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Mpr. Chairperson,
Madame High Commissioner
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am honored to address you in the name of my country on the
occasion of the convocation of this Conference, Durban II, on the
review and evaluation of the implementation of the Declaration and
Programme of Action of the Durban I, which was hosted by sisterly
South Africa, to combat racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
related intolerance. In this connection, I reiterate our thanks to and
appreciation for the efforts exerted by the High Commissioner for
Human Rights fto steer this conference to fruition, despite the
difficulties and complications that attended the preparation for it
Indeed, the road to Durban Il was not smooth, as all of us have
Jollowed.

Mpr. Chairperson,

International principles and standards have set solid rules that
affirm that respect for racial diversity is a resident armature of issues
of human rights that should not be subject to double standards. The
Durban declaration incorporates these principles and values and
confronts all of the contemporary manifestations of racism, racial
discrimination and xenophobia.

Myr. Chairperson,

My delegation reasserts the position that the Durban Declaration
and Programme of Action constitute a major triumph for humanity as
the contain values that promote human rights, and as they reflect in
all transparence our national, regional and international
responsibilities to protect and enhance these rights all over the world.

More than seven years ago, we conducted critical examination of
the past, extracted lessons and acknowledged the suffering sustained
by peoples under occupation and the attending racism, servitude and



persecution of peoples and minorities. We also came to adopt
strategies and educational programmes, besides taking of legislative
and legal measures against racism and its current forms. Further, our
convictions and aspirations agreed to let to oblivion the tragedies and
agonies of the past, so as to establish new relations on mutual respect
and partnership for the sake of inculcating in our generations the
values of acceptance of the other, solidarity, embracement of dialogue
among cultures and civilizations and religions, and full abandonment
of extremism, bigotry and division. QOut of vibrant belief in these
values, the Sudan was one of the first country to organize conferences
Jor the dialogue of cultures and religions, with the view that cultures
and civilizations originate from understanding, dialogue, acceptance
of the different and positive co-existence, instead of conflict and
confrontation. So acting nations will attain the stage of cooperation,
collaboration and dissemination of human values.

Mpr. Chairperson,

Following the Durban I Conference in 2001, my Government
took measures and made laws against all forms of racism and
discrimination among races and cultures and languages. Political -
developments in the country helped expedite regulation of the respect
Jor diversity and equality and social justice. Basic reflection of this is
in the interim constitution that came about consequent Comprehensive
Peace Agreement between the north and south of Sudan. The
Constitution guarantees, full political representation for marginalized
areas and specific and equitable share of national wealth.
Commissions were established in the CPA concerning lands, oil
revenue sharing, independence of judiciary and elections. The
recently adopted Election Act allocates 25% of the total number of
seats of the Parliament for women. The Constitution enjoins
discrimination on race or religion and establishes the rights and duties
on citizenship.

As for the aforementioned agreement, it ensured for the first time
in the Sudan for the citizens of the south the right to self-




determinationdetermination in the period of an appointed time when
they decide for either unity with the north or breaking away from it.

Mr. Chairperson,

The Sudan presented the unique and interesting experience of
the refutation of allegations and accusations pertaining to the practice
of slavery. No base supported these allegations but those assumptions
drawn from the incidence of abduction in the context of clashes
among adjacent tribes of the north (the Miseria in Kordofan and
Rizeigat in Darfur) and the South (Dinka and Nuer). To address this
phenomenon of abduction, the President of the Republic decreed in
2002 the composition of a high committee to combat abduction of
women and children (Committee for Elimination of Abduction of
Women and Children — CEAWAC) and to document the cases and
return the victims to their homes.

CEAWAC stands apart from previous interventions by virtue of
its approach, whereby the concerned tribe and relatives conduct the
interrogation and document the cases and return the victims. These
experiences achieved great success and managed to return many
abductees and prisoners of clashes, in spite of the difficulties and
hurdles that it met. In this regard, we reiterate our denouncement for
the ugly crime perpetrated by the French organization, Arch d’Zoe
which abducted last year children from Darfur and Chad and offered
them for adoption in Europe against money.

Mr. Chairperson,

My country suffered as many African countries wars and
conflicts and external intervention that obstructed efforts towards
peace, stability and development. Intervention culminated in targeting
the President of the country who led the greatest development
endeavor in its history, and who managed (aided by wide international
support) fo bring to an end the longest African war. Our firm belief is
that accusation of H.E. the President does not relate to doing of justice
or bringing peace and stability to a country that is not party to the



statute of Rome. We are of the opinion that the International
Criminal Court is being employed as a racist instrument that goes
after certain groups while overlooking others. Observers wonder still
how can the U.N. Security Council refer the case of Darfur to the I CG,
and in the same breath exempt some countries and citizens from its
procedures.

Mpy. Chairperson,

Double standards and discrimination and the absence of justice
breed malice, terrorism and extremism. Hence, there is a need for the
reformation of our international institutions, especially the Security
Council, as it is steering now towards politicization and selectivity and
recurrence to the colonial practices which our African and peace and
human values — loving countries struggled to terminate.

Mpr. Chairperson,

The 9/11 disaster has serious repercussions on peaceful
coexistence as manifest in the concern felt by Muslim nations that they
are being discriminated against. This, of course, contravenes what we
agreed upon in Durban of rejection of racist policies and practices
against refugee and migrant ethnic groups. Another concern in this
regard is the ongoing smearing campaign against religion of Islam
and its prophet. We note that abuse of this sort threatens the principle
of peaceful co-existence of cultures and religions. Freedom of
expression cannot support insult to religion, as result will be religious
hate. The media can play an active role in the struggle against
Janaticism and discrimination, and we urge for the responsible
exercise of the freedom of expression to avert its infringing on the
beliefs of others. Likewise, terrorism is not related specifically to
certain cultures or religions. It violates flagrantly the human rights to
life and freedom and undermines peace and stability and hinders
social progress.
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My. Chairperson,

To render the Durban II a success, it is required of us to
exchange ideas and evaluate our engagement to identify points of
strength and weakness. We understand that success cannot be
accomplished without acknowledging the rights of victims and
compensating them adequately. Many achievements have been made
in the past seven years of the noble struggle. However, some regions
continue to suffer from foreign occupation and racism. It is
incumbent on us to denounce the heinous crimes committed against
-the Palestinian people by the Israeli occupation. The recent attack on
Gaza emanated from pretensions of racial and religious superiority,
the key drive of the Israeli regime to expel the Palestinians from their
homeland. It does not elude us to note that weakness of international
institutions and the protection offered to Israel by some western
countries are the reason why Israel continues to act against humanity.

Mpr. Chairperson,

This Conference takes place wunder crifical regional and
international circumstances. Challenges of eradication of poverty in
areas populated by victims of racism and discrimination have been
aggravated by the current international financial crisis, the food
crises, climate change and conflicts in and among states. These
effects on peoples, especially the African peoples who suffered most
Jrom racism and discrimination and economic exploitation, represent
great impediment to the Durban action.

Thank you, My. Chairperson.



