement the Beijing Platform for Action. The National Policy for the Advancement of Women and the National Action Plan for the Advancement of Women are two significant initiatives. The principal focus has been to eliminate gender disparities in the areas of law, economics, politics and the family. 


Bangladesh has taken resolute action to stop violence against women. One-Stop Crisis Centres (OCCs) have been established in all six Divisions for victims of violence. These centres provide victims with emergency medical treatment, police assistance, legal aid and shelter facilities. Non-governmental organizations are working closely with the Government in raising awareness on preventing violence against women.


Bangladesh is one of the early signatories to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Bangladesh has a National Plan of Action against the Sexual Abuse and Exploitation of Children, including Trafficking. A draft has been prepared on the National Social Policy on Alternative Models of Care and Protection for Children, aimed at harmonizing national laws on juvenile justice with the Convention.

Pursuant to its commitment to eradicate child labour, the Government is finalizing the National Child Labour Policy. Bangladesh has eliminated child labour from the ready-made-garment sector, the country’s largest industrial sector. It has now embarked on a Time-Bound Programme (TBP), which is primarily a plan of action for eliminating the worst forms of child labour.


Social safety net: A wide range of social safety net programmes have been put in place to address the multidimensional challenges faced by the poor and the vulnerable. Special measures have been taken to address the feminization of poverty. These include the Allowances Programme for Widowed, Deserted and Destitute Women; a pilot programme on Allowances for Poor Lactating Mothers and a Maternal Health Voucher Scheme; and a Community Nutrition Programme. The Vulnerable Group Development (VGD) Programme, one the most successful development initiatives, has a nationwide outreach, covering nearly 750,000 poor rural women.


National Human Rights Commission: In fulfilment of the pledge it announced during the 2006 Human Rights Council election, Bangladesh established an independent National Human Rights Commission in 2008 following the guidelines of the Paris Principles. The three-member body is presently headed by a former Supreme Court judge and includes a woman from civil society as well as a representative from the minority community. The Commission receives and investigates allegations of human rights violations from individuals and groups. It will also monitor the overall human rights situation in the country and make appropriate recommendations.


Separation of judiciary from executive: Bangladesh is convinced that independence of the judiciary is critical in ensuring good governance and the rule of law, and by extension, the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. The Supreme Court of Bangladesh has always enjoyed independence in its functioning. However, the subordinate judiciary has been criticized for being under executive influence. 


In order to ensure the independent functioning of the judiciary, and in fulfilment of the pledge made during the 2006 Human Rights Council election, Bangladesh recently completed the process of the full separation of the judiciary from the executive. It is expected that an independent judiciary will have far-reaching implications in terms of improving the human rights situation in the country.


Fight against corruption: Bangladesh is committed to its fight against corruption, which it considers an obstacle to ensuring a better living standard for its people. As pledged during Bangladesh’s 2006 election to the Human Rights Council, the Rules of Procedure of the Anti-Corruption Commission have recently been reformulated, providing the Commission with greater independence and authority. The Commission is equipped to conduct investigations and take legal and other measures for preventing corruption. Bangladesh is also a party to the United Nations Convention against Corruption.


Right to information: Bangladesh believes that exercise of the right to information by its citizens is an essential element in ensuring good governance by way of making the Government accountable for its actions or inaction. It has recently adopted the Right to Information Act empowering people to seek information from relevant Government agencies on matters of public interest. A focal point has also been designated in each organization in this regard.


Fight against terrorism: Bangladesh believes that terrorism and extremism are anathema to the enjoyment of human rights and that terrorism is the worst form of human rights violation. It, therefore remains resolute in its relentless campaign against international extremism and terrorism. Bangladesh is party to all 13 terrorism-related United Nations conventions, a testament to its commitment to fighting terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. At the national level, Bangladesh has undertaken several legislative and administrative measures to curb this menace and has ensured their effective implementation. At the regional level, Bangladesh is a party to the SAARC Regional Convention on Suppression of Terrorism as well as to its Additional Protocol.



Contribution at the global level


Bangladesh plays a constructive role in the international arena through promoting cooperation and dialogue, particularly at the United Nations. Bangladesh’s constructive and cooperative role at the Human Rights Council has earned laurels from all quarters. It strives to build consensus on important issues in different international forums. Some of its undertakings are as follows:


Human rights instruments: Bangladesh is a State party to all major international human rights instruments, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its two optional protocols; the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and its optional protocol; the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others; the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide; the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid; the Slavery Convention of 1926 and subsequent protocols; the Convention on the Political Rights of Women; and the Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages.


Bangladesh has also become party to the United Nations Convention against Corruption and to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its optional protocol.


