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Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations

- 28, chemin du Petit-Saconnex / 1209 Geneva

In the Name of God, the Compassionate the Merciful

Mr. President,

Honorable Ministers and Heads of Delegations,
Madam High Comm1ss1oner,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the distinct honor and pleasure to address on behalf of my
-government this High Level Ségment of the Human Rights Council. The Islamic
Republic of Iran highly values this august body as part of its dedicaﬁon’ to the
promotion of human rights and dignity throughout the world.

Mr. President,

Iran’s commitment to the prdtection and promotion of human rights remains
steadfast. Such pledge is deeply rooted in its willingness to achieve the goal of a
brighter, happier and more prosperous future for its citizens and its desire to work

 for the betterment of their lives. Inspired by its rich historical and cultural hentage

- which has justice, r1ghteousness benevolence and respect for human dlgmty as its
core values; Iran will continue at local and international levels to promote human
rights based on interaction and cooperation. ‘

The Islamic Republic of Iran’s vibrant de'rhocracy is based on a Constitution
that is a vivid proof of the sublime aspirations, ideals and the roadmap of the future
of our nation. A salient feature of our Constitution is its exphclt emphasis on ail
mtrlnsm pillars of human rights. It is indeed our ultimate gu1dehne to bu11d a
democratic modern society.

As a founding member of the United Nations and a party to the major
international human rights instruments, Iran -unwaveringly upholds its
constitutional and international obligations and has taken a genuine and long term
approach to safeguard human rights. There are ample evidences which indicate my
COﬁntry’s commitment in civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. As a
case in point, on June 2013 the next presidential election will be held and the
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people by casting their direct vote will decide on the future of their country.
Mr. President,

This has been our vision that human rights should be seen as common
heritage of humanity which have been initiated and developed by valuable
contributions of all civilizations and cultures. Basic principles and components of
human rights such as non-discrimination, justice, equality and due process of law
are necessary prerequisites for every socicty seeking prosperity and welfare of its
citizens. Promotion of these rights, along with individual state's efforts, requires
collective commitments and willingness of all states to cooperate and to listen and
learn from each other, and to respect diverse cultural heritages and traditions, while
acknowledging that no single state could claim its perfect record in human rights,

With such understandlng, the Human Rights Council’s performance “is
critical not only for its contribution towards improving the functlonmg of the UN
human rights machinery, but also for creating an. environment for constructive

~dialogue and cooperation to move . beyt)nd the prevalent atmosphére of
-confrontation ar_nong' governments. V ' ‘ '

The establishment of UPR, as a fransparent, universal and permanent
mechanism is a genuine characteristic of the Council. Conclusion of the first cycle
of the UPR gives the hope that we may replace confrontation with a more
cooperative and promotional approach at the service of respecting human rights and
dignity. However, there is a real need to avoid exp101tat10n of human nghts in
particular, the United Nations’ human rights machinery.

Mr., President,

Existing human rights mechanisms have enjoyed Iran’s extensive
cooperation in the past. So far, it has had the highest number of visits by the Special -
Mandate Holders in the region, six of whom visited the country since 2003.
Additionally, Iran’s invitation to the High Comm1ssmner for Human Rights to visit |
the country is standing. Iran has also regularly and consistently responded to the
communications from the Special Mandate Holders of the Human Rights Council.
On October 2011 third periodic report the Islamic Republlc of Iran on the
implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights was
considered by the Human Rights Committee. And, on May 2013 the second
periodic report of Iran under the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
will be considered. These are reflection of our sincere desire to remain cooperative
~ and committed in fulfilling our international obligations.

Mr. President,




The Middle East is undergoing a highly critical moment. Tired of corruption
and foreign domination, its peoples are enthusiastically appealing for their rights to
freedom and independence from foreign domination, tyranny and despotism. Such
 legitimate demands of people should be respected and honored. Governments in the

region burden the responsibility to listen and pay due attention to these requests and
fully observe the fundamental rights of their people. It is not for the outsiders to
meddle in nor should they manipulate their destiny and future which should be a
free and democratic one. They also need to avoid repeating the mistakes they have
made in the past to serve their narrow political and economic interests through
supporting extremists and terrorists. Forelgn and m111tary 1ntervent10ns would not
yield democracy or respect for human nghts

Mr. President, . _ :
Gross and systematic violation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian
territories, which emanates from racist attitudes, rema_iné a matter of deep concern
for all. The tragic plight of the Palestinian people who have been suffering, for over
-six decades from occupation and the consequent deprivation of their most basic

national and human rights has not been alleviated. The depth and expanse of the
~ gross and systematic violation of human rights of the Palestinian people by the
Zionist regime ’in total blatant defiance of international law, numerous UN
resolutions and human rights principles is more than known to the international
community. Not surprisingly, such policy enjoys continuous support of some self-
~ acclaimed human rights preachers in the West, which is, by and large based on their
political interests and a clear manifestation of double standard as well as
politicization of human rights.

Mr. President,

» Finall‘y, let me underline that the Human Rights Council, entrusted with a
historical and critical mandate for promotion and protection of human rights on a
global scale, can only rise to the challenge through relying on the cherished

principles of obj éctivity, impartiality, transparency and consensus. ‘

- Convinced that the best approach to promote and protect human rights
across the globe is to engage in a meaningful and sincere interaction and
cooperation, we look forward to continuing our close cooperation with the Council
and its members to realize our objectives of attaining greater global prosperity,
justice and equity through the enhancement of all human rights for all.

Thank you, Mr. President. :
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