Human Rights Council: Bangladesh is a firm supporter of the United Nations. In the area of human rights, it attaches high importance to the Human Rights Council, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the treaty bodies, the special procedures and other human rights mechanisms.


Bangladesh, as a current member of the Human Rights Council, participates actively in its work. It is cooperating with other United Nations Member States, civil society representatives and special procedures in order to make the Human Rights Council an effective, efficient and credible human rights body.


Bangladesh was actively engaged in the negotiations leading up to the establishment of the Human Rights Council. Later, it made significant contributions to the institution-building process of the Council and in the reform of the United Nations human rights machinery. It contributed to developing the terms of reference and modalities for the universal periodic review. Bangladesh also made contributions to the review, rationalization and improvement of the system of special procedures and other expert mechanisms of the Council.


Human Rights Council mechanisms: As pledged during its 2006 election to the Human Rights Council, Bangladesh has undergone its first-ever universal periodic review in the Council on 3 February 2009, during its tenure in the Council.


Bangladesh has been cooperating with the human rights treaty bodies and made good use of their advice on improving the human rights situation in the country. Bangladesh has so far hosted several special rapporteurs, demonstrating its willingness to cooperate with the United Nations human rights machinery. Some of them have included the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers; the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders; the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people; the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context; and the Special Rapporteur on the right to food.


Dialogue for promotion and protection of human rights: Bangladesh has been advocating dialogue as the most effective means to promote harmony, tolerance, mutual respect and solidarity among different faiths and cultures. It has been submitting, for many years now, an annual resolution on “Culture of peace” in the General Assembly, with huge support from the United Nations membership. 


Bangladesh and United Nations peacekeeping: Bangladesh is a leader in United Nations peacekeeping. Its commitment to United Nations peacekeeping flows from Bangladesh’s commitment to contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security as well as to uphold the values on which the United Nations was founded. Its soldiers are working in difficult circumstances in many post-conflict situations to protect the lives and human rights of peoples, particularly of women and children. 



Voluntary pledges towards human rights


Bangladesh makes the following pledges:


At the domestic level, Bangladesh will:


•
Intensify its efforts, while framing its national policies and strategies, to uphold the fundamental principles enshrined in the Constitution of Bangladesh as well as those of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international and regional human rights instruments to which it is a party

•
Continue with its agenda for the overall development of its people, with particular attention to the eradication of poverty, the provision of universal primary education, the curbing of corruption and the empowerment of women, children and other vulnerable sections of the population, primarily through the application of home-grown concepts

•
Enhance efforts to ensure the provision of basic necessities to its people, including food, clothing, shelter, education and primary health care as a means of effectively enjoying all human rights

•
Intensify efforts for the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action, the Copenhagen Declaration and Plan of Action, and the outcomes of other major United Nations international conferences and their follow-up meetings

•
Ensure that no extrajudicial or extra-constitutional methods are applied in dealing with persons accused of any criminal activities, and follow a policy of zero tolerance for any extrajudicial or extra-constitutional methods

•
Work towards further strengthening and consolidating the institutional structures, including the National Human Rights Commission, the Anti‑Corruption Commission, the Election Commission and the local government institutions, which promote good governance, democracy, human rights and the rule of law

•
Preserve and further the independence of the judiciary and freedom of the press

•
Strengthen further the capacity-building and training programmes in the field of human rights for law enforcement officials, judges, public prosecutors, lawyers, journalists, parliamentarians and the media

•
Enhance efforts to eradicate child labour and adopt a national policy on eliminating child labour

•
Consider adhering to the remaining international and regional human rights instruments through developing consensus within the society

•
Strengthen efforts to meet its obligations under the treaty bodies to which it is a party through the effective implementation of relevant national programmes

•
Continue to cooperate with the special procedures and mechanisms of the Council with a view to further improving its human rights situation

•
Invite some Special Rapporteurs to visit Bangladesh at mutually convenient times

•
Remain prepared to undergo its second review under the universal periodic review mechanism, as and when it becomes due

•
Strengthen further the partnership of the Government with non‑governmental organizations and civil society in the promotion and protection of human rights for all.


At the international level, Bangladesh will:


•
Continue to extend its fullest support to the Human Rights Council in its work for the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms without distinction of any kind and in a fair and equal manner

•
Continue to support the Council in its work, guided by the principles of universality, impartiality, objectivity, non-selectivity and international dialogue and cooperation

•
Strengthen further its constructive engagement and cooperation with other members of the Human Rights Council as well as with the observer member States to make it an effective body for the promotion and protection of human rights

•
Continue to support the work of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in fulfilling its mandate

•
Continue to support United Nations agencies, programmes and funds that can facilitate the promotion and protection of human rights

•
Continue to promote the realization of the right to development as an inalienable right of all peoples and support ongoing efforts to further develop the concept and its operationalization.
